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"HE inſtructions in this lit- 
L. tle volume are not wholly 
Danes for young women in ſu- 
perior ſtations. Several writers 
of high reputation. have already 
exhauſted that view of the ſub- 
| je, or at leaſt rendered all ſimi- 
lar efforts of more ordinary minds 
unneceſſary. The influence of 
the ſex in general on the preſent 
ſtate of the moral world, our au- 
thor points out as the leading ob- 
ject of his conſideration and im- 
provement. This, in his opt- 
nion, 


ma * * 


nion, is one of the radical ſources 
of that unixerſal diſſipation and 
inſignificance which produce ſo 
much impropriety and diſtreſs 
in every rank of life, and which 
he is chiefly deſirous of correct- 
ing. Could we make good wo- 
men of our daughters, he has 
long thought, an effectual refor- 
mation would ſoon take place in 
every department of ſociety. With 
this view his obſervations are ad- 
dreſſed to Mothers; and given to 
the world under no other anxiety, 
than that Providence may render 
them uſeful, = 
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IN TR op uo TION. 
Moruzxs! 


0 U are 1 concerned in 


1 the tuition and welfare of your 
daughters, Nothing that affects their 


intereſt, can poſlibly be indifferent 
to you. Nor is there one of all their 
purſuits, which ought. not to be in- 
. ſpected and regulated by you, with as 
much caution and delicacy as your 
n G - Ons 
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2 AN ADDRESS TO MOTHERS, 
own. They are a truſt committed by 
Providence to your care, and for 


which you are ſo ſtrictly accountable, 


that the minuteſt impropriety in their 


| future conduct will be imputed to you. 


It is on this very tender, but im- 


portant buſineſs, I now mean to ad- 


dreſs you. Will not my ſubject then 


give me a claim upon your molt ſe- 


rious attention? Certain I am, who- 


ever ſees their conſequence to ſociety 


in a proper light, the laſting impreſ- . 


ſion their example, whether good or 
bad, makes on the manners of the 
other ſex, and how much the comfort 


of life is connected with their diſpo- 
fitions, will admit with me, that ſuch 


a public addreſs as this, though at all 


times neceſſary, can never be more 


| ſeaſonable than at 2 


10 Where 
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INTRODVETION:, 8 
herd ſhall we ow the feeds of 


piety and worth, of moral, ſocial, 


and exemplary” excellence, if out 
young women” are neglected? and 
'what other ſoil promiſes ſo much in- 


creaſe, or ſuch a en: return? 


1 CPR the 23 of ah 


following prayer from one of the 
moſt illuſtrious ſages of antiquity, 
'breathes the genuine ſentiments of 


all your hearts: THAT OUR DAUGH= 


TERS MAY BE AS CORNER STONES 
POLISHED APTER THE SIMILITUDE. | 
r A PALACE. The royal Writer of 
chis beautiful com 
enlightened and elegant men, thought 


poſition, like all 


highly of your fex. The metaphor 


the adopts in praying for the proſ- 
perity of his country-women, in the 
true genius of the eaſtern tongue, 
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is the greateſt compliment he could = 
pay them. It is the CORNER STONE 
which confers ſtrength, ſtability, and 


beauty on the whole building, and 


when POLISHED AFTER THE SIMILI- 


TUDE OF A PALACE, reaches the high- 
eſt degree of excellence which art 


can beſtow, So that by the uſe of this 


ſignificant. image, he earneſtly de- 
fires that ' all young women were 
educated i in ſuch a manner, as might 


qualify. them for filling their ſeveral 


ſtations in life with credit to them- 
ſelves, and ſatisfaction to others. A 


deſire which, I truſt, warms the 
heart, and directs the conduct of all 
thoſe re aders Who have * e 
or 1 to be e 


* 
— 


K's A 
2 ; 
+ © 


MATERNAL 


o 


S ts, OF EY 
6 ä 3 


MATERNAL AUTHORITY. 


you ought to ſet out in this pleaſ- 


ing, but arduous undertaking, is, 
that © your daughters ſhould be ſub-. 
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ONE of the firſt ideas with which 


cc jeff to you, and not you to your daugh- 


© ters,” I am not to learn how very 


harſh the word ozzDience ſounds in 
ignorant and licentious ears, and 


how natural it is for young minds to 
ſhew a ſtrong diſlike to the leaſt ap- 


pearance of reſtraint. Submiſſion, 


however, of one kind or other, will 
ever be found indiſpenſible i in every 


poſſible ſtate of ſociety. * Inſomuch, 


that no human being, of either ſex, 
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6 AN ADDRESS TO MOTHERS:. 


was ever good for any thing, who: 
did not receive an education in this. 


great ſchool. No medium has yet 


been found between abſolute immu-- 


nity, and the groſſeſt licentiouſneſs.. 


Rid but the beſt among us of the 
many obligations, by which nature 
and ſociety ſecure his attachment, 
and all that futurity can threaten: 
ſhalt not be able to check his preſent 


madneſs. Such, it would ſeem, is. 


our native turbulence of mind, that, 


even in the higheſt ſtate of improve- 


ment, a certain degree of authority - | 
is neceſſary to keep us within bounds. 


Philoſophers themſelves are as much 
flaves to their whims in many reſpects. 
as ideots. Even tyrants, who ſpurn 


at the common laws of humanity, 
cannot wholly diſengage themſelves. 
EE ton 


o MATERNAL AUTHORITY. 15 


= from other rules of cBaduet, which £ 
bind them ſtill more forcibly than | 
thoſe they EY 


le is, a a fundamental 
maxim in the conſtitution of human 
nature, that we have no real enſoy- 
ment of freedom, without previouſly 
ſuffering reſtriction. To give ſociety 
all the advantage of this principle, 
it ſhould firſt be applied, while our 
minds are yet in a ſtate of infancy. 
Women, eſpecially, ſhould be ac- 
cuftomed to the earlieſt habits of 
ſubjection and obedience. They are 
ſeldom enſlaved, unlefs by the moſt 
_ worthleſs of our ſex; but neither 
does it ſeem the intention of nature, 
they ſhould openly at leaſt aſſume 
the lead. Habits of attention and 
| B 4 deference 
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deference to ſome one, whom they 
ought to conſider as their ſuperior, 
is, on this account, the very beſt 
introduction they can have to that 
ſort of life which moſt becomes them. 
Nor is there a more infallible method 
of fortifying their tender and delicate 
natures againſt all the croſs and un- 
toward accidents of life. It pro- 
duces, eſpecially, all that ſobriety. 
of temper, and ſerenity of heart, in 
which, as in a fertile ſoil, the 8 | 
teous and benign graces of reſigna- 
tion andhumility ſpring up and proſ- 
per. In ſhort, you never ſaw a pee- 
viſh,. croſs, or . fantaſtic girl, Who 
did not owe the worſt diſpoſitions- 
that can be imputed to her, to thoſe; 
under whoſe care the n ber earli- 
eſt years. . 
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It is aſtoniſhing how ſoon children 


graſp at dominion, and how peculi- 
arly unhappy, like all other tyrants, 


they generally ſeem in the very me- 
ridian of power! They never know. 


ſo little, either what they need, or 


what they would have, as when eve 


ry one, and every thing is at their 


command. This is a ſtate of mind 


to which no creature is equal. It 


intoxicates the ſtrongeſt, and who . 
can tell how pernicious and deplora- 


ble its influence muſt be on the 


weakeſt? Thus abandoned to them 
ſelves, their feelings are tinged with 
acrimony, and their tempers de- 
ranged by caprice. They are al- 


ways teizing, and always teized. 
Peace is a ſtranger to their breaſts, 


| and they cannot bear to ſee others 
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pleaſed while they are out of hu- 


mour. Their little unruly hearts 
being perpetually diſtracted and cha- 
grined, fancy aſſumes a direction in 


all their attachments and averſions, 


which it never after relinquiſhes. 
And who would not tremble for the 
unavoidable wretchednefs of that 
child, who ſeems ſolicitous only to 
be troubleſome, and amuſed - with 


nothing that does not give uneaſineſs 


and difturbance to others? For ſhe 
whom all her ſenfes continually con- 
vince that ſhe is every thing, and all 
around her leſs than nothing, like 


an effeminate Eaſtern deſpot, is na- 


turally and unavoidably lazy, _ 


nate, and NY 


1 here are parents 15 abſorbed in 


\ 


ov MATERNAL AUTHORITY. 11 


the conceit of their own manage- 


5 ment, and duped by a ſelfiſh partia- 


lity for their judgments, that it is 
impoſſible to point out to them any 
error for which they have not a thou- 


fand excuſes. They place a mighty 


ſtreſs upon the difference of their 


feelings; and while you admoniſh 
| them to be diffident, and to turn an 
impartial eye to their improprieties, 
rhey deride your honeſty, and throw 


upon you the vulgar imputation of 
feverity and harſhneſs. They little | 
think how very abſurd and deplora- 
ble the impertinences of their ſpoiled 


and petulant children appear to per- 


ſons of diſcernment, who are not 


blinded by a parent's fondneſs, and 
who ſcorn to affect a complaiſance, 


where they can only be-Tilled with 
diſguſt, 
What 


12 AN ADDRESS ro MOTHERS: | 


What elſe but this pitiful fſterh 
of female depravity, is the ſource of 
all thoſe freaks, vanities, and affec- 
tations, which, in all ages, and all 
ranks, haye rendered ſo many of the 
ſex ridiculous? - Why, as well be- 
fore, as after they have families of 


their own, are they ſo perfectly chi- 
merical and romantic in their feel- 


ings and ideas, ſo melancholy and de- 


jected under the common diſappoint- 
ments of life, and ſo peculiarly reſt- 
leſs and fretful even while gratified 
in all their wiſhes ? The reaſon we 


all know. It is a ſcandal to human 
nature, and a ſtanding ſarcaſm on 
common ſenſe. It poiſons the ſprings 
of life, and renders thoſe feelings, 


which ſhould be the bleſſing, the 


very curſe of exiſtence. For whatever 


IT the paſſions of their * 
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ters, or intoxicates their fancies with 


giddineſs and pride, dazzles their 
riſing minds with the glare of fa- 
ſhion, or inflames their tender affec- | 
tions with fictitious deſires, may be 
traced with certainty to the pernicious 
and ill -judged tenderneſs of mo- 
| thers. It is with them preciſely as 
with plants and ſaplings of all kinds. 
They are healthy, beautiful, and 
good, in proportion to the ſtraight- 


neſs of their growth; but the mo- 
ment that begins to bend, knots and 
protuberances break out, and they 


fall a prey to rottenneſs and vermin. 


Think, ye who have families, how 
it is with yourſelves, in what your 


| domeſtic - bliſs chiefly. conſiſts, by 


what means things are made moſt 
18 e caſy 


woman would with to rob that man 


of 
** 
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eaſy to you! There is not one a- 
mong you, who will ſeriouſly ſay, that 
any part of your comfort in a con- 
Jugal ſtate ariſes from an unlimited 
indulgence of all your conceits, an 
obſtinate perſeverance in unhappy 


prepoſſeſſions, a fullen refentment of 
every inconſiderate expreſſion, a diſ- 


ſatisfaction with the circumſtances in 
which you are, a peeviſh miſcon- 
ſtruction of the accidents that may 
befall you, or a ſpurning with fury 
at occaſional contradiftion. You 


well know, that men in general are 


not to be driven, like an herd of 
cattle, or teized, as puppies ſome- 


times are, into good- nature. Inde- 


pendence is one of the moſt valuable 
prerogatives of their nature, and no 


of 


9 yy — „ 1 


ox MATERNAL AUTHORITY. 1 5 


of i it, for whom ſhe has any real re- 


gard. And, mere fools out of the i 


queſtion, whoever does part with it, 
muſt in return, at leaſt, receive ſome 


equivalent. But petulance, croſſ- 


neſs, and levity, are qualities, which 
no man who reſpects himſelf, and his 


on ae would purchaſe at «ay 


Pug” 


* www 


8 Mp He theſe the means, if domi- 


nion is your object, to acquire it. 
Whatever your charms, whatever 
your powers of pleaſing may be, 
they ceaſe to operate the moment 
you begin to ſcowl, or fret, or 
ſtorm. You are born to be ſhel- 
tered, protected, and cheriſhed, by 

one, whoſe temper, for that rea- 3 


fon, it is your duty, your intereſt, 


your 
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Sr, higheſt honour, to - ſtudy. and 
preſerve. Your perverſeneſs, there- 
fore, muſt recoil - chiefly. on your- 
ſelves; and, amidſt your ſweeteſt | 
enjoyments, prove a fruitful ſpring 
of bitterneſs and ſorrow. - Inſtead of 
anſwering the purpoſes of a benevo- 
lent Providence, you would alſo, on 
this ſuppoſition, act as an emiſſary 
of ſome malignant ſpirit, in blaſting 
his peace of mind, who, of all the 
world, ſhould be deareſt to you. 
For, if he has no comfort at home, 
where ſhall he find it? And woe 
unto her, who can be caly: while he 
4s not. e 
But the heart of the diſcontented, 
as well as that of the wicked, is like 
the TROUBLED SEA, WHICH. NEVER IS | 
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AT REST, and inceſſantly casTING 


FORTH MIRE AND DIRT. The mind 
that is low or vicious, unſettled in 
its deſigns, or ſordid in 1ts purſuits, 


is ruffled, unhinged, and irritated by 


every thing. And the beſt of men 


may pity, but cannot long be fond 
of the woman, had ſhe all the charms 


of all the moſt lovely of her ſex, who 


is ſeldom or never chearful, whoſe 
heart feels no ſenſations but thoſe of 
diſlike, who delights in nothing ſo 


much as in putting a bad meaning 
on whatever, by any means in the 
world, can bear it; who ſeems in- 
genious only to refine' on her o. 
unhappineſs, and to whom the mereſt 
trifles are a ſerious and perpetual 
_ cauſe of uneaſineſs. | 
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howling of the wind, the ſight of a 
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Human nature, and eſpecially the 
female ſyſtem, is happily and wiſely 
repleniſhed with fuch a variety of 
ſenſibilities, as are fully adequate to 
all the purpoſes of ſocial intercourſe, 
or "domeſtic life. Nor are there 
wanting, among the beſt and moſt 
accompliſhed of the fex, who loudly 
complain ef having more of this 
tender and delicate quality than is 
always conſiſtent with their happineſs 
and eaſe. Their affections kindle at 


every thing. Timidi to exceſs, and 


debilitated by an habitual indulgence 


of conſticutional weakneffes, their 


whole frames, as if tottering on. 
the verge of diſſolution, are inceſ- 


lantly deranged by the moſt trivial 


ſhocks. The jarring of a door, the 


frag 


TY 
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frog or a mouſe, incident to al- 
moſt any ſituation, frequently flings 


them into ſuch fits of perturbation, 


as ſeriouſly endanger their lives. 
So heavy is the preſſure of ſenſibility, 
which refts eternally on their hearts, 


that they are literally on their guard 
againſt nothing. Always apprehen- 
ſive, they exhauſt their whole time in 
avoiding evils, which, originating in 
their own minds, do nevertheleſs per- 


petually harraſs their feelings, and 


_ dafh their joys. The leaſt indiſpoſi- 
tion of body, the ſmalleſt accident 
in life, a reſtleſs night, a frightfut 
dream, or a cloudy ſky, awaken all 


their anxieties, fill their heads with 
difagreeable ideas, and their hearts 


with painful ſenſations; ruffle the 


Ca ſweeteſt 
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ſweeteſt tempers, give a peeviſh ſen- 
fibility to the fineſt natural diſpoſi- 
tions, and envelope every circum- 
ſtance, however agreeable, and every 
proſpect, however promiſing, with 
which they are connected, in one thick, 
ill-boding, impenetrable gloom. Per- 
haps the nerves of theſe unfortu- 
nate individuals may be of ſuch a 
peculiar conſtruction, as no ſtate of 
.mortality could better accommodate. 
Their ſenſations are evidently too 
exquiſitely tempered. for life, too 
fine and delicate for the * thouſand. 
« ſhocks,” which, in the preſent diſ- 
tracted maze of madneſs. and im- 
piety, muſt be felt; and, take them 
for all in all, they are much leſs qua- 
lified for earth than heaven. 


This. 
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This mental imperfection, ſo trou- 
| lane and inconvenient to many 


valuable women, which converts 


their native gentleneſs into melan- 
.choly, their ſpirit or vivacity into 
impatience, and from which their 
fineſt ſentiments take an edge or co- 
lour, which heightens every calami- 
ty, and tinges every object with ſad- 


neſs, is, notwithſtanding, ſometimes 


affected by thoſe whom nature has 
bleſſed with a make much more du- 
rable and robuſt. This is a ſtrange 
-abuſe of thoſe imitative Powers, 
| which were. given, not for putting 
you in poſſeſſion of the foibles and 
defects, but of the virtues and per- 
fections of others. And thoſe mo- 
thers but 11 conſult the future fe- 
n. any more than the uſefulneſs 
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of their dangkters, who do not ſtu- 
diouſly guard their juvenile affec- 
tions againſt exceſſive refinement, and 
ſtill more againſt hypocriſy. To a 
man of feeling, extreme delicacy, in 
the partner of his life and fortune, is 
an object of great and conſtant con- 
cern; but a fjemblance of ſuch de- 
licacy, where it does not really exiſt, 
is an inſult on his diſcernment, and 
muſt ultimately inſpire him with a- 
verſion and diſguſt. 


Truſt me, Heaven could never 
| have endowed you with fo much ſen- 
ſibility, in order to make you ſullen 
and moroſe. This were the fame as 
to ſuppoſe. that the ſun was created 
on purpoſe to darken the rr 
How n unbeſeeming is 4 
e = 
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proud imperious temper in a make 
thus exquiſitely feeble and elegant! 
Who would not be ſhocked to hear 
the ſweereſt and fin | 
rhe bittereſt language; to obſerve fea- 


tures, the moſt delicate and tovely,. 


| diſtorted with indignation, and eyes, 

fitted to diſcloſe and attract the dear- 
eft feelings of the heart, ſparkle and- 

vedden with violence N | 


Theſe are not the weapoits with 
which Providence arms you. Nor 
do you ever ſueceed ſo ill in any of 
your ſchemes, or deſigns, on our 
ſex, as when theſe are the means. 
You are bleffed in a degree far ſupe- 
rior to us wich alt the moſt winning 
graces of frumaniry, and all the ſoft- 


N of perfuaſion. Tour very 
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forms, are emblems of beauty ; you 
have minds ſuſceptible of the beſt 
impreſſions, and capable of the high- 
eſt embelliſhments: your manners 
inſenſibly exhibit the pureſt gentle- 
neſs and affability, and the law of 
kindneſs dwells on your lips. 


This, whatever you are, is but a 


faint deſcription of what nature 


meant your daughters ſhould be. 
But muſt not ſomething, very differ- 
ent be the conſequence of their weak 
and infant minds operating without 
any regulation, proceeding. on. no 
principle,, and pointing to no end? 
Nothing can be more volatile and 
excentric than the feminine genius, 
or require ſo much attention and 
government. Aud this, if not ot done | 
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before the affections are miſplaced, 
the paſſions inflamed, the judgment 
miſled, and the heart addicted to folly 
or inſignificance, will never after be 
in your power. The traveller who 
begins his journey in a wrong path, 
knows not how far he may wander, 
to what dangers he may be expoſed, 
or where his deviations may termi- 
nate. In entering the tedious pil- 
grimage of life we run preciſely the 

ſame riſque that he does. Let once 
aur ſubordinate propenſities riſe to 
a height, and no ſubſequent effort, 
either of ours, or of thoſe with 
whom we are connected, can poſſibly | 
zeſtrain them. | 


and judge for yourſelves, from what 


* 
* 


| EL | | you. 
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you ſee. Are they who never felt 2 
curb, equally feeling, and prudent, 
and reſpectable mothers and heads 
. fingle inſtance is no juſt excep- 
tion to a general fact. You all 
know it is not. And were the 
moſt indulgent parents conſtant wit- 
veſſes of the wretchedneſs their in- 
conſiderate fondneſs occaſions in fa- 
Wag e "ney" WORE” OE Op” 


Allow yourſetves, therefore, my 
readers, to be put in mind of 
iy. Tris what you owe to Heaven, 
9 as. (Fi 
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\ 


4s your country, to your own hearts. 


Controvert not the gracious defigns 
of nature, by making the worſt uſe 


of her beſt gift. Nor mar, through 
a tenderneſs, which terminates in the 


_ deſtruction of its object, that excel- 


lence, which might, otherwiſe, become 
the maſterpiece of the creation. 


The plan of God, in every line of 


the female form and character, is 
obvious, and fuited with wonderful 


grace and exactneſs to all the exigen- 
cies of ſociety. There is nothing, 
for example, on which the purity of 


| morals depends fo much, among all 
ranks, as the manners of women. 
The more theſe relax, and degene- 
rate, the more vicious and contemp- 
tible we unavoidably become. 
G . It 
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It is with you, who have the charge 
of their earlieſt years, to make them 
what you pleaſe. And who can tell 
with what weight the malediction of 
poſterity may fall on the memories 
of thoſe, who, by a lenity pitiful 
in itſelf, and baneful in its con- 

ſequences, add to our many other 
national calamities, the extreme in- 
ſignificance and profligacy of thoſe 
with whom our only hopes of reſto- 
ration are n , eee, 
25 ts; ir poſſible | you can remain in- 
ſenſible to the outrage, which this 
ſort of trifling with the deareſt con- 
cerns of your offspring, muſt do 
your own feelings? How can you 
-reconcile the well-known workings 
of maternal affection, with a conduct 
3 ee e 
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ſo materially and manifeſtly injurious. 
to your children? Is it a regard for, 
their welfare, that induces you to. 
let them cultivate every habit, in- 
dulge every paſſion, practiſe every 
impertinence, and catch every vul-, 
garity, which can poſſibly hurt. 
their minds, and debaſe their man- 
ners? or is it a ſufficient apology. 
for adopting means thus big with 
misfortune and miſery, that ſuch a. 
ſyſtem of tuition is agreeable to their 
own inclinations? 75 


What would become of us all, 
were we thus treated by the God that 
made us? and you cannot love your 
children better than he does his. 
Vet he corrects them often, though 
never but in mercy. And they ſub- 
mit to all the diſaſters he inflicts, 
wal : ES 
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with a filial confidence in his fa- 
therly concern. They learn to be 
candid and charitable, even by the 
blackeſt and falſeſt imputations, to 
which their very beſt deeds are lia- 
ble; to be open and fincere, from 
the hypocriſy that ſo perpetually per- 
plexes and injures them; to be tem- 
perate, by the poverty they ſuffer, and 
patient, by the hardſhips they un- 
dergo: and, different as it may ſeem 
from your conduct, we generally ſee 
thoſe ſuffer moſt whom he loves beſt. 
But, for the fame reaſon that your 
method is always condemned, his is 


always juſtified, by the event; ſince 


the greateſt trials uniformly produce 
the greateſt worth, Did not his own 

Son, and our Saviour, learn obedi- 
_ ence by what he ſuffered ? But, ac- 
_ cording to your way of thinking, 
e OD In 
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how inexorably ſevere was it, to treat, 
wich the moſt abſolute dereliction, 
and heavieſt calamity, one. infinitely 
dearer to hiu than all creatures, and 

all worlds; one who did always the 
things that pleaſed him; one who 
Had no will, who knew none, but his; 
one who lo ed whatever he loved, and 
diſſiked whatever. he diflikeck! And 
dare the fondeft parent of you alt 
pretend more value for your child 
chan he had for his ? or will you fup- 
poſe all this done without the wiſeſt 
intention, or think the character of 
Jeſus no better for what he ſuffered ® 
er fay your daughters are not the 
worſe for being faved fo officiouſty 
from thoſe kindly reſtraints, and that 
ſalutary ſubjection of mind, on which 
fo muck of their future welfare de- 


* | 
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DOMESTIC ATTENTION. 


a 


T 1s a matter of ſerious and deep 

concern to us, who addreſs you, 
and of infinite moment to you who. 
hear, to enquire whether our labours 
be of any real ſervice, make any 
good impreſſion, weaken any leading 
vice, or ſtamp any laudable princi- 
ple. Without bringing this matter 
home to our own hearts and con- 
ſciences reſpectively, we may toil, 
and you attend for ever, to very little 
purpoſe. 


8 * all admit, that the well- . 
known importance of the female 
character 
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charabter to every poliſned ſtate of 
ſociety, gives it an obvious and im- 


mediate claim on all our diligence 
and ſolicitude. Direction or aſſiſt- 


ance, in the education of your 
daughters is, conſequently, one of 
the beſt and kindeſt offices we can 
do Jou. 


At the ſame time it is a ſubject, we 
are ſenſible, but little adapted to pleaſe 
thoſe who think themſelves above ad- 
vice, and on whoſe minds and lives 


no advice has ſo little influence as 


that which has the improvement of 
the heart for its object. It is a ſubject, 

which all who treat their deareſt off- 
ſpring with the crueleſt indulgence, 


cannot but hear and recollect with a 


mixture of reluctance and pain. It 
is e which thoſe eſpecially, 
* : who 
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ho fancy virtue to be ſomething 
extremely inconſiſtent with the daily 
occurrences of common life, very 
ſagely conelude to be wholly out of 
our ſphere. It is a ſubject, which, 
notwithſtanding, ſtrikes me as one of 
che moſt laſting, intereſting, and uni- 
verſal eee 


10 


Al V Mm all | view, and all cha- 


the manners, principles, ih difpe- | 
ſitions of our women. We are lite- 
rally as much theirs by culture as by | 
birth. They are the firſt to receive 
us from the hands of our Maker, 
and their hearts, from the moment 
We are born, are totally abſorbed in 
our welfare. On them our tendereſt 
cares devolve, and it ĩs not uncom- 


, 
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mon to incorporate cheir vices and 
diſeaſes with the careſſes we ſhare, 


and the nouriſhment they give. From 


them we have all our firſt, livelieſt, 


and moſt operative impreſſions; and 
the man who regards them without 
reſpect is a monſter. It is hard to 
Tay how much the feelings and con- 


| ceptions of our minds, as well as the 
organization of our bodies, may be 


affected through them. Our conſti- 
tutions are peculiarly faſhioned by 
theirs. It is rare, at leaſt, that a very 
ſickly mother ne an healthy 
d, 


We n 1 women, 4 cd | 


was of all the world begins,. and in 


education all, depends on a proper 
. Our manners, our taſtes, 
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our pleaſures, whatever contributes 
to make our lives joyous and happy, 
originates with them. So that, to 


ſecure the morality of after-ages, and 


render poſterity ſuperior to us in 


every thing great and praife-worthy, 
we ſhould bend all our talents and 
attention to the formation, purity, 


and * of the female mind. 


a power of habir has been Joog ; 
acknowledged, and is but little un- 5 
derſtood. It may well aggravate, 
but never can extenuate the demerit 


of vice, Blameable as parents are; 
in not correcting the foibles of their 


children, thefe foibles are not the leſs 
criminal when matured into faults. 
We are individually endowed with 
reaſon and conſcience, that we may 

| „„ * 
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judge for ourſelves, and act by our 
own wills. And this is the firſt and 
moſt material uſe we can ever make 
of theſe powers. | 


It is ſhameful to have no principles 
of our own, to be enſlaved by the 
opinions of others, to overlook, even 
in trifles, the everlaſting diſtinction 
between right and wrong, or to in- 
dulge ourſelves in thinking, or feel- 
ing, or doing that, which we know 
is improper. Bad habits, to be ſure, 
are extremely obſtinate; and thoſe. 
by whom young minds imbibe them, 
are guilty in proportion to the degree 
of miſery they are calculated to pro- 
Auce, and the very few chances they 
allow of amendment. But all virtue · 
n on our part, the moſt unre- 

D's Cmmed” 
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mitted exertion, and age is never ſo 
properly ſpent as in atoning for the 
1 rnes of youth. on £9 


* 


Were it not The theſe, and the va- 


rious temptations that ſurround us, 


the reduction of pride, and modera- 


tion of paſſion, and all the duties of 


humility and ſelf- denial, were unne - 
ceſſary. Bleſſed and fortunate are 
thoſe daughters, who owe to a wor- 5 


eſt diſpoſitions, and the pureſt minds: 4 


bur how much more reſpectable and 
meritorious are they, whoſe virtues 


are 8 my own oa 1 


Tou may ole ſee wAY at a eer- 
tain age, become alt at once thought- 
ful, ; and reſerved; And this, 

perhaps, 


on poxnshte A t riöb. 39 | 


Y perhaps, is one of the moſt critical 


periods in the progreſs of female im- 
provement. Ideas are then conteiv- 
ed, fentiments felt, and opinions 


formed, that may ruin them for life. 
It is now, eſpecially, that the beg- 


garly and abject propenſities of in- 


dolence and floth ſtruggle for the 
maſtery. And theſe, of all others, 
becaufe moſt inveterate, are moſt to 


be dreaded. The infinite ſwarm of 


| fancies, chimeras, and imaginary e- 


vlls they propagate and mature, are 
the greateſt, the moſt laſting, uncon- 


querable enemies of female quiet. 


i 


The interv als of domeſtic attention 
will always be numerous and unavoĩid- 
able: and by what other means than 


an active diſpoſition are theſe to be 
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__ laudably employed, and turned to per- 
manent advantage? It is wonderful, 
for want of this, to what a world of 
| inſignificance the lives of multitudes 
are devoted. What is it in which 
we do not rather engage, than ſub- 
mit to be the victims of a liſtleſſneſs 
more intolerable than pain itſelf? 
Vet, in this ſenſation, horrid as it is, 
all the luxury of eaſe, unavoidably a 
-terminates, and frivolity, or ſcandal, 

1 or gaming, are its certain conſe- 

5 quences. But tell me, ye who know, 

# and .are judges - of character, what 

truth, or candour, or. honeſty, or ſim- 
plicity of heart, can be expected in 
| 3 neighbourhood of ſuch habits? 

q Yet theſe are habits, which, under a 

1 variety of diſguiſes, every virgo 

1 Prevall. | mn. 
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But there are not wanting, perſons 
wo vindicate purſuits like theſe, on 
this moſt worthlck Ne e 
they know. not: how otherwiſe to oe- 
cupy, or get rid of thoſe hours, which 
hang ſo heavily on their hands. Have 
they then no duties 20 perform, 
no buſineſs to attend, no object 
to purſue, nothing to do, but to 
loiter, and doze away, in the molt | 
Lontemptible inſipidity, the ineſtima- 
ble bleſſings of time and life; as if 
they were made rather to breathe and 
rot, than. live and labour? Or, ſince 
they muſt not be unemployed, as if 
the worſt things were more ſuited to 
their taſtes and inclinations than the 
beſt; or, as if happineſs conſiſted in 
indolence and diſeaſe, rather than 
Activity and health. . 8 
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As, therefore, you value the future 
welfare of your daughters, in body, 
mind, and eftate, keep them always 

active and employed. Nature, in- 

deed, ſeems to have meant them for 
the ſtill ſcenes of retirement: but ſe- 
dentary habits, in the extreme, are 

fatal to thouſands of them. They 
inevitably debilirare all the powers 
of action, produce a moping, me- 
lancholy, and romantic temper, foſ- 
ter diſpoſitions of the moſt infuffer- 
able fluttiſnneſs, petrify the heart 

with ignorance and inſenſibility, and 
are a ſource” of more female com- 
plaints and inquietudes than almoſt 
all other ekufes pur togerher. 1 


Reſt is the Adin prerogative * 
a motion the duty of youth. Bu- 
"Bnet, 


of the female world. 


Think not, Wiebe you acquit 


yourſelves ſufficiently on this head, 


by ſtimulating your daughters to the 
vulgar employments of their ſex, or 
that their habits of induſtry can be 


much improved by loitering i in thoſe 


: feminaries of vice and inſignificance, 
where they acquire nothing but the 


foibles, inſipidities, and delirium of 
their berters. — are by no means 


the capital concerns of female life, 


and for that Faſon- are improperly 


made the Aſt or ee objects in 


F (ES female 
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Eneſs, well directed, is an antidote to 
almoſt every evil; while idlenefs may 
1 conſidered as the prolific parent 


of all the improprieties, elopements, 
or crimes, which blacken the annals | 
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female education. A very mort tinte 
may render the dulleſt of them abun- 
dantly expert in whatever they need 
of this ſort. And where is the uti- 
lity. of cultivating, with ſo much aſ- 
fiduity and labour, habits or arts not 
_ eſſential to happineſs ? 


At a certain time of life there is 
but little reaſon to guard them againſt. 
inactivity. Nature, invariably atten- 
tive to her. own intereſt, ſeldom ſuf- 
fers thoſe ſprings, on which ſo much 
of her well-being depends, to conti- 
nue long unexerted. Your only bu- 
ſineſs, then, 1s properly to time and 
point their movements; and the more 
of plan and preciſion you give them, 
the better. N ever allow your daugh- 
ters, unleſs you would have them diſ- 
AN 
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ringuiſhed for every contemptidle 
quality, to be capricious in their 


preferences, or deſultory in their me- 


thod of purſuing them, volatile in 
the humours and paſſions they diſco- 


ver, or dilatory in accompliſhing any 


of their ſchemes, inaccurate in their 
deſigns, or careleſs in the execution. 


jg them not to be buſy without 


an object, to work without contri- 


vance, or act, or ſpeak, or even trifle 
| without principle. | 


1 


F amily affairs are by far the moſt 


proper objects to engroſs their minds, 


or occupy their talents. This is their 


natural province. Here they are 


made to ſhine and preſide: and he 
is a fooliſh or worthleſs huſband, 


who ſhews the leaſt inclination to 
Hh Fs you 
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Juſtle them out of their ſphere. But 
how pitiful is the wife, who, by ig- 
norance or inattention, an obſtinate 
ſtupidity, or a ſlatternly temper, ren- 
ders even this e re 


Gble ! 


You can never we them good 


houſe- wives without attaching them 
<arly to the houſe. Make home a- 


greeable to them, and they will ne- 


ver wiſh to leave it. The great ſe- 


cret of working e effectually on their 
tender natures, is to keep them in 


perpetual chearfulneſs and good-hu- 
mour. Impoſe no taſks, but by way 
f conferring an obligation. Be pe- 


remptery in all, but uſe an air of for- 


bidding authority in none of your re- | 
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it would be madneſs to think of dri- 
ving them. It is not the reputedly 
rigid and ſevere, but your over-in- 
dulgent parents, who ſtrike and teaze 
their children moſt, and who by that 
means incur, in their turn, their 
greateſt negligence, diſlike, and diſ- 
reſpect. For the vulgar, 1 intemperate 
_ fondneſs. of mothers, like the 1 imper- 


 inent familiarity of friends, invaria- 


bluy breeds contempt. Deprive your 
daughters of no harmleſs emoyment 
in your Preſence, which they can 
have. out of it. They will think 
with pleaſure of being old, when they 
Tee you ſo unwilling to Jones: you 
once Were n 


"Thus 1 at Ps y 


And 


nts eie hen ARON . | 
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And it will be much for your credit, 

as well as happy for them, that they 
are always more diſpoſed to entertain 
than to viſit. Hoſpitality i is one of 
the ſweeteſt; moſt amiable; and moſt | 
captivating, of all the domeftic vir- 
tues. Nothing can be more grace- 


ful and becoming in the young and 


the beautiful, than all thoſe pleaſing 


cares and attentions which originate 
in a generons ſolicitude to oblige. 

Where theſe are wanting, ſelfiſhneſs, 
reſerve, or haughtineſs, or ſome dull, 
dirty, or teſty peculiarity, which ſuſ- 


pets inſincerity in every profeſſion, 
hypocriſy in every character, and de- 


. 1 5 1 
ceit under every poſſible appearance, 


uſually predominates. Though it 
happens not a little fortunately to 


ne * of this narrow 


hearted 
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| hearted principle, that, while they 
make others keep their diſtance, they 


afford them ſome ſatisfaction i in their 


turn, by being obliged by ſyſtem to 


keep their own. 


The beſt way; dp m6 give 


your children a ſuperior and oppo- 


and affable, frank and condeſcend- 
ing, generous, hoſpitable, and open; 
| hearted, is to rivet their young and 
ardent attentions wholly on domeſtic 
concerns. Initiate them thoroughly 


in this ſcience,. repleniſh. their little 


hearts with theſe virtues, and no ac- 
ceident or calamity can henceforth 
tarniſh their health, their beauty, or 
their worth. Leave them ignorant 
of nothing, which. can in the leaſt 
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degree adminiſter to the convenience 


or comfort of thoſe whoſe happineſs 


may hereafter depend upon their 


eare. The habits thus acquired, un- 


der your inſpection, will never forſake 
them. And when fortune, friends, 


and youth, with every other tempo- 
rary and exterior excellenee, are all 
no more, this, like that Heaven 
which beſtows it, will be a pleaſure 
to a fee and A my to all 


Should it even * lot to be 
fervants, they will then accommodate 
themſelves to the will of ſuch as em- 
ploy them, with fidelity and aſſiduity. 


In wedlock, their prudeneę And de- 
licacy may probably preſerve the 
| hearts of their n., their ceco- 


2 „ 
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E 


nomy mult certai inly prove an invio- 


lable ſecurity of their property. Suck 
is the woman your daughter may be- 


come. The inſignificance of a frib- 
ble, ſhould ſhe be curſed with one, 
may pique her pride, and his con- 


tumely infult her merit, but ſhe has 


ſenſe enough to conceal her contempt 
ſor the one, and meekneſs enough to 
bear the injuries of the other. Her 
ſervants, if ſhe has any, regard her 
with confidence, becauſe ſhe treats 


them with humanity. | 
mands are never neglected by thoſe 
whom the never flights. Her chil- 


Her com- 


ure poſſeſs her kindneſs, and return 


She loves them without weak - 


As and corrects them without an- 


ger. 


wiſhes them to be, 
to what they are. 


Her fondneſs for what ſhe 
blinds her not 
How endearing 
"on. 


E 2 | 


52 .AN ADDRESS ro MOTHERS. | 


and delightful all her domeſtic at- 
tentions! What makes her ſuch a 
comfort to her family and friends ? 
She is never ſo happy, never ſo. much 
in her element, as in doing ſome 
kind, obliging, or good-natured ac- 
tion to one or other of them. Wher- 
cver there is an aching head, or an 
aching heart, you fhall always find 
her buſy, like ſome heavenly or be- 
nignant ſpirit, adminiſtering relief, 
and her inexpreſſible tenderneſs, in 
moſt caſes, is a more uniyerſal ca- 
tholicon than all the noftrums, which 
fear, phyſic, and folly, have hitherto 
impoſed on the world. Solicitous 
for the welfare of all, all have a 
grateful ſenſe of her goodneſs. The 
order which reigns in her houſe, is 
but a picture of her own beautiful 
and harmonious mind. Few acci- 
dents 
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1 take her unprepared, interrupt 
her arrangements, or affect her equa- 


nimity. She ſees and alleviates every 
diſtreſs, removes every inconveni- 


ence, rectifies every miſtake, and re- 
conciles every difference. Ye liber- 


tines, who have no intereſt in ſuch a 
treaſure, what are all your lawleſs, 


dear- bought enjoyments, compared 


with thoſe which a man of ſenſibility 
and principle receives from the ten- 


derneſs and affections of a wife like 


this! Who would not wiſh to be 


united to ſuch perfection? What 


huſband would not triumph in an 


acquiſition ſo ineſtimable? What 


daughter would not regard her ma- 
ternal accompliſhments with a mix- 
ture of Enmulagion and gratitude? 


4 


E 3 DILIGENCE 
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DILIGENCE AND ACTIVITY, | 


(7 E have feldom much credit 


from mere plodding, or labo- 


rious littleneſs, which at beſt is but 


a defpicable ſpecies of mimickry. 


- Merit is the reſult only of fuch a 


conduct as is voluntary and ſelf-de- 


figned. So that to reach any lauda- 
ble degree of virtue, we muſt, by the 


free and independent exerciſe of our 


on judgments, attend to the nature, 


connections, and energies of things, 


and at once ſettle and execute what 


appears to us the moſt eligible plan 


of action. 


m 


They 


pd 
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* 


They whoſe minds have no 
cern in any thing they do, are 
ſlaves of habics they never formed, 
and of paſſions they never felt; the 
awkward puppets of cuſtom, or po- 
pular prejudice. No excellence was 
ever acquired by a paltry ſubjection 
to vulgar or faſhionable mains _ 
modes. 8 | 


It is the abject dread of fingu« 
larity which keeps all little minds ſo 
perpetually ſtarch and infignificant; 

tal manners of che world, however 

contemptible or flagitious. 
have neither underſtandings to dif. 
cern, nor hearts to feel, that the lead- 
jag policy of all vice is to render 
= rival virtue unfaſhionable. 

: E +: And, 
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And, with an ignorant and profli- 
gate majority on her ſide, ſhe has it 


not only in her power to carry the 


worſt meaſures, but to fix an indeli- 


ble 5 on the beſt. 


„ nailing cat be expected 
Fav female education, while it con- 
tinues ſo much matter of mere form, 
as. it is but dullneſs, inſipidity, or 
worthleſſneſs. Yet they who have it for 


their expreſs buſineſs to expoſe, and 
cenſure, and correct every moral im- 
| propriety, are ſtill moſt unaccounta- 
bly ſhy in meddling with this. And 
now, from the indifference of ſome, 


the timidity of others, and the falſe 


delicacy of many, the ſubject is be- 
come ſo ſtrange, not to ſay uncom- 


mon, or new, that there is no treat- 
EE, | ing 


| 
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ing it profeſſedly, without an ap- 
pearance of affectation. It has hi- 
therto been rejected, for the very 

reaſon that ought to have determin- 
ed the choice of it; and it is with 
it, as with moſt other things, the leſs f 
ne chat it is ſo ee, | 
7 Infancy. we all ns: is the only 
period which unites levity with in- 
nocence,, enlivens the fancy with the 
full conſent of- the judgment, and 
ſwells the heart without any danger 
of remorſe. It is then, chiefly, that 
every particle of the ſyſtem is a- 
live, and that nature, by inceſſantly 
prompting to action, points out the 
means of molt effectually ſecuring her 
progreſs and perfection. 


5 0 
VS. 
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All young minds are characteriſ- 
tically impetuous, unàwed by dan- 
gers which they never felt, ſuperior 
to difficulties which they never en- 
countered, and in every circumſtance 
and purſuit full of ſpirit and enter- 
prize. It is by this generous and 
commanding principle, that all the 
members of the body acquire ſtrength 
and readineſs in the habitual diſ- 
charge of their reſpective offices; 
that the various faculties of the mind 
open and improve; that hope is in- 
fpired and preſerved; and that every 
latent fpring of activity becomes e- 
laftic and operative. e rot 


— 


Whatever, therefore , tends, how: 
ever remotely, to impede or mar this 
harmonious movement, is a violation 


of 


— 


— 
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of nature, and deſtructive of her ori- 
ginal eſtabliſhment and deſign. Every 
part of the human frame is fabricated 


with the moſt admirable wiſdom, and 


directed to the moſt manifeſt utility. 
And nothing can poſlibly interfere 
with ſuch an exquiſite arrangement, 


which 1 is not hoſtile to the benevolent 


intention of 1 its Maker. 


3 Als 8 univerſally re- 
probated by all the world. It is a 
maxim in the Chineſe government, 


* That if there be a man who does 
6 not work, or a woman that is idle, 


« inthe empire, ſome individual mn 
« ſuffer cold or ating! | 


The Akon puniſhed -dleneſs. 


" law, and empowered their magi- 
0 Blackſtone. 2, 
1 : i 
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ſtrates to examine in what manner 


the people ſingly ſpent their time, 
as well in private as in public; not 


only that none might live by unwor- 


thy occupations, but chiefly that all 


might continue in conſtant employ- 
| ment. 


Though youth be an age of giddi- 
neſs and diſſipation, it is now that 
the tender attention is moſt capable 


of a proper direction. And what- 5 


ever women are to do, or become, 


depends in a great meaſure on the 


feelings then indulged, and the diſ- 
poſitions then acquired. How many 
are the ways, on their firſt ſetting 
out, of hurting their weak frames, 


and furniſhing them with a ſtock of 
ill health, and 2 without in- 


2 5 rendivg 
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ending i it, all their ſubſequent nne 
and comfort ! 

Of theſe, perhaps, none is more 
fatal, or calculated to have a more 


univerſal and immediate effect, than 
that ſort of indulgence and pamper- 
ing, which encourages ſloth, and 
Checks activity. For this is always 
the natural conſequence of eating, or 


ſleeping, or reſting too much. That 
child is by no means in a good ſtate, 


either of body or mind, who diſco- 


vers a frequent inclination to loiter. 
It is a more alarming ſymptom, per- 
haps, than any other. It indicates 
à complication of the moſt dreadful 
diſorders, and, as ſoon as obſerved, 
merits a * and e _— | 


ON. + : Sept 


1 
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Suppreſs not, I conjure you, any 


of thoſe tender and amiable feelings, 


which, for the wiſeſt purpoſes, mark 


eſpecially the maternal character. No 


monſter can be more perfectly and 
vnivtrſally ſhocking, than either fa- 


cher or mother wholly without them. 


The human heart is every where 


the minuteſt concerns of infancy. 
Helplefs innocence is one of the ten- 


dereſt and moft generally intereſting 
— conceptions we form. No good mind 
ever long indifferent to the 


armleſs infinuating prattle of chil- 
| dren. Indifference to them indi- 
Fates a criminal inſenſibility to the 


% I Ione RY VF Tas 


happily and wonderfully touched by 


an infallible mark of ſtupi- 
dity or depravity. From this impu- 
tation, 
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tation, however, it is but juſtice to 
acknowledge your ſex to be much 

freer than ours. Bur from either, 
there is ſome danger in too much 


ſecurity, as well as in too much in- 
dulgence ; though of two great evils, 


the laſt is moſt to be avoided, ſince 

the child hardily brought up, ſo ge- 
nerally turns out a better member of 
| ſociety, than one ſpoiled by an exceſs 
of tenderneſs. 


10 this Rede 3 the 


peaſant and the philoſopher are e- 


qually diſpoſed to continue the dupes 
of their feelings. Lou never can 
correct that fondneſs for your chil- 
dren too frequently and effectually 
which blinds you to their faults, 
| . their appetites, Oy 
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their inclinations, trifles with their 
taſtes and attachments, gives a looſe 
to their paſſions, or rivets their habits 
of ſelf-Iove and confidence. While 
theſe minutiæ are not obſerved and 


checked with ſteadineſs, they keep 


the whole family in perpetual uneaſi- 
neſs. Their humours become capri- 
cious and unmanageable in propor- 
tion as conſulted and indulged. Pee- 
viſhneſs and petulance are the natural 
conſequences of inceſſant fondneſs. 

Their expectations enlarge, and their 
demands increaſe, by your eagerneſs 
and diſpatch to gratify them. The 
more you oblige, the leſs will they 
ſeem obliged. T hey are then not 
governed by you, but you by them; 
and all your pleaſures or enjoyments 


1 unavoidably be ſubſervient to 
1 | | their 8. 
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theirs. The law is not what you, 
but what they, would have it to be. 
This ſhews how much you think 
them the only judges of what is beſt 
for them. You, to whom they owe 
fo. much,. are therefore generally 
treated moſt diſreſpectfully. Nor is 
it too much, but too little correction, 


which makes them ſo very undutiful- 


as they often are. Univerſal and un- 
remitted attention, ſwells them with 
ſuch flattering ideas of their own im- 
portance, as they ſeldom or never 
forget. In caſes where they ought 
not once to heſitate, why bribe and 
coax them, to make them imagine 


they confer a favour when they only 
do their duty? How can they have 
any ſenſe of obedience while under 
no ſort of reſtraint; or yield to any, 
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while all ſeem ſolicitous only to yield 
to them? This pernicious and abſurd 
conduct, you adopt for no other pur - 
poſe, but to ſooth and gratify your 


own habits and feelings, at the cruel 


and laſting expence of theirs. They 
begin much earlier than you imagine 
to make obſervations, and ought for 
that reaſon to be made acquainted as 


| ſoon as poſſible with the utmoſt value 


of every indulgence. Little, how- 
ever, do they, thoughtleſs innocents! 
reflect, that whatever moſt pleaſes 


now, may be ultimately of the moſt 


forbidding and pernicious quality; 


that the wants thus ſoon and ſedu- 
louſly cheriſhed, may become a diſ- 


eaſe as infectious and incurable as 
the plague; and that to the vain and 
viſlouary ampreſfions thus early and 

3 - deeply 
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_ Ueeply imprinted on their tender 
minds, they may probably owe the 
moſt 3 and in veterate e 
tudes of life. | 


Soundneſs of body and mind, is 


42 facrificed in this manner to a 
falſe, capricious, and contemptible 
tenderneſs. Indolence is one of the 
plagues, by which vice conquers, and 
death depopulates the world. It ope- 
rates like thoſe poiſons, which are 


| agreeable to the palate, at the ſame 
time that they lacerate the vitals. It 


deſtroys the appetite, or creates a 


falſe one; and, by lulling one part 


of the ſyſtem always to reft, keeps the 
other always uneaſy. So that food 
ceaſes to nouriſh, ſleep to refreſh, or 


aoy of the ſenſes. to ena, undif- 


turbed, its Proper object. 
"Mm 2 - 1 
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RP hen the humours grow: thick, and - 
ſtagnate for want of motion to warm 
and dilate then}; the muſcles ſtiffen, 
| becauſe deprived of their neceſſary 
moiſture ; obſtructions take place, 
Which produce weakneſs and irregu- 
larity in every animal function; the 
general circulation is impeded, . and 
nature, no longer able to . diſcharge 
the morbid matter, which conſtantly 
accumulates from all her imperfect 
operations, gradually ſickens and ex- 
Pires. 


By ſome ſuch progreſs, more than 
any family taint, moſt cronic and in- 
curable diſeaſes are encouraged. And 
the human conſtitution is uniformly 
ſuſceptible of thoſe 1 injuries, in pro- 
portion to its delicacy. But they are 
_ ealily ſeen and traced by the leaſt 
. 5 _ Giſcerning, 
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diſcerning, as they happen every day, 
in every place, and under every eye. 
And there is not a mother among a 
thouſand, who has it not in her 
power to prevent them, by ſuch an 
attention to the manners and propen- 
ſities of her daughters, as may ſe- 

cond the ſalutary exertions of nature, 
m__ Ns the vigour of lite, 


It were impoſſible, however neceſ- 
un, to enumerate all the bad con- 
ſequences of a ſlothful temper. Na- 

ture has nothing to encounter ſo per- 
fectly oppolite to all her purpoſes, 
and deſtructive of all her principles. 
Lazineſs in our ſex is obvious to all, 
and cenſured by all; and, from the 
peculiar infamy it occali ons, not 1n 

" IE: caſe incurable. But . of- 
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ten lurks onder the moſt ſpecious. 
* ſemblanoes, and, when known, ex- 
cates a reprehenſion doo tender to be 
of much uſe. And you have little 
chance of amendment in thoſe things, 
which, inſtead of being reprobated 
as faults, are only . as misfor- 
tunes. 


Few men, however, will be fond 
of truſting their property, or fami- 
lies, or deareſt concerns, with her, 
whom they know to be thriftleſs. 
And you, who wiſh your daughters 
eligibly ſettled in life, would do well 
to begin by making ſure of this moſt 
eſſential preliminary. For to a man 
of ſterling ſenſe and diſcernment, 
who marries folely to be happy, and 
enjoy, unmoleſted, all the luxuries 


2 
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of domeſtic retirement, 2 frugal diſ- 
poſition, attended with activity and 
diligence, will afford much more ſo- 
lid and ſubſtantial coment, than 2 
large fortune. 


Though all other things were out 
of the queſtion, their virtue and in- 
nocence are never to be forgotten; 
and this, of all the means in the 
world, ſeems moſt likely to ſecure 
it. The progreſs is eaſy and natural. 
A, ſlothful perſon is always dirty, 
and frequently worthleſs. It is from 
want of. care in ourſelves, or others, 
that our perſons are dirty, or our 
minds deformed by vice. And who 
can expect that ſhe, who deigns not 
to keep herſelf clean, will be at the 

trouble to make herſelf good? Surely 
b F 4 5 the 
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FF 


the one requires infinitely more at- 

'tention, and vigilance, and circum- 1 

ſpection, than the other. And the | 
flattern, who is conſtantly praiſing 

her purity of mind, as an apology for 

a habit not ſo eaſily hid, may affect 

to have as many virtues as ſne pleaſes, 

but we all know there is one viee 

to which ſhe is under no ſort of 
temptation. 


= ; Active habits ſhould not only be 
| ecearly formed, but properly directed. 
| Curioſity, the great maſter-ſpring of 
all knowledge and improvement, is 
never ſo thoroughly awake, as. in the 
lively and ſtrong. But that which 
regards the conduct. and miſcarriage 
of others, is worſe than none, as it 
is the low-born humour only of little 
| venomous 
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venomous minds, who, like waſps, 
always hang about the ſweeteſt flow- 
ers, and faſten their ſtings in the ten- 
dereſt ſtems. Whenever this hap- 


pens, by ſome ſtrange miſmanage- 


ment, to be the ruling paſſion of a 
girl, it is obvious what ſort of a wo- 
man ſhe muſt inevitably become. En- 


vy, eſpecially at this time of life, con- 


tracts the underſtanding, as well as 
the heart, and precludes for ever 
« _—_ liberal fedling and idea. 


Why. is the ſex 3 n 
charged with habits of detraction, as 

if ſlander had no other emiſſaries? 
Few mothers are at- ſufficient pains 
to check the beginnings of it in their 
daughters, who are generally very 


Arce 4 in making, and as free in com- 


municating 
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municating their remarks. 
literally true in their caſe, whatever 
it may be in that of others, that if 
calumny had no ear, it would ſoon 
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loſe its tongue. For to liſten to 
their little miſchievous tales, which 


are generally a ſhocking medley of 
truth and falſehood, in but a fingle 
inſtance, is to encourage them in a 


trade, from which they can never de- 


rive any thing but abhorrence and 
_ contempt. Why not, then, enjgin 
them, while yet your injunctions have 

any weight, never to utter a ſyllable 

in your hearing, but in praiſe of 
ſomething laudable? What title have 
they to pronounce on the merit or 


demerit of actions, who are by no 
means competent _ either of 
what _ hear or ſee? - | 


= Tt 


But it is 


depravity. 
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It is the more neceflary to mention 


this particular, that you generally 


find it connected with the moſt in- 


vincible vices and follies. Ignorance 
and malignity are the hideous pa- 


rents of calumny and ſarcaſm ; and 
ſtupidity and ſpleen, the moſt wanton 
impertinence, and unmeaning ill-na- 
ture, the hereditary diſeaſes of this 
monſtrous breed. Great natural parts 
are often buried under the groſſeſt 


vulgarity, and the ſtrongeſt minds, 


on ſome occaſions, exhibit peculiar 
But where knowledge 
and virtue are happily united, it is 
rare to meet with any thing really 
illiberal. Indeed all prejudice and 
ſecret cenſure reſult from want 1 
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Whatever belongs to character, f is 


connected with ſuch a complication 
of circumſtances, that there is no ſee- 


ing it thoreughly, or examining it 
fairly, without the keeneſt, cleareſt, 
ſteadieſt, and moſt delicate diſcern- 
ment. And no worthy, well-inform- 


ed, or humane woman, can ſtoop: to 
buſy herſelf in ſuch paltry and vile 


enquiries, as have no other tendency 


than to add to the infamy of the 
worthleſs, or hurt che credit of the 


- Slant. 


T hen, as you prefer the moſt ſolid 
and agreeable, to peeviſh, inquiſitive, 


and cenſorious tempers, keep your 


young and delicate charge perpetu- 
ally engaged in ſome laudable and 
important purſuit. Give her no time, 
1 opportunity. 


. ⁵— 05> 
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opportunity, encouragement, or ex- 
ample, to meddle with aught in which 
ſhe. bas no ven unleſs yo wiſh 


which he has. the gre, 


Mow bete more N and 
becoming is it in theſe whom Heaven 
has deſtined to be the ornaments and 
ſweeteners of human life, to forgive 
than condemn, to protect than inſult, 
to ſooth than to ſlander! Permit your 
daughters to tell you, and one ano- 
ther, all that can be of ſervice, but 
nothing that cannot; nor ſuffer them, 
on any pretenee, to circulate tales to 
the diſadvantage of others, which, 

for aught you know, may be falſe; 
to credit reports founded in maligni- 
2 to * their doors to tale-bear- 
| t „ ers, 
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them how ſweet and laudable ſenti- 
ments of pity and commiſeration 


are, when fuitably and ſeaſonably 


expreſſed; and how harſh, diſcordant, 


and ſhocking, thoſe. of indifference, 
or anger, or obloquy, to a timid or 


an aching heart. 


Dos yes b your daugh- 


ters to be as eaſy and comfortable as 


life can make them? Now think on 


the happieſt perſons you know. In- 


ſpe& their manners and feelings with 
all the minuteneſs and accuracy in 


your power. Leave not one circum- 


; ſtance i im their lives, or ſentiment of 


their | 


ers, or their ears to officious whiſper- 

ers. Above all, caution them ftriftly 

againſt letting what they hear by ac- 
cident, . tranfpire. by deſign. Tell 


their hearts, unexplored. And you 


will then find they haye leaſt trouble 


in their own minds, who give leaſt to 


others, to whom time is leaſt tedious 
and irkſome, on whom the common 
objects of vulgar attention have leaſt 
influence, and by whom the duties 
of life are leaſt . 


80 many wy ann are the ob- 
higations we have to diſcharge, that 
they are culpable, who can catch 


no indolent perſon ever was, or could 
bear to ſee others happy. On the 
contrary, thoſe who are virtuoufſly 


employed, are always eontented and 


cheerful. Their winds are ſolely en- 


ny by their own affairs. They 


have 
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themſelyes unoccupied but for a mo- 
ment, without confuſion. In truth, 
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have no time to pry into the ſecrets, 
or to perplex the « concerns of their 
neighbours. | | 


It is exerciſe that foftens all their 
cares, leſſens all their troubles, and 
"OR all their enjoyments. This 
is the true philoſopher” s ſtone, which 
en ſweet out of bitter, and gold 
out of droſs; and operating on the 
heart like a charm, turns labour into 
reſt, ſickneſs into health, pain into 
pleaſure, and ſorrow: into joy. Were 
it not for this, their palates could nov 
reliftk ſo keenly, nor their appetites. 
return fo regularly; or they would 
not ſleep ſoundly, or be ſo healthy, 
or in any reſpect ſo uſeful, and pa- 
tient, and pleaſed in every ſituation, 


and with every thing, as a: are. But 
life 
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 Bfe affords them an object, for which 
they think it worth while to live. 


And their emblem is that of a clear 
and lively ſtream, which never ſtag- 


nates, but, however intercepted, 
perſeveres in the ſame direction, 


and ſtill keeps e an loſt in 
a the ocean. 


9 /. | ; TY * 


* lindo thus properly ſelect- 
ed, will divert the attention of your 


daughters from a multitude of 


thoughts, which, however pernicious, 
early obtrude tfemſelves. Without 


all the nameleſs delicacies and graces 
of modeſty, your ſex were inſipid and 
| worthleſs ; but theſe are the ſalutary 


effects of an open and lively, not of a 


cloſe and moping temper. There 
never was a girl addicted to ſoft 


and ſolitary habits, who did not ei- 
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ther become the dupe of romantic 
_ deluſion, or an eaſy prey to ſeduction. 
And idleneſs is an evil, from which 
I would guard my daughter as 1 
would from the peſtilence, or any 
other deadly infeftion. — 


Remember, however, 2 prudent 
mother will render work of all kinds 
rather a pleaſure than a burden. Nor 
create, in the tender minds of her 
daughters, an averſion to that which 
is ſo indiſpenſable to their happineſs. 
Never teaze, where you can accom- 
pliſh your end by ſoothing; nor af- 
fect to command, where it is neceſ- 
ſary only to adviſe; but ſuffer not 
them, in any thing, to aſſume the 
ſuperiority; otherwiſe all is ruined. 
Yield but in the leaſt particular, and. 
they will inſiſt on the ſame. compli- 

5 ance 


* 


Be 
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Their diligence will relax, the mo- 


ment they perceive you ſet them a 


taſk. There is no managing them 
without reſtraint, but it cannot be im- 
poſed with too much judgment and 


delicacy. Bind them to your purpoſes | 
by every poſſible expedient ; but your 


influence will be rather a curſe than 


a bleſſing, unleſs you can make them 
in love with their chains. They 


ſhould have no will but yours. And 


the great ſecret of uſing it with diſ- 


cretion is, to make them obey from 
choice, not from compulſion.” 


1 f 7 


2 OECONOMY. 


1 
r. 9 
ance in the greateſt. Let your au- 

thority be leaſt obvious, wherever 
their exertions are moſt indiſpenſable. 
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P RISONS, of all other places, 
* Exhibit a group of objects the 
moſt affecting to a good heart. There 
a variety of innocent and reſpectable 
characters may be daily ſeen, lan- 
guiſhing under all the rigour of con- 

finement, and all the wretchedneſs 


of N 


MV Gruation, ſome time ago, gave 
me frequent opportunities, in com- 
pany with a few companions, of vi- 
fiting and contemplating this moſt 
melancholy ſcene. Among all we 

| 5 8 "7 | ; then ö 


+ 


10 


chen ſaw, none of them engaged our 
attention ſo deeply, as a priſoner of an 
aſpect and manner ſingularly charac- 
teriſtic. He was nearly a ſkeleton, and 
looked the very picture of ſadneſs 
and want. Yet, in all this diſtreſs- 
ful extremity, nothing about him 
had an appearance of meanneſs. In- 
deed the notice he always took of us, 
his concern for his. fellow-ſufferers, 
and every other part of his conduct, 
diſcovered uncommon manlineſs and 
ſimplicity. It was remarkable, that, 
while his companions in miſery kept 
teazing every one for money, he ne- 
ver did. This diſpoſed us to exert 
ourſelves, and make up a little ſum 
for him. When we begged his ac- 
ceptance of it, we ſignified, at the 
ſame time, a deſire of hearing how 
he had been redureãe . 
„ G 3 1 « My 


My ſtory, ſaid he, is but ſhort;. 
and has nothing in it that is very 
.« extraordinary. 1: seht only ſons. 


* rich and acipecable Parents, ms 
t gave me a liberal education, and 
left me in poſſeſſion of an ample 
« fortune. I married the daughter of 
« a reputable citizen, who, from his 
« mode of life, was thought very 
« wealthy, His family, who knew 
< nothing of his affairs, were accuſ- 
* tomed to live in the greateſt ſplen- 
, dor. My wife had a thouſanc 
4 amiable qualities. There are fow | 
< genteel accompliſhments in which | 
« the did not excel. Her ſweetneſs 
of temper endeared her to all who 
knew her, Her vivacity never 
” forſook her, and was always pleaſ- 
cc ng: No heart was ever more tenr 
5 1 cc der, | 


* 
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ec der, more generous, or more uni- 
« formly alive to all the delicacies of 


cc conjugal affection, than hers. Yet, 


«« what with the extreme ſenſibility 
ce of her nature, the ſuperfluity in 
« which the was bred, and her pecu- 


« liar fondneſs for every ſpecies of 
cc faſhionable gaiety and diſſipation, 


e her habit of ſquandering was un- 
« conquerable and unbounded. She 
cc always had what money ſhe want- 
« ed, and ſpent it as ſhe pleaſed; 
« for my heart never permitted me 
ce to lay her under the leaſt reſtraint. 
* Her extravagance, however ro 


4 mantic and diſtreſſing, aroſe from 


_* principles originally good, but ili! 


te her expence, without .occafioning 


e ſuch a ſhock, as might have ina 
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ce jured her health. The moment 1 
* was involved, I ſtretched every 
cc point to keep it from her know- 


| ce ledge. 41 had ſtill great expecta- 


« tions from her father, in whoſe 
<« hands the whole reſidue of my 


te property was now lodged. My 
ce ſituation ſoon became too critical 


« to be much longer concealed. But, 
e in one fatal day, he. failed, and 1 
cc was at once arreſted, and ſtript of 
< every thing. My poor wife never 
« left me, and never recovered the 
cc illneſs occaſioned by our misfor- 

ce tune. Often did theſe walls, and 
ce theſe wretches, witneſs her lamen- : 
cc tations. At laſt ſhe grew quite 
« frantic, and expired in my arms; 
cc muttering, with her laſt breath, 


0 e on a conduct chat had ruined . 
xc. me.” $5” wp 
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This anecdote is meant as an in- 
troduction to ſome further advice on 
the education of daughters. And 

that oxconowmy, which it points out; 

is, in fact, one ofthe beſt, and moſt 
neceſſary leſſons you can teach them. 
With a little ſeaſonable care and at- 
_ tention, what a world of misfortune 
and miſery might often be avoided: 
for the giddineſs ſo frequently and 
haſtily cenſured -in the ſex, ,is not a 
natural, but adventitious qualitys 
not an original defect in the frame 
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bf their minds, but the obvious con- 
ſequence of an nnn educa- 
tion. . 11 8 
What can be more amiable, and ex- 
emplary, in the miſtreſs of a family, 
chan to ſee her * and RY aur. 
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plying all the wants of thoſe whi de- 
pend on her aſſiſtance; diſcharging; 
with ſteadineſs and equity, her ſeveral 


domeſtic claims; diffuſing, by every 


word ſhe ſpeaks, and every thing ſhe 
does, a ſpirit of moderation and de- 


_ cency in all around her; and through : 
all her conduct, and on all occaſions, 


giving practical lectures, and afford - 


ing proofs of frugalicy, without par- 


ſimony; and generoſity, without ex- 
, e ? 


” ”—_ 


50 a . RENEE how to kit 


the happy medium between meanneſs 
and oftentatibn, plenty and ſuperflui- 
ty, delicacy and refinement, liberality 


and exceſs. This beautiful, and well- 


corrected temper of mind, is her 


ornament at home or abroad. It af> 


fects her whole arrangement, and re- 
n | 


92 
1 the minuteſt of her actions. 
She is not tawdry within, nor the ape 
of folly and finery when ſhe goes out. 
The diſpoſition of her furniture, whe- 
ther ſuperb or ordinary, is happy and 
commodious. She ſuffers nothing ts 
be laid or continue out of its place. 
Her conduct is the reſult of thought, 
not of levity. She does nothing at 
random; her very pleaſures are ſe- 
lected with taſte, and indulged on 
principle; and all her words are . 8 
1. well ardeves. ene 


ox OECONOMY. 


But let me beſorch my air 3 
to remember, this invaluable and ac- 
® curatediſpoſitionisnot produced from 
chance. You may as well expect wealth 
withouttoil, health without care, or life 


neee a0 1. women 
of 


- 
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of undiſciplined daughters. There 
is what may be called an entering 
into the ſpirit of every action, with- 
out which it never can be done well. 
We muſt be thoroughly in earneſt, 
before we can do any thing but trifle. 
What acquiſition in trade, or ſcience, 

does not ſuppoſe a certain degree of 
diligence and application? Virtue of 
all kinds ſeems the only thing in the 
world we think either of acquiring 
_ without induſtry, or keeping without 
practice. Thus, under the ſteady 
influence of intereſt, what perſon 
does not act with ſpirit, or is not on 
his guard againſt impoſition, or will 
not exert every nerve in ſupport of 
his credit, or indulge the negligence 
of others, to his own injury? In- 
ſpect the hole complicated buſtle 
25 e of 
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of life, and ſay, by the energy of 
this ſingle principle, what. difficulties. 
are not overcome, what perils are 


not encountered, what projects are 


: not accompliſhed. | 


1s it not this moſt unaccountable, 
that every thing ſhould be ſo eagerly 
proſecuted, but that alone on which 


ſo much happineſs, and ſo many 


| bleflings depend? It is not uſual for 


men ef the world. to miſunderſtand 


the branch of buſineſs. they practiſe, 


nor poſſible for them to proſper, and 
yet neglect it. And do you expect 


your daughters to poſſeſs any degree 


of taſte, and exactneſs, while you ſuf- 
fer them, on all occaſions, to ſport 


vith truth? To be juſt and collected 


in all thei arrangements, Cannot diſ- 


1 
1 3 
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tinguifn thoſe, whoſe giddineſs and 
caprice you never check, To ſhew 
the leaſt veſtige of method or plan in 
their actions, cannot charaQerizethoſe 
who ſee none in Yours, | 


One leading feature of teaſonable 
beings is, a ſenſe of order; and this 


is a quality which peculiarly marks 
the female temper. Women ſhew, 


by their very make and manners, 


how much more finely their minds 


are faſhioned and their feelings turn- 
ed han ours. 


Heav'n, <when it frives to eli all it ca 
Z's laft, beſt work, but forms a ſofter man. © 


Our paſſions are by no means ſo 
delicate, our- ſenſibilities ſo exquiſite, 
5 „„ - 


* 


* or o 93 . 


Sur 1 of beauty and deformity, 
of reality and fiction, of right and 
wrong, ſo lively and acute, as theirs. 
Nature ſeems to have endowed them 
with a general predilection for pro- 
portion in forms, delicacy in colours, 
harmony in found, and elegance in 
motion. Their diſcernment of what- 
ever pleaſes or diſguſts their eyes, or 
ears, or feelings, is therefore pecu- 
| * keen and ſenſible. 


EY is becauſe Pepper uſe has not 
been made of this great maſter- ſpring 
in the female make, to influence their 
Judgments, that women are univerſally 
fond of whatever is flaſny and glar- 
ing, much more affected by our dreſs 
and manners than we are by theirs, 
and Nn the dupes of flattery 


„ Bs and 


3 
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| and detraction'; that the maxims 6 


faſhion, however temporary and pre- 


poſterous, are adopted by moſt of 


them uniformly and implicitly; that 
their purſuits in general are trivial, 
viſionary, and capricious; that their 
homage to the mereſt ſhadows is e- 


E very where ſerious and profound; and 


that apes, fops, and ſycophants, with 


the whole tribe of coxcombs, have 
more of their. good graces, perhaps. 
| Poſſeſs more of their hearts, and al- 


ways more of: their. company, than 
men of ſenſe and virtue. 


You, then, who would uſe well,. 
and wiſely, the materials with which 
nature furniſhes you for educating: 
your daughters, ſhould. conſtantly. 
conduct FOR towards them on- 
TEA Os Þinciples , 


EE 


| 0 % 97 
: 8 of the ſtricteſt exactneſs 
and veracity. In no inſtance ſuffer 
them to promiſe one thing, and do 
another; to commit the ſame fault 
twice; to break their promiſe, how- 
ever capri iciouſly made; to diſpute, 
in any caſe or on any pretence, your 
commands, as if you were not al- 
ways in earneſt; to think it poſſible 
you may be miſtaken in what you tell 
them, or in what you bid them do; 
to heſitate whether to obey or not, 
or to need the leaſt enen of the 
ſame Acer. it rec 2507 e of 


. diſcipline thus FREY "TIF pure 
and decided, may give you an air of 
ſingularity and rigidneſs, and expoſe 
you to a thouſand exploſions of vul- 
gar obloquy; but you will ſoon find 
the Tay: conſequences of it on all 
1 2 3 TE. around 


ER WP 


{ 
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around you. No conduct bot this 
can either ſecure you ſufficient con- 
\venience in your own houſe; or doe 

| _ antention in 8 ether Ven 
have to. N on Sera . ” 

Tour fervants dare no more heſitate 
in executing your orders, act beyand 
their ſphere, or fill it improperly ; 
and your daughters, thus habitually 
governed by mazims of inflexible 
truth, muſt be punctual and metho- 5 
dical while EOF live. 0 50 


* bor machines 
rant; ata et eee 
uſion and difcordance? The life of 
n us well as Wa er 
Bev | ' tural. 
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doral body, depend on the harmony 
and union of its members. And the 
end cannot be expected, where the 
means are irapraticable. What con- 
fidence can refult from an intercouffe . 
4 Intimate, and yer fe equiyocal ; 
5 how can their connection be prof- 
perous, and creditable, who ſeldom 

or never act honourably by one ano- 
ther? Who knows not that the fineft 
armies are ruined the moment their 
diſcipline relaxes, and that rhe wiſeſt 
governments ſurvive not long an ex- 
Penditure of princi Rees Eονðe⅛,“ P 


It has always Wien obferved, that 
the ſevereſt officers make the beſt ſol- 
diers; ; that the moſt accurate and ri- 
gorous maſters make the beſt if cho- 
Jars ; and that thoſe heads of families, | 
he act with moſt punctuality, make 

H.; 2 A 
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infallibly the beſt ſervants, and the / 
beſt children: nor are they ever cen- 
ſured, except by the rabble, who feel 
themſelves hurt by a conduct, which 
cannot but ſtrike them as a ſatire on 
their own. Whence are the bulk of 
their daughters ſo conſtantly liſtleſs 
and inconſiderate, but that no pains 
were ever taken to clear their heads, 
or methodize their ideas? Reared 
up in ignorance and ſtupidity, they 
live deſpiſed, and die unregretted. 
From the beginning to the end ; 
their days, they are moſt unhappy i in 
their own minds, and a torment to 
their nearet connections. Th | 


What a pitiful . far every lt. 
tle, but vexatious blunder, that it 
was done without thought! On this : 
en, W there could be 


no 
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ho ſuch FINE as _ in the univerſe. 
God hath. made us reaſonable crea- 
tures; but by relinquiſhing reaſon; 
we. make ourſelves monſters. For 
with equal propriety might the vo- 
Juptuary plead, that his pleaſure; the 
thief, that his neceſſity, and even the 
| murderer, that his fury, his revenge, 
or his ee eee 1 of 
Wen FFF 
e poll deſſes the leaſt thad 
ol common ſenſe, muſt regard this, 
not as an apology, but an inſult. 
There ia nothing for which we are 
more ſtrictly and properly reſponſi- 
ble, than our thoughts and atten- 
tions. And it is impoſſible there 
ever can be any material failure, or 
relaxation, in theſe, but where the 
 cheart is moſt Perfectly. indifferent. | 
211228 | {ITS . Other- | 
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Otherwiſe, we diveſt the human wilt 


of all pretenſions to liberty, and Wan- 


tonly conſign the whole world to the 
obſtinate and arbitrary management 
of blind, unmeaning fate. Would 
it be a ſatisfactory atcount of any 
voluntary engagement, to thoſe 
chiefly concerned, that it totally 
eſcaped your memory? Is your mind 
thus treacherous in any thing, deeply 
and ſeriouſly intereſting to your own 
hearts, or paſſions? Does not every 
inſtance of negligence reſult from an 


impetfect ſenſe of duty, or from the 


moſt culpable habits of ſubſtituting 
giddineſs for ee ot e for : 
thought ? LOSS 7 "9: - 


It is Jen much as to ſay, that 
you deferve no credit in any thing, 
and I that the n. W which 

| | | | betrays 


* 
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1 betrays you in trier, may equally 
: affect 3 in matters of br aj Hi im- 


77125 


| WTR mg cannot 21 greater 
misfortune, than a mind thus defec- 
tive, nor a man a greater plague than 
a wife, on _— attention he has no 

endence. He thay as well correct 
her in her wg or her ſhape, the caſt 


1 bat ey face, or the tone of her voice, 


in a temper, which it Is not in her 


wel rto ee ws qu"? | = 


© nn ate ehey;/ who er the 
poignant ſenfations which the confu- 
ſion ariſing from an abſence of memo - 
ry thaw propa. ſometimes occa- 
ſors. It is at leaft the duty of you 
I, infteat of wantonly making your- 
ive merry, to ſympathize with tie 
a3: H 4 | mis- 5 
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misfortunes of the miſerable women 


thus ruined - by habits of heedleſſ- 


neſs; to take warning by the forget- 


fulneſs, and precipitancy, which fre- 


quently puts them ſo much out, and 
renders them fo ridiculous; and to 


furniſh thoſe who. are under your care 
with the earlieſt, the ſtrongeſt, and 
the moſt durable rules of men, 


8 and attention. hk 


1 | W 


The two e 0 hich. hs hes 


7 . of young people are chiefly : 


formed, are precept and example, 


and theſe, Hke ſpeculative and expe- 


' rimental philoſophy, Thould, i bags 


go ee 3 eh 6 


Tell i not pe 0 is 3 
Fea ſnew them how to practiſe it. 
Make n, own conduct an obvious 

| and 


— 


| n oοοο ,t 105 


and ſtriking comment on Sher you 
xegch. Lour injunctions, thus put 
in action, will ſtamp a much deeper 
impreſſion by the eye than the ear, 
as it is always : eafier to imitate 
than obey. Never permit them to 


think lightly of any buſineſs, by 
doing it ſuperficially. Nor once ſuf- 


fer them to act without thought, or 
go about the leaſt of all their little 


projects, as if indifferent whether: it 


ſucceeded, or not. Better give an 


air of importance to trifles, than an 


habit of trifling in matters ” "00 
m en, . Tod 10 


N. 


| Let chis is pies fatal meh on A A 
1 the barge of domeſtic peace ſo ge- 


nerally ſplits. For want of due con- 


ſideration, how many things are ; 


. need as trivial, which, notwith- | 
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ſtanding, are of infinite moment! 
Do not the fineſt movements of the 
fineſt machines, commonly depend 
moſt on the ſmalleſt ſprings? In truth, 
nothing ſnould be overlooked, or 
regarded us frivolous; with which the 
| Heart or temper has the leaſt con- 
cern. And what, in the whole cæco- 
nomy of a family, can be uninteteſt- 
ing to her, who has the charge of 


it? By neglecting the leaſt, the largeſt 


concerns have been often miſma· 


naged. 


e wks way for themietes, me 


are all agreed. Nor do we ever re- 
lax into indolence, or infighificance; 5 
or heſitation, but where we think there 
zs room for ſome excuſe, It is from 
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much particulars, as fools and triflers 


reckon of no account, that almoſt all 


. pence, and all contingent ſavings, 


conſtantly ariſe. And the beſt proof 
of good management, as well as of 


good munners, is a proper, but un- 


ace attention to dhe minuteſt cis 


Truſt me, your daughters dare not 


be dirty, when they fee you always 


clean; Nlovenly, when they ſee you 
always neat ; ſlothful, when they ſee 
you always buſy; or negligent in 


any thing, when they ſee you always 
attentive. Oeconomy, without any 
alloy of ſtingineſs or parſimony, con- 
ſtantly practiſed before their eyes, 


cannot but ſtrike them in all its oe 


Sance and utility. 


It 
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It might be the means of turning 


their attention on their own minds, of 


correcting their young imaginations, 


of refining their volatile ſentiments, 
'of digeſting their growing ideas. 
They would then be equally intent 
on moral and mental improvement, 
and embrace, with eagerneſs, every 
opportunity of repleniſhing their un- 
derſtandings, and expanding their 


hearts. And theſe are the only ac- 
compliſhments that can ever render 


them truly endearing, not leſs alive 
to the charms of taſte, than the de- 
licacies of affection; as wiſe and 


OI, as e and amiable. 


* bleſs'd i is me among the fair, 
By gentleſt ſtars inclin'd, j 
* Who cheriſhes with love fincere 
* The virtues of the mind! 


.* 


For 
. 
* 


1 


- nn £ 
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- F or theſe ſhall live, when others die, 
And ceaſe the heart to warm 

| Prove ſweeter than the ſweeteſt eye, 
And more than beauty. charm. 


Her ibis.” of this orderly Koh 
5 becoming kind, are much more eli- 
gible than the largeſt patrimony, 
which often anſwers no other pur- 
poſe than to ſcarè the good, and al- 
lure the worthleſs. Yes. The qua- 
lities of her mind, and her heart, thus 
acting in perpetual concert, will be a 
ſource of the ſublimeſt delight, when 
al other pleaſures n x 


| Bleſſed i is the bald hiſs ales 
ſhe is, and ſhe, when ſhe finds the man 

of her choice. Her tenderneſs will in- 

fallibly ſecure his affections, her ſym- 
pathy ſoften his cares, her affability 
and eu keep him always cheer- 
ral | 
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ful, her good ſenſe and diſeretion 
inſure his reſpect, her prudence en- 
courage his confidence, and her de- 
OR heighten all his enjoyments. . 


* 


Holy . 85 wedlock; when 
as thus congenial meet and ſhare 


 thychaiceſt and ſweeteſt endearments} 


Their union is that of nature, im- 
proved by reaſan, founded on mutual 


reſolutions of virtue, rivetted on both 
fides by the deepeſt regard far re- 
ligion, foftened by an habitual incli- 


nation to oblige, and embeiliſned by 


all the domeſtic elegancies, without 


any of the faſhionable luxuries of 


7 : 
CY . 5 - 
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{ 
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Such were nuptial comforts, at 


leaſt, in thoſe halcyon days, when 
all creation ſmiled on the ſweeteſt 


and on 


4 
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7 and chaſteſt pair that ever the world 


ſaw. Nothing dwelt then in their 
hearts, but innocence and kindneſs : 
their lives were ſacred to the pureſt 
felicity, and the paradiſe they inha- 
bited, for plenty, peace, and 2 7 7 
N was an eben, of Heeyen. | a 


| Hers hee bis . Ae 


His conflant lamp, and wares, his purple wings 


. Reigns here and revels; not in the bought {mils 
Of barlets, louuelgſi, Je, axindtar d; Fo 
Caſual fruition : nor in court amours, 


| Mir d dance, or wanton maſk, er miduight ball, | 


Or Jarenade, which the far d lover fings = 
Te hes proud fair, beft quitted with vifdain: 
The/e lull'd by Nightingakes, embracing. {apts 
And on their naked limbs the flaau ry roof 
| Show'r'd roſes, which the morn repair d. Sleep on 
Buß pair ! and, O. yer happieſt, if ye ſeek 

No dappier fate, and duo 40 know vo more / 
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"FLU LICITY. 


HE Ties, hat dreadful em- 
blem of the female hypocrite, 
is ; ſaid by naturaliſts to be at once the 


moſt beautiful, the moſt crafty, and 
the moſt ſavage of animals. Who 


has not ſeen the obſervation verified 


by experience, that exceſſes incident 


to the ruin of the female character, 
are generally marked by an extrava- 
gance and eccentricity, to which, even 
in the greateſt paroxyſm of paſſion, 


men are abſolute ſtrangers? And have 
not the intrigues of your ſex been 
* and univerſally celebrated, for 


„ gs . * E 3 * that 
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that very exquiſite ſubtilty _ ad- 0 


* 5 en TED 


The following? ſhady is not un- | 
. known, though it does not now oc- 


cur to me where it may be found. 


A lady, whoſe huſband had been long 


_ afflicted with an acute, but linger- 


ing diſeaſe, ſuddenly feigned ſuch an 


uncommon tenderneſs for him, as to 
reſolve on dying in his ſtead. She 


had even the addreſs to perſuade him 


not to outlive this extraordinary in- 


ſtance of her conjugal fidelity and 


attachment. It was inſtantly agreed, 
they ſhould mutually ſwallow ſuch a 
quantity of arſenick, as would ſpee- 

dily effect their dreadful purpoſe. 


She compoſed the fatal draught be- 


6 fore his face, and even ſet him the 
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deſperate example of. erinking fiſt | 
By this device, which had all the 
appearance of the greateſt affection 
and candor, rhe dregs only were re- 
ferved for him, and ſoon put a pe- 
riod to his Hife. It then appeared 
that the doſt was ſo tempered, as, 
from the weight of the principal in- 
gredient, to be deadly only at the 
bottom, Which the had artfully ap- 
propriated for his ſnare. Even after 
All this fineſſe, ſhe ſeized, we are 
told, his inheritance, and inſulted his 
memory by een 3 


Siimplicke is bulgarly underſtood 
in a bad ſenfe, as implying a want 
of common diſeretion, or intelligence. 
It then indicates fuch a deplorable 
—_ 'of . as to reduce 

thoſe 
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thoſe who unfortunately paſſeſs it, 
co a lexel almoſt with idiets. Indes 
lungcy and ſimmliciey pals, eſpecially 
in many parts of the COUBLIY's for 
nene an. FIC 


2— — | rats 1 
ſubject under a very different accep- 
daughters, to lay before you, in a 
variety of views; a diſpoſition of 
mind, as oppoſite to every ſpecies of 
inſignificance, as excellenge is to de- 
formity, or the rays of the meridian 


ſun $0. dead, of ae evening. 


Ry a genius, fas imagi- 
nation, and the ſweeteſt, fulleſt, and 
moſt harmonzous language in the 

world, the ie amtions Gabs have, made 


Tom, 3 them- 


————— Ing 
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i themſelves immortal. No people on 
earth were ever more deciſive in coun- 
cil, or ſucceſsful in action. But with 
all their parts, and acquiſitions; they 
never once loſt ſight of ſimplicity. 
Every refinement in taſte, every no- 
velty in the poliſhed forms of polite- 
neſs, and every new modification of 
elegance, adopted and produced by 
theſe enlightened maſters, reſulted 
in ſome meaſure from the purity and 
ſteadineſs of their attachment to this 
principle. 5 9 4 


The magnificence of their archi- 
tecture has not been exceeded, or 
even equalled, by any ſubſequent in- 
vention. It unites the greateſt ſo- 
lemnity of deſign, with the pureſt 
fimplicity of execution, the beauties 

5 | 2 15 . of 
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of nature with the refinements of 
art, convenience. with elegance, and 
ſplendour with utility. Their ſculp- 
ture is ſo exquiſite, as to preclude 
for ever all improvement, and the 
fame of their painting, like -the 


glory of their arms, can never be 


forgotten, while the human heart 
retains any reliſh for the ſacred veſ- 


tiges of the chaſteſt taſte. All the 


numerous and reiterated efforts of 
ſucceeding ages to attain the eaſe, 


the energy, the pathos, and ſubli- 


mity of their writers, have been hi- 


therto abortive, * he muſic of Ok- 
PHEUS was irreſiſtible, and the nar- 


ration of Txucypipzs fixed the mode 


and ſtandard of hiſtorical compoſi- 


tion. The eloquence of Demoſthenes, 


and the poetry of Homer, are to this 


72 i day 


8S * 
* 


1388 au ABPREGs 70 MoTHYAs, 5 
day as fingofar phenomena in the 
literary world, as the national tranf- 
actions of Greece, have ever been ac- 
knowtedged 1 in the political. 


We cannot have a after 3 | 
tion of fimplicity, o far at Teaft as 


its influence extends to works of art, 
than by 4 reference to the various 


Productions of this liberal, iuſtri- : 
ous, and wonderful people. & he 


honour of inventing whatever im- 8 
proves and embelliſhes ſociety, be- 


longs to them. They fet the firſt 
example of the moſt perfect fimpli- 
city in arts and in life. The ſpeci- 
cimens of their genius, which till 
attract the admiration. of the world, 
Have eftabliſhed the form of elegant 
nature, and exhibited her various 
mapes 
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ſhapes under 3 poliſn peculiarly fi- 
niſhed and exquiſite. To the love ; 


of genuine fimplicity, may be attri- 

buted all that maſculine dignity, and 
refined elegance, which fo remark- 
ably expanded the ſentiments of their 
men, and. eahanced the charms of 
their women. Simplicity inſpired the 
mining qualities of true heroiſm, 
and even deified the graces, the beau- 


ties, and the virtues of the latter. 


Has fimplicity then no application 
to che preſent active and improved 
| ftate of modern ſociety | 22 or is it only 
to be found where nature remains 
vncultivated, amang the ſavages of 
woods and deſarts, in con unctian with 
beams 3 and ferocious 


4 9124 "T4 - manners? 
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manners? No. This mortifying and 
diepreſſed ſtate of humanity abſorbs 
ſimplieity, with every other amiable 
and reſpectable attribute of our com- 
mon nature, in mere animal exertion 
and appetite. In ſuch a ſituation 
only, as renders the mind wholly in- 
dependent of all ſolicitude about the 
neceſſities of the body, this noble 
and exquiſite quality operates with 
freedom, and is ſeen without diſguiſe. 


Would you conceive properly of 
that ſimplicity, which is the ſweeteſt - 
_ expreſſion, of a well-informed and 
well-meaning mind, which every 
where diffuſes tenderneſs: and deli- 
cacy, ſweetens the relations of life, 
and gives a zeſt to the minuteſt du- 
ties of humanity ; contemplate every 
aca | 
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1 en operation of nature, the 
twilight of the evening, the pearly 


dey- drops of the early morn, and all 
that various growth which indicates 
the genial return of ſpring. The ſame 


principle, from which all that is ſoft 
and pleaſing, amiable or exquiſite, to 


the eye or the ear, in the exterior 


frame of nature, produces that taſte 
for true ſimplicity, which we would 
preſs you to conſider as one of the 


moſt uſeful, as well as the moſt 


elegant leſſons, et can teach your - 


daughters. 


| Infancy is, perhaps, the fineſt and 


moſt perfect illuſtration of ſimplicity. 


Tis aſtate of genuine nature through- 


out. The feelings of children are 


under no Kind of reſtraint, but pure 
| as 
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as the fire, free as the winds, honeſt 
and open as the face of Heaven. 
Their joys inceffantly flow in the 
thickeſt fucceſſion, and their griefs 
only ſeem fleeting and evaneſcent. 
Their ſpirits apparently gather eager- 
nefs and ſtrength, as they rife, and 
chaſe the faſcinating proſpect of ma- 
turity of bliſs with maturity of years; 
while health, the parent of vigour 
and vivacity, revelling untainted 
through all their veins, repels the 
intruſions of care, heightens the ac- 
dbeſſions of gaiety, and gives feſtivity 
to their days, and refreſhment to 


their nights. Regardleſs of all the 


difaſters which croud the approaches 
and progreſs of life, their harmleſs 
frolics are ſeldom interrupted either er 


oy pain or fear, Nor are they in the/ 
3 _ 


f 


4 
5 


. 
J 


* 
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leaſt diſpoſed to put up with any 
inconvenience from the arbitrary 
impoſitions of ſociety, the humour 
of their friends, or the ways of the 
world. Their various actions take 
place, their inmoſt wiſhes are re- 
vealed, and their hearts perpetually 
expoſed, without heſitation or dif- 
ficulty. Ideas of propriety or de- 
corum, neither prompt their ambiti- 
on, nor guide their attachments. So- 
licitous only about the preſent, they 
never trouble themſelves about the 
future. Nor do they ſuffer any ap- 
prehenſion, or uneaſineſs, but from the 
reality of want. And they uniformly 
reſt the moment their little appetites 
are ſatisfied. None of their innocent 
enjoyments are imbittered with the 


rea nnn To them 
6 | - the 
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the deluſions and vexations of life 
are equally and utterly unknown. 


Suſpicious of no contingency, they 


provide againſt none. To. the calls 
of nature they are all attention. They 
know no voice but hers. Their obe- 
dience to all her commands is prompt 
and implicit. They never antici- 
pate her bounties, or relinquiſh one 
of all her pleaſures. This ſituation 


renders them independent of artifice. 


Influenced only by nature, their man- 
ners, like the principle that produces 
them, are always the ſame. And, 
having no plot to facilitate, or inter- 
eſt to ſecure, caution in their caſe is 
as unneceſſary, as it ae de im- 
en, 3 


Add to the genuine movements. 3 of 
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nature, as thus diſplayed in the harm- 
leſs manners of children, the various 
_ graceful and elegant corrections of 
an enlightened mind, and you have 
that true claſſical and rational poliſh, 


which, in conjunction with ſimplici- 


ty, conſtitutes one of the moſt eligi- 
ble and captivating characteriſtics of 


a fine woman. Society demands 


many ſacrifices, and, in exchange 


for the favours ſhe confers, we un- 


avoidably forfeit whatever interferes 
with her pleaſure. Still there is-a 

. manifeſt difference between a duti- 
ful ſubmiſſion to her lawful, and a 
grovelling deference for her aſſumed 
authority. While ſhe governs in the 
true ſpirit, or genius, of her original 
conſtitution, or formation, it is our 


| honour to regard her edicts with the 
ſtricteſt 


— rr — —— 
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| Riricteſt obedience. But the moment 
_ decency; utility, or even mm 


are ſuperſeded, for che pre 


innovations or vagaries af faſhion. 


-or-caprice, our allegiance is diffoly- 


ed; and the adoption of her impoſi- 
tions is à total relinquiſhment of that 
independence, which is the laſt and 


„ ee ee g W 


— ampheity is, — | 


that peculiar quality of mind, 'bys 
Which Tome happy characters are e- 


10 the moſt-diſtant ap- 
Proaches to every thing like affecta- 
tion, .meonſiftency,-or deſign, i in their 


intercourſe with the world. It is 
much more eaſily underſtood, howe- 


ver, than defined, and conſiſts not in 


any ſpecific tone of khe voice, move- 


8 © +} + 0 en 
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ment of body, or mode impoſed by 


cuſtom, but is the natural and per- 
manent effect of real modeſty and 
good ſenſe on the whole behaviour. 
Tou can beſt learn its utility, and 


excellence, from life, where you may 
ſee it in conſtant exhibition; and all 


you have to do, either for your own, 


or your daughters information and 


advantage, is only to beware of a- 


RS th Gol 


uy ocher female excellence. But 
would. inſpire her daughters 


Th with 


This has been conſidered, in all 
ages, as one of the firſt and moſt cap» 
tivating ornaments of the ſex, The 
ſavage, the plebeian, the man of the 
world, and the courtier, are agreed 
in ſtamping it with a preferenee to 


| 
3 


oh 28 AN ADDRESS TO MOTHERS. 


with the love and admiration of this 
delicate and charming quality, muſt 
be at infinite and unceaſing pains to 
give them a ſtrong and rooted diſlike 
to whatever has the leaſt appearance 
1 of affoctation. 7 | $7 
+ OY mbh which you ought 
never to forget, in the tuition of 
you daughters, that the ſovereignty 
of nature 1s paramount to the inſtitu- 
tion o ſociety, Make them early, 
| habitually, and fully ſenſible of this 
truth; ſpread it frequently before 
them in all its utility, luſtre, and 
| conſequences ; reduce it to practice 
in your own behaviour, and point 
their attention eſpecially to all that 
variety of original and ſtriking con- 


traſts, which the want of it occaſions 
02 
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in life. Nor fail, on every occaſion, 

to ſhew them what a ſhocking meta- 
morphoſis among the young, the old, 
the buſy, and the idle, every where 
takes place without it. 


Nature only is lovely, and nothing 
. unnatural can ever be amiable. The 
genuine expreſſions of truth and na- 
ture, are happily calculated to im- 
preſs the heart with pleaſure. No 
woman, whatever her other qualities 
may be, was ever eminently agree- 
able, but in proportion as diſtin- 
guiſhed by theſe. The world is good- 
natured enough to give you credit 
for all the merit you can poſſeſs, or 
acquire, without affectation. But the 
| leaſt ſhade or colouring of this odi- 
ous foible, brings certain and inde- 
„ = 
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lible obloquy on the moſt elegant 
- accompliſhments. The blackeſt ſuſ- 
picion inevitably reſts on every thing 
aſſumed. - She who is only an ape of 
others, or prefers formality, in alf 
its gigantic and prepoſterous ſhapes, 
to that plain, unembarraſſed conduct, 
which nature unavoidably produces, 
will afſuredly provoke an abundance 
HH of ridicule, but never can be an object 
- of either love or eſteem. 


r. Une IT” ee 
\ 


The various artifices of the "I 
diſcover themſelves at a very early 
period. A paſſion for expence and 
ſhew, is one of the firft they in- 
dulge. This gives them a taſte for». 
refinement, which diveſts their young 
hearts of almoſt every other feeling, 
* r tempers deſultory and 
| capricious, 


ON SIMPLICITY. 131 


vapricious, regulates their dreſs only 
by the moſt phantaſtic models of 
finery and faſhion, and makes their 
company rather tireſome and awk- 
Ward, than pleaſing c or elegant. 


1 11 


No one perhaps can form a more 
ludicrous contraſt to every thing juſt 
and graceful in nature, than ſhe does 
whoſe ſole object in life is to paſs for a 
FINE LADY. The attentions ſhe every 
where and uniformly pays, expects, 
and even exacts, are tedious and fa- 
tiguing. Her various movements 
and attitudes are all adjuſted and 
exhibited by rule. By a happy flu- 

ency of the moſt elegant language, 

ſhe has the art of imparting a mo- 
mentary dignity and grace to the 
mereſt trifles. And, ſtudious only 
e K 2 to 
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to mimic ſuch peculiarities as are 
moſt admired in others, ſhe affects 


a loquacity- peculiarly flippant and 


teazing; as the ſubje& is conſtantly 
ſcandal, routs, finery, fans, china, . 


lovers, lap-dogs, or ſquirrels. Her 


amuſements, like thoſe of a magpie, 
are only hopping over the ſame ſpots, 
prying. into the ſame corners, and 
devouring the ſame ſpecies of prey. 
The ſimple and beautiful delinea- 


tions of nature, in her countenance, 
her geſtures, and her whole deport- 
ment, are habitually deranged, diſ- 
torted, or concealed, by the whimſi- 
cal adoption of whatever grimace or 
deformity i is lateſt, and moſt in'vogue. 
She accuſtoms her face to a ſimper, 
which. every ſeparate feature i in it be- 
lies; ; ein, perhaps, a blooming 


complexion 


5 


complexion with a profuſion of arti- 
ficial colouring ;-murders the moſt ex 
quiſite ſhape by loads or volumes of 

uſeleſs drapery ; ; and has her head, 


her arms, her feet, and her” gait, 
equally touched by art and affecta- 
tion, into what is called the TASTE, 

the TON, or the FASHION, | 


4 


| She little conſiders all the while, to 
what a torrent of ridicule and ſar- 
caſm this mode of conduct expoſes / 


her; or, how exceedingly cold and 


hollow that ceremony muſt be, which 


is not the language of a warm heart; 


how: inſipid thoſe ſmiles, which in- 
dicate no internal pleaſantry; how. 


awkward thoſe graces, which ſpring 


not from habits of good-nature and - 
benevolence. Thus, pertneſs ſuc- | 


K 3 geeds 
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ceeds to delicacy, aſſurance to mo- 
deſty, and all the vagaries of a liſt- 
leſs, to all the ſenſihilities of an in- 
genuous mind. Deſtined as ſhe is, 
in common with the ſex, and fitted 
by the peculiar liberality of nature, 


to poliſn and conſole humanity, a A 


woman of this deſcription never ex- 
erts a thought beyond the requiſi- 
tions of the rox, the homage due to 
rank, family, parade, or perſonal de- 


coration. With her, punctilio is 


vity, ſpirit. The miſerable and con- 


temptible drudge of every tawdry 
innovation in dreſs, or ceremony, ſhe 
| inceſſantly miſtakes extravagance for 
taſte, finery for elegance, and faſhion,. 
for whatever ſtrikes her as moſt in- 
congruous to ſimplicity and nature. 
r 


By Sw forwards in this .manner, 


the abject puppet. of every inſignifi- 


cant and prepoſterous farce to which 
the faſhionable world give a tempo- 
rary ſanction and celebrity, her whole 


care and attention are engroſſed by 
circumſtance and ſhew. To her the 


delicious recollections of an open, 
artleſs, and worthy life, are not half 
ſo charming, as the various tire- 


| ſome. inſipidities and inquietudes of 
a giddy one. Every idea of ſub- 


ſtantial felicity is habitually abſor- 
bed in the flattering and frantic in- 


| toxications of female vanity. 


It i is not,. n b merit, 
| but a tinſelled exterior, which attracts 
her eſteem ; and ſhe values neither 
candour of mind, nor modeſty of car- 
K 4 riage, 
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riage, when' oppoſed to flutter or 


parade. Her favourite examples are 
not thoſe perſons of acknowledged 
ſincerity, who ſpeak as they feel, and 


act as they think, but ſuch only as 
are formed to dazzle her fancy, amuſe 


her ſenſes, or humour her whims. 


Her only ſtudy is how to glitter or 


ſhine, how to captivate and gratify 
the gaze of the multitude, or how to 


ſwell her own pomp and importance. 


To this intereſting object all her aſſi- 


duities and time are religiouſly de- 


voted. This makes her the willing 


ſlave of every novelty, which levity, 


or extravagance, or luxury, brings 
up, invariably preſcribes. that ſuper- 
fluity in dreſs and equipage of which 
ſhe is ſo fond, and addicts her to the 


mechanical practice of every punc- 


tilio, 
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rilio, or artifice; which folly tug- 
on or ann ien TN 85 


| The wines to "which this 
contemptible and faſtidious turn of 
mind expoſes and ſubjects her, are 
various, and without end. Her ap- 
proaches are deemed intruſion; her 
affability, form or artifice; and all her 
complaiſance or - civility, the mere 
etiquette of the ſex. She is always en - 
croaching, and always repulſed ; and 
is for the moſt part laſt, only from a 
violent propenſity to be firſt. It is be- 
cauſe ſhe would be above all, that all 
are ſo much intereſted in keeping her 
down. The general diſpoſition there 
manifeſtly is to keep her back origi- 
nates ſolely in her embracing -every . 
little vulgar manceuvre for putting 
" 
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herſelf forward.. We check impu- 
dence, as naturally as we encourage 
modeſty. A woman of this kind, 
conſequently, is herſelf the dupe of 
all thoſe artifices and ſchemes, which 
ſhe inceſſantly and wee 
e on others. 


| This, 3 is not a character you 
would recommend as a pattern to 
your daughters. There is the more 
neceſſity, however, of expoſing its 
deformity, ſince it has of late be- 
come ſo common. In theſe dregs of 
times, nature, truth, and ſincerity, 
are conſidered not only as uſeleſs, 
but pernicious: the only chance of 
ſucceſs among us ſeems now to con- 
ſiſt, not in the cultivation; but ne- 
glect of them. But, whateyer we 
N 35 8 os may 
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| may think of their reality, their ap- 


pearance is ſtill in moſt caſes indiſ- 


penſable. The world, though the 
ſubſtance be no more, is yet ſtrange- 
ly. attached to the ſhadow. This 
vicious taſte, however, is not incor- 
rigible. F alſehood has no conſe 
quence, but in the abſence of truth. 
Bring her but forth in the manners 
of your daughters, make their lives 


a palpable tranſcript of ſincerity, 


and all the bubbles, chimeras, and 


accompanyments of affectation, like 
the ſhades of night as the morning 


approaches, will inſenſibly diſappear. 


How often is debility of mind, and- 


even badneſs of heart, concealed un- 
der the moſt ſplendid exterior! The 


faireſt of the ſpecies, and of the ſex, 


often want ſincerity, and. without 


- lincerity 


FS. 


140 AN ADDRESS TO "MOTHERS, 


ſincerity every other qualification 3 is 
rather a blemiſh than a virtue or ex- 


cellence. Sincerity operates in the 


moral, ſomewhat like the ſun in the 


natural world, and produces nearly 
the ſame effects on the diſpoſitions of 


the human heart, which he does on 


inanimate objects. Wherever ſince- 


rity prevails, and is felt, all the ſmil- | 
ing and : benevolent virtues flouriſh 
moſt, diſcloſe their ſweeteſt luſtre, 


and diffuſe their richeſt fragrance. 


Sincerity, of all other things, comes 
neareſt to our conceptions of heaven, 


and conſtitutes in fact all thoſe white 
and holy robes, which ſaints and 
angels wear. This is a virtue of the 


heart, peculiar to no ſituation, and 


ſuperior to every accident in life. 


Tour daughters, whether in eminent 
1 . er 


1 


ih 


| There is a peculiar kind of ſer- 
pents, which are confeſſedly the moſt 
beautiful, and at the ſame time the 


| 9 e 8 are alike ſuſ- 
ceptible of ſincerity, in all its native 
comelineſs and perfection. Leave 


them in full poſſeſſion of this inefti- 


mable treaſure, and you leave them 


richer, happier, and more truly inde- 


pendent, than if all the wealth of 


both Indies was theirs, in conjunc- 


tion with a temper addicted to levity, 
and a mind blaſted by falſehood. 


* 


moſt deceitful. Still the vivid and 
variegated colours, which work and 
embelliſh their exterior, are not alto- 


gether ſo very faſcinating, as to ren- 


der us inſenſible or inattentive to the 
dangers they conceal. It would be 


inſanity 
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inſanity to indulge every degree of 
eurioſity, at the viſible and certain 
expence of ſelf-preſervation. ' Deli 
cacy forbids che application of any 
ching to the ſex in general, which 
can only ſuit the characteriſtic de- 
pravity of individuals. But it has 
always offended my regard for their 
beſt intereſt, to hear every prattling 
and apiſh coxcomb upbraid and in- 
fult them, by ſuch a provoking « com- 
pariſon. All farcaſms, thus licen- 
tious and illiberal, only tend, in 
the faſhionable ribaldry of modern - 
converſation, to make the ſweeteſt 
charms of the ſex as formidable and 
portentous, as the captivating gloſs | 
of the moſt beautiful our moſt noxi- 
ous 8 


Addreſs, 


rr 
p h 
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" Addreſs, not artifice, ſeems an ori- 


ginal characteriſtic of the female 


mind. The ſeparate deſtination of 


the ſexes accounts © ſufficiently for 
thoſe actions and ſentiments, which 
in each are ſo apparently contradic- 


tory. But this mutual diſparity of 
manners conſtitutes the very har - 


mony of life. Our ruſticity, and 
their gentleneſs, our courage, and 
_ their timidity, our confidence, 


and their modeſty, our bluntneſs, 
and their reſerve, are, in the inter- 


_ courſe ſubſiſting between us, what 


ſharps and flats are in muſic. . Na- 


turally on their guard againſt our 
violence, they never diſpute with us 
in our own way, but at a manifeſt 


diſadvantage. In truth, they ſeldom 
comtens or ſtruggle in any thing, 
Cy | 
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except when certain of conqueſt. 


Then it is literally their own arms 
which bring them the victory. In 
theſe they are amply provided, and 


they generally wield them with dex- 


terity. The maſters of the world 


have uniformly become their ſlaves, 


and have been obliged to ſue to them 


for that favour, which they refuſed | 
to others. Nature intended we ſhould 


be led by their fancies, dance at- 
tendance on their wiſhes, and impli- 
citly miniſter to their caprice. Who 


has not experienced their powers of 


mann Do they not chide, or 


teaze, or prattle, or look us into con- 


viction, or good- humour, at plea- 


ſure? Is not the eloquence of their 


eyes, their accent, their action, in 
every circumſtance, on every emer- 


gency, 
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| geney, calculated at once to faſcinate 
and ſubdue, to agitate with paſſion, 
or to melt into rapture? Are they 
not, in conſequence of a thouſand 
foft and winning graces, and all thoſe 


endearing and raviſhing attentions 
4 and ſenſibilities, which for ever ac- | 
| company their various geſtures and MN 
movements, in ſupreme poſſeſſion of — 
our E affections 5 


rs is the 8 or fniſter 

uſe of theſe pleaſing and magical ta- 

lents or qualities, which alone, but 

effectually, can transform your daugh- 

ters from ſylphs to harpies, from 
angels to fiends. Then, indeed, 

their tears will aſfuredly become 

: thoſe of a crocodile, their looks and 
eyes, the looks and eyes of a baſiliſk, 

* ET. EE 
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their very aocem, the ſong of « rren, 
autics the deceitful 


and all their be 
vartiſh of ſome latent 'deformity, or 
projeQted miſchief. Do you encou- 


| rage then to Goh for the honours, the 


gateties, and the pleaſures of life 2 
This will ferve as a clue to guide 


thetn through the flowery labyrimh. 


Worth, while they poſſeſs none, cam 
be no object. Nor, thus tutored, 
will they find it difficult to ſacrifice 
whatever exalts and adorns humanity 
at that ſhriae where it is chiefly de- 


baſed, and where the vileſt accom—- 
modating Principles are avowedly 
eareſſed aud applauded, at che ex- 


pence of honour and conſcience. 


put on an affected for an open counte- 


nance, ä W for good 
n 


To be women of faſhion, they moſt 


Dr bd1WPpLiEtSY 1 
nature, and fupply the watt of inne- 
cence with an affeckatton of virtue, or 
an abhorrence of all who hive been 
tefs ſucceſsful in concealing their miſe 
fortunes. Perhaps the beſt paſſport 
ot moſt acceptable introduction to 


what paſſes for good, of genteet 
| companys is a dull 5 2 wal Ry 


ih : 


where wiſdom \might be — 
exhibition of prudery, formality, awd 


indeed, range through life inySthce 


able, and fight the world at its on 


— Shoakd you, ike rae many 
MOTHERS in or days, think ir impof- 


pai of hypoerify, without making 
L 2 them 
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them hypocrites, only ſteel their ten- 
der hearts againſt the workings of 
ſympathy and affection; and the 
petulance of the worthleſs can but 


little moleſt them; but then they 


will themſelves be moſt worthleſs 


and _— 


f 


3 coquettes are wholly the 


offspring of whim; fluttering, de- 


ſultory, and reſtleſs, like birds al- 


ways on the wing, or volatile and e- 
vaneſcent as the froth which riſes 
and bubbles for a moment on the 
ſurface of the ſtream. Their con- 


duct has no rule but accident, no 


principle but impulſe, no ſtandard 
but caprice. Nor do they ever know 


themſelves long enough to afford 


them leiſure or recollection, either 


to 
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to ſound the governing ſentiment of 1 
their own hearts, or to form one ſe- # 
rious or rational reſolution. Indeed, 

their actions have no object, but the 
ſingle one of acting without any. 

Their minds are as deſtitute of in- 
telligence, as their language is of 

truth, their manners of ſimplicity, or 

their affections of attachment. They 
3 are nothing, every thing, your's, e- 
very one's, and nobody's at all. They 
never deceive others, without de- 
ceiving themſelves; are often the 
dupes of their own inconſiſtencies, 
and even ſometimes betray, where 
they mean not to be falſe. Their 
thaughts ſettle not an inſtant on any 
thing, except it is to adjuſt their 
dreſs, to manage their fans, to dart 
their glances, to teaze their admirers. 


| 


{ 8 
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All their logks, and carriage, and 
other nameleſs little artifices, are 
_ folely occupied in catching or tor- 
menting a tribe of fribbles and infig- 
.nificants, who deſerve no better u- 
Fage. Still, their foibles, however 
numerous, or groſs, or troubleſome, 
are always ridiculous, but ſeldom 
criminal, and: certainly never lefs 
| miſchievous to themſelves than w 


»% 


The coquette, after all, is one of 
the moſt harmleſs creatures in the 
work), compared with the hypocrite, 
w bitually ſtalks abroad in a maſk, = 
which ſhe lays afide the moment ſhe 
is alone, andi is eternally piquing her- 
ſelf on what, in life and manners, ſne 
not only wants, but abhors. 

7 A woman 


pointed by ſpl 
been, m d pa 0 ef 1 
ſoul. Pride ſwells her with the can · 
ſeiouſneſs of every imuginary enael· 
lende, the blackeſt deſigns conſtandy 
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ful deſeription, is che ſame heteroge+ 
neous monſter, dors the ſame un- 
| bounded mifchief, and awakens the 
fame inveterate averſions in your ſex, 


er, Egge ed WE AO 


All the 0 1 of ne 


rack her invention, jealouf 
ker beſom with envy; 


guiſes every feature uf her 2 nn 
in all her attitudes: and geftures, the 
glaring aſſumption of prudery bus 
| dana mines th the eee of * 
tube. 5 


. „ Indeed 
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| | Indeed ſhe never once ſpeaks her 
mind, never acknowledges her feet- 
ings, never drops her veil. Her 
1 ſole object is to be thought quite a 
a different creature from what fhe is; 


| and to attract that reſpect and eſteem, 
which the habits ſhe wiſhes moſt to 
if cultivate are calculated to Ty 
i} > | 
_ | 
| That t beautiful et of Smiles, | 
i | = ' 
1 : which, in the countenances of the 

| innocent and undeſigning, wan- 

| tons ſo ſweetly, and charms ſo u- 

| niverſally, are in hers but the hol- 


low ſemblance of a ſimplicity and 
good - nature, to which her temper 
IM and manners are abſolute ſtrangers. 
| Wn never ſo perverſe and peeviſh 
3 as when under the moſt preſſing 
I obligations to be kind and affection- 
derte, never ſo coy and diſtant as wheB 
| FO mn ET J 
| | 2 
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her own heart urges and prompts her 
to act without reſerve, never ſo affa- 
ble, fo eaſy, or ſo familiar, as when 
a certain degree of delicacy and re- 
ank would beſt become ey 


| Hippilyfo for the hobo and welfare 
of both ſexes, ſhe ſeldom eſcapes de- 
tection. It requires much more abi- _ 
lity and addreſs, than falls to moſt 
women's ſhare, to perſonate with ſuc- 
ceſs, and for any conſiderable time, 
a borrowed character. One way or 
other, and generally when ſhe leaſt - 
expects it, truth robs her of her maſk. 
Then her deluded admirers, ſtruck 
with peculiar aftoniſhment/and.con- 
ſternation, contemplate the miſer- 
able pagod they formerly adored, 

in all her native deformity. The 


diſcovery they now make, fills them 
with 
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with a mixture of ſhame and reſent- 
they conſequently drop inſenſibly 
away, or rather, like children ſtung 


by the viper they harboured and 


cheriſhed in their boſoms, ſpurn her 
from them with contempt. * ab⸗ 
e a 


led by the-want of taſte for genuine: 
ſimplicity. This fact has been uni- 
verſally acknowledged and regretted, 
by all the greateſt maſters in their 
Sination, which has ſoldom any con- 


| nation with accuracy or carrecineſs 


of judgment, ia ce monly charmed 
with whatever is florid or gay; while 
the more exquiſitely finiſhed pruduc- 


tions 
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1 tions of a chaſte and claſſical. mind 

aære treated by it with negleft. Nor 
more obnoxious th vulgar cenſure, 
than the wiſeſt and beſt, een 

in te female world. 


Jaded, all kinds of eminence 
among you, as well as among us, are 1 
Invidigus, It is this which occaſions Wo. 
all that indiſſoluble combination. & 1 
gainſt women of the faireſt reputa- 
tion, among thoſe of the ſbuleſt. Such 
as have an intereſt in tradueing, will 
be anxious te render them adious, 
| becaufe chey cannot effpctuate their 
vicious endeayour to brand them 

| with infignificance or folly, Why 
. _ ſhaits al detraction thus art- 

8 fully 
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fully And habitually pointed againſt OY, 


merit? Why do the worſt take every 
where ſo cruel a delight in ſtill nib- 
bling at the beſt? Why do the weak 
and wicked ſo inceſſantly and” offi- 
ciouſly decry and lampoon thoſe vir- 
tues and qualities, which they dare 
not imitate ? Why is all true worth 
ſo uniformly irreputable and little, 
in proportion as connected with open- 
neſs of heart and ws ro of con- 
dust? N r i 
The reaſon is as obvious, as it is 
mortifying. Vacant, liſtleſs, or un- 
enlightened minds, are the dupes of 
whatever glitters moſt, or is leaſt 
ſubſtantial. They reflect not that 
real excellence is never oſtentatious. 
* ſee not the . of a 
W e gaudy 


J 7 


. 


ON. IM PLICITY.. 157 


* 


3 exterior. They diſtinguiſh not 
| between a ſolicitude only to make 2 


figure, and to do good; to buſtle, or 
to be uſeful. They know not that 
pomp of every denomination is but 
the ſhallow cover of ſome conſcious 
defect. They have not the ſmalleſt 


conception of what conſtitutes true 


dignity, or elevation of mind. The 
woman who makes the loftieſt pre- 
tenſion, they applaud moſt; but ſtrip 


her of her ſtatelineſs, and ſhe loſes 
at once her conſequence, and their 
attention. Affectation is a maſk, 


which diſtorts every object, and they 
regard none with admiration who do 


not wear it. In their eſtimation, want 


of ſpirit is good- nature; gravity, 


wiſdom; meanneſs, humility; inſi- 


pidity, gentleneſs; humour, taſte; 


fimpliciry, | 
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nmplicity, infignificance 3 and pre- 
weſtavioh, truth. Whatever is turgid, 


of blown, has che eredit of all chat 

labour which it indicates; while the 
excellence and perfection, of fimpli - 
eity are eſtimated only according to 
the faciliry by which they are deem - 
ed arrainable. They little appre- 
hend how: palpably ſtrength of mind 
is marked dy ſimplicity, er that firms 
Plicity is the natural expreſſion of > 
good heart, and one of the laſt couches 
of a finiſhed charaQter. 


whenever en moſt amiable, 
lovely, or intereſting, in nature, art, 
manners, of liſe, originates in ſirt- 
plieity. What is correctneſs in taſte, 
Purity in morals, truth in feience, 
grace in beauty, but ſimplicity? It 
e | 18 
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is the garb of innocence. it adorned 
the firſt _-= and ſtill de ee in- 


Sage woran is 4 ven, 2 co 


quette, a hypocrite; ſociety, a mai 
querade z pleafure, a phantom y. and 


even e a dream. 


All focial ed conſiſts in 2 
mutual exchange of heart. The moſt 
infallible way of diſcovering the ſe- 
eret of others, is to affect none. This 
zs à key which unlocks the cloſeſt 
tempers, diſcencerts alt the precau- 
tions of reſerve, and diſarms tacitur- 
nity of its ſilence, Be open to all, 
and all will be open to you. There 
is no freedom fo pleafing, fo noble, 


To divine, as that inſpired by conſci- 


Vs redtirade, It is beneath the dig- 
| 8 — 
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_ nity of truth, in any caſe, to borrow 


the crutches, or wrap herſelf up in 


the vizor of falſchood. But the mo- 


ment we aſſume an air or look of diſ- 
tance or diſtruſt, every thing ſtrikes 


our fancies as dark and deformed. 


We are ſuſpected in; proportion. as 
we ſuſpect, and juſtly conſidered as 
criminal, from our ſolicitude to be 


No woman is ſuperior to the opi- 


nion of the world, who ſeldom con- 


ſults, and never prefers, that of her 
own heart. And ſhe only, who is 
conſcious of that independence 


' which ſimplicity inſpires, and ſuſ- 


tains, will not, on any account, be 


debauched by the trappings of pride 


or the refinements of luxury; but in 
IE 5 every 
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5 ey ſituation, will prove herſelf. 
greatly and honourably ſuperior to 


the pitiful chicanery and evaſions of 


the vermin around her. This keepa 
her heart in perpetual luſtre, and the 
ſight is too rare not to attract more 
curioſity and impertinence, than may 
at . all times ſuit her temper or conve- 

nience. But there i is no worth, which 
reſults not from exertion and trial. We 
cannot be good, without rugglings 
or FRO IO OTE af 


"Fi . 6% 8 


Hina . not 2 ISO or: . 
3 perſedt:emblen on earth, than a Wo- 
man of genuine ſimplicity. © She af- 
| fects no graces, which are not inſpir- 
_ - ed by ſincerity.” Her opinions reſult 
not from paſſion and wy but from 

reaſon and experience. . 

„„ X © 
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Aud kumility give expanſion. to her 
bhbeart. She ſtruggles for no kind of 
| chimerical credit, diſclaims the ap- 
| pearance of every quality, which is 
not hers, and is in all things juſt 
what ſhe ſeems, and others. would 
be thought. Nature, not art, is the 
great ſtandard of her manners, and 
her exterior wears nd varniſh, or 
ment, which is hot the ge 5 
nuine n of an open, unde» | 
ſigning, and benevolent mind. It is | 
not in her power, becauſe not in bw | 
nature, to hide, with a fawning air, | 
and a mellow voice, her averſion or 133 
contempt, where her delicacy is hurt, | 
ſulted. It is nothing to her, either | 
what the invidious think, or the ill» [| 
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the vicious, or the vain, who ſubmit 


are eſteemed 5 or among the rich or 
great, who ſo generally and abſurdly 


value every woman, not by the vir- 
tues of her heart, but * the extent 


n n. 


uh the eyes of pk nts, -] 
* hypocrites, ok — fan. 
taſtic circles of faſhion, and to hum 
dullneſs is wiſdom ; pertneſs, witz 


grace; ſuch a character as this muſt 
appear formal, and awkward. She 
Jays what ſhe thinks, and does What 
| ue feels 19 he right, and pL 81 
e 1 2 


not to che leaſt interruption in their a 
| habits and foibles; or among the 
gay, where levity and luxury only 
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' trite expedient. of grafti ting her foi- 
blies, or building a name on virtues 
not her o.]n. Honeſty, the unaffect- 
ace d badge of intrinſic goodneſs, and 
real elevation of heart, is dearer to 
her than life, and one of the chief | 


things which makes ber in love 
with it. y 


Ready, as ſhe is, to overlook the 
foibles of all, ſhe connives at the 


crimes of none. By this means, her 
honeſty ſometimes gets the name of 
rudeneſs ; her plain-dealing, of im- 


pertinence ; her candour, of ſeve- 
rity ; and her cnn of * 
tation. | Þ $0 


W are . of diſtinguiſhing 


boris fom meanneſs, or that 
FF which 


{ 
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which i is eaſy, and natural, from that 


which is formal, and awkward. The 


beſt poliſh is not that which has the. 
ſtrongeſt, but that which has the fineſt 

gloſs, and is leaſt ſuſceptible of in- 
jury. And what are thoſe manners, 


which uſually paſs for the politeſt, 


but punctilios without kindneſs, at- 
tentions without ſincerity, modes 


without meaning, and elegance with- 


out utility? Hers are not thoſe 
which are all ceremony, but thoſe 
which are all heart. She never once 
looks, or ſpeaks, or acts, but what 


ſhe means, and ſcorns to harbour a 
meaning on any thing, which ſhe has 
not reſolution, envy to avow. . 


'T hough not deficiene in 3 
complaiſance, or even condeſcenſion, 
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or the ſimulations of conduct, 
from the honeſty of the heart. 83 
when calumny, with its thouſand 
tongues, opens ĩts mouth agaĩnſt her, | 
Ass the monſter works does 4-0 
the 
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the never oops to humour th FR 


| nm A Her language is get 
elected to flatter the ear accuſtomed - 


to adulation. She utters nothing = 


but what is true, and more of truth... 


6. 


than is e wr ae | 


Far from the courts of kin es 
affemblies of the gay, or the inter- 
courſe of the great, her own "I 


; eity and benignity furniſh her with 
rules for thoſe refinements in poliſh- 


ed life, which botrow their charms, 
not from the grimace of ee, Bete 
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. the lovelieſt and the beft, and, like 
hell which begets it, vomits up no- 
thing but fire and brimſtone, —how 
delicious and heavenly the aſylum, 
which ſhe finds in the grateful ſenſi» 
bilities of a well-meaning mind, in a 
life governed by the pureſt princi- 
ples, in a conſcience nee 855 
no more! 1445 


3 — choſe daughters, who thus 

derive their firſt modes of thinking 
and acting from and nature. 
Tbeir taſte is not a ſlaviſh preference 
to faſnion, but the pure dictates of a 


well- regulated heart. Singularities 
of all kinds they are equally aſſidu- 


dus to avoid. There is fometimes as 


much affectation in homelineſs, as in 
elegance; in thofe who are ef, 
N io thoſe who are neat. . | 

e M + Whatever 
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Whatever relates to mere exterior, 


is, however, a very filly confideration, 
_ where character is in queſtion,” All 


diſpoſitions of mind, not founded in- 
ſimplicity, muſt be worthleſs. - Tou 
ſhall every where find young people, 


of a crafty and deceitful \temper, 
treating each.other with indifference, -- 


and regarding their ſeveral acknow- 


ledged good qualities with reciprocal 


contempt. Next to the want of in- 
nocence and honour, a young wo- 


man cannot labour under a greater 


want than that of ſimplicity and 
candour. This defect, no other ac- 


_..compliſhment can ſupply, no poſſible 


artifice can hide. Whoever would 
impoſe on others, by playing off in 
company a fe. contemptible tricks, 


in which any monkey, properly tu- 
tored, * excel her, pays a 


wretched 'E 
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wretched compliment both to chew : 
underſtanding. and her own. It is 
not difficult to ſee through the blinds 

bby which thoſe of his deſcription 
often ſtruggle to conceal their un- 
derhand and invidious remarks. Si- 
dence, which i is all the notice they 


generally merit, or receive, is no 


Proof that e without obſerva- 


"EG: 


＋ 


Did 3 bes . Haw ex- 


ceedingly contemptible the inſidious 


glances of diſingenuity render the 
ſweeteſt features; and the fineſt ac- 


comphſhments, | they would rather 


wiſh to ſee their daughters ordinary 
And candidy than n and fps, | 


4 


00 can, Ainet, too how . i | 


5 x 
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or too effectually, ſuppreſs whatever 
has the moſt diſtant ach 4 
— or ſu to commit one. 
e to pol ho chey are not, 
or. unmaſk them, without the fe- | 
vereſt marks of diſpleaſure. It is a 
fact, which every one een eee 
obſerved, that an infant remarh 
arch, ſeldom proves remarkovly bo. 
neſt. No; addicted thus early to 


habits of cunning, and circumven- 


tion, unleſs every poſſible expedient 
be adopted to reftore in time the 
primitive ſimplicity of her nature, 
all the diſcipline of reaſon, ſociety, 
and misfortune, united, cannot af- 
terwards make ber either a dutiful 
daughter, a faithful ſervant, a _ : 
Jon; or a en mocher. 


The . 


on sui ier. 7 


The moſt inſignificant things about 
. your daughters, in this tender and 

delicate period, are of the moſt im- 
the ſelicity of their lives. But the 
woman who begins her intercourſe 
with the world, by wantonly violat- 
| ing the ſacred barriers of truth, has 
but little chance, on any future oc- 
caſion, or by any ſubſequent ener- 
tion, ever to recover that reverence 
for it which ſhe has loſt. And who 
will be filly enough to put any con- 
fidence in her, who, from a con- 
ſciouſneſs of her own hollowneſs, 
has confidence in none? But, of all 
the wretches who drag out a wretch- 
ed exiſtence in this wretched world, 


| the woman who deſerves not to be 
truſted 


Way 


4 


— 


. 
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truſted" 1s certainly one of che mt _ 


Ind moſt og 0 
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cacy muſt, therefore, be anxious to 


have her daughters poſſeſſed of the 
moſt perfect ſimplicity in heart and 
manners. Teach them how much 
better it i is to uſe no fraud or craft - 


at all, than to continue all their lives 


deceivers, and be detected at laſt. 


Tell them how pitiful the emolu- 


ments of hypocriſy are, when ba- 


lanced with the horrors of infamy. 


Exhibit, at the ſame time, the glori- wt 


ous rewards -of uprightneſs, which 


are exquiſite” in the enjoyment, and 


immortal in duration. Why ſuffer 


them to ſkulk habitually under a 


maſk, which hides nothing but what 


Bhs 
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would increaſe their credit; or wear 
a covering more hateful and odious 
than any nakedneſs they can wiſh to 
| conceal ; or live in a ſhell as brittle 
as glaſs, and which, like glaſs, too, 
may inflict the moſt deadly wounds, 
by going to ſhivers about their ears? 


| With fuch principles, hey will 
have nothing to dread from misfor- 


tune or infirmity. Their open, in- 5 


genuous, and honorable conduct, will 
draw down the bleſſing of heaven, 
and all good men, on their heads 
and their hearts, on the friends they 
diſtinguiſh by their confidence, and 


on the very place they conſecrate by 2 


their preſence. Their children, and 
children's children, to the remoteſt 
nenn may be the: better for 

2 dͤi 
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the pattern you have ſet, and the leſ- 
ſons of fincerity you: have taught; 
and poſterity, in full poſſeſſion of 
foch a valuable inheritance, ſhal 

I and embalm your memories 


$664 gratitude, while your bones are 
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of mind, is, in fact, the ſource of 


every thing amiable and interefting 


7 — encellence. Without that 
graceful and engaping eaſe Or ne gu- 


gence in carriage, which is the tru- 


elt and foveteſt ſignature of the beſt 


: 1 5 | mothing 
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nothing of that delicate meekneſs, 
which is the richeſt.and moſt endear- 
ing ornament of the ſex ; nothing of 
| that genuine affability, whick indi- 
cates ſincere benevolence ; nothing 5 
of that exquiſite ſenſibility, which 

gives an edge and dignity to the 
gentleſt emanations of humanity; 
| nothing of that purity of heart, which 
| captivates the beſt, and overawes the 
worſt ; and nothing of thoſe inex- 
preſſible charms, which ſhed a luſtre 


on every virtuous accompliſhment, 


and enhance the lovelieſt feature 1 in 
the feminine character. 


9 7 


| Indirefting theix * purſuits, 
5 preferences, or attachments, a pro- 
per uſe of this divine principle will 
* Fu: in immediate and full poſ- 

| ſeſſion. | 
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ſeſſion of their whole minds. Inſi- 
nuate yourſelves into their confi- 
dence, by the real and berſevering 5 
exerciſe of that candor you would 
- inſpire, and their little panting and 
_ unſuſpicious hearts will from that 
moment embrace you with cordia- 
ty and truth, will be exchanged with 
 your's, will conceal nothing from 
your view, will ſcorn to harbour # 
wiſh which delicacy fefbids them to 
indulge. By ſuch an open, unte- 
ſeryed, and friendly intercourſe of 


_  fentitnieht, your tender, prudent, and 


enemplary inſtructions may happily 
tegulate their 9 llections Ne 
life. 


ee A fo centuries ago, while Italy 
Vp: was yet the moſt enlightened and 
. "RO 
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ce poliſhed country. in the Mid r 

00 certain eminent philoſopher, Who 

ce had ſpent many years in travelling, 
e choſe for his reſidence the neigh- 
c bourhood of Rome. All his re- 

ce finements in the great ſcience of 

<« life were founded in a firm per- 
ee ſuaſion that true felicity conſiſts in 

« uniformly ſubjecting the ſenſibili- 
4 ties of the heart to the dictates of 

ce the underſtanding. His ardour 

er for knowledge, and the conſtant 
« ſucceſſion of new objects, which 

cc naturally reſulted from his ambu- 

< latory mode of exiſtence; had hi- 

te therto rendered it no very difficult 

<« matter to realize this theory. 


« But the moment he was ſettled, 
9 his mind began to change with 
15 « the 
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cc the ſcene. Where ſo. many objects 
cc invariably ſolicited his attention, 
cc ſome were unavoidably preferred 
c to others. The birds, however, 
cc were not more faithfully attached 
C to their neſts, than he was to his 
* new ſituation. A fine garden, de- 
e lightful arbours, ſome beautiful 
« ſheets of water, ſtreams, caſcades, 
4 grottos, wilderneſſes, large fields, 
_ «« delicious woods, and extenſive 
«plains, engroſſed his attentions and 
. retirement. The united charms 
« of ſo many rural and enchanting 
«. ſcenes, all his own property, were 
ec his evening and morning, and con- 
« ſtant amuſement. Wherever he 
« went on buſineſs or pleaſure, he 
ee ſtill felt a ſecret impulſe recalling 
ce * affections to that ſpot where 
C „% ny i 
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e firſt man in the boſom of paradiſe, 


ei he was far from being completely 
ce bleſſed. Under all the preſcrip- 
rc tions of art and ſociety, nature is 


_ © never unmindful of her own deſ- 
te tination. No longer abſorbed in 
cc other purſuits, he ſighed inſenſi- 


, bly for a companion to ſhare his 
8 Ws e Solitude is often. the | 


< nurſe "7 of love. 


68 0 his bob hides lived 
a young lady of the moſt exquiſite 


« beauty, and the fineſt intellectual 


« accompliſhments. She ſoon per- 
cc ceived ig "x value of our philoſo- 
„ ex pher, 


e Even here; however, like the 


on. FEMALE PURSUITS. 181 


4 « pit; and eagerly -  eultivated his 
« acquaintafice, Her parts, her vi- 


« vacity, her taſte, the elegance of 


ec her body, and the graces of her 
4 mind, inſtantaneouſly attracted his 
attention, and by degrees en- 
. profſed his whole affections. 


6 0 
1 LF, 


Not inſenſible of this important 
te conqueſt, the more effectually to 


4 ſeeure, ſhe contrived to ſatisfy him 


« of an excluſive intereſt he had ac- 


ee quired in her heart. This eir- 


« cumſtance, managed with delieacy 
« and addreſs, was finely calculated 
ee to operate on an eafy, unſuſpect- 
« ing, and enlightened mind. Who 
<« could be the favourite of an ele- 
te gant and virtuous woman, without 


ay returning her. affections, in ſuch a 
N N 3 « caſe 
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225 caſh; as this? and ſo powerful is 


the principle of gratitude in the 1 
-« human heart, that even hatred is 


* ſometimes exchanged for love. 


«« Imagine, then, the ſenſibility of 


« our philoſopher, who had already 
ce ſingled out the fair by the kindeſt 
« partiality, when aſſured ſhe had all 
* along regarded him with a ſimilar 
* emotion. His happineſs imme- 


« diately became inſeparable from 
« hers. Nor had ſhe any longer 
cc occaſion to complain of his inat- | 


0 tention or inen | 


. Otten 3 it been ſaid, the deſ- 
ce tinies are cruel to lovers. No ſoon- 

er did ſhe know his heart to be 
« hers, than he experienced all thoſe 
" little OE Perrleriees, which 
5 ä 1 cc the 


0 
L 2 4 


l 


1 


| “ proportionable delicacy, ſhe took 
ce the meaneſt advantage, affected to 
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ec the artifice of the ſex has contrive 


« to puniſh and counterbalance the 


* turbulence and perfidy of ours. 
« The triumph of conqueſt was all 


e her object. He was, at leaſt, no 


“ ſooner.in her power, than ſhe found 


<« herſelf very indifferent about him. 


. $9 capricious and evaneſcent is the 


te attachment of warm, inconſiderate, 


„ 


« and giddy minds! The impref- 


& ſions they create, like thoſe. made 
on a ſtream by the gentleſt breeze, 
d exiſt but a moment. Far other- 
« wiſe the attachment of the feeling, 
< the ſuſceptible, and the penſive. 
% How | infinitely deeper and more 
ce durable the tender ſenſibilities he 


« indulged ! Of his generous tem- 
« per, which ſhould have taught her 


N 4 I | cc be : 


ö 
; 
1 
ö 
if 
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« be the more cool and diſtant, and 
cc trifled with the ſenſibilities of a 
cc heart, which thouſands would have 
e ſoothed and cheriſhed with joy, 


ce with the greater levity the more 


cc he admired, and the fonder He 


Fe te of her PO: 


4 


ce He poſſeſſed too ak 3 


«ſenſe, however, not to ſee through 


cc her duplicity, | and though he 


cc was too manly not to defpife it, 
er yet to tear from his heart all at 
| « once its deareſt object on earth, 
« gecafioned him the moſt ſerious 
t and inexpreffible concern? The 
es ftruggle was indiſpenſable, and 


c competent to all his vigour and 


6c philofophy. It was reaſon, affert- 
« ing ber ſupremacy” over paſſion, 


and 
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OS. owl heaven ſtriving for the maſtery _ 
e with earth. But loſt affection, 

« like loſt time, is not to be re- 
| & called. To ſubſtantiate the charge 
af female infidelity, ſhe nu eöi.. 

1 ein an evil hour, the commor 

© medy of the ſex, and reſented the _ Eu” 
« lofs of one lover, by flinging ke 2 
« ſelf into the arms of another, 1 


— EE EET — 
* 


„ Happy for him, had his wound- 
e ed mind been as eaſily reſtored to 
s its former health and tranquillity: 
| é But his heart was gone, and with 
13 te jt all reliſh for life, It was not 
e henceforth in the power ef modi- 
& cine, variety, or expedient, to af- 
cc ford him the leaſt interval of fe- 
« renity, His nights and his days 
9 . n 
5 "7: 0 this 
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« this manner he deplored his abor- 
« tive paſſion. for years. His me- 


<«-Jancholy at laſt ſettled into an in- 


« yeterate lunacy. He then went 
e by the name of the Poor Philo/o-- 
cc /pber, and lingered out the dregs of 
life in a condition the maſt af- 

. « flicting and pitiable. The ſcenes 


cc which had been the witneſſes of 


c his happier days, now became the 
te conſtant and ſolitary companions - 
vc of his wretchedneſs : and whatever 
« had formerly heard the vows he 


te made, and the ſighs he uttered, 


« were loudly upbraided with her 


© perfidy who deceived him. He 


ce would frequently run frantic in 


« the woods and fields, wildly de- 
« manding his heart of what or who- 


0 ever ſeized his wounded 1 imagina- 


oo 1 tion. 


#\ 
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« tion. To the very birds, who ſym- 
« pathiſed with him in their ſongs, 


e he has been heard to cry, Give me 


« back my heart. But chiefly every 
« woman he ſaw, by recalling an 


idea ſo dear to his bleeding me- 


« mory, awakened all his tenderneſs. 
« Of her he never failed to aſk, in a 


e tone that would have ſoftened the 
ce breaſt of a ſavage, Give me back my | 


cc © beart. a 


KS, þ 


Ho ſtrongly does this affecting 


anecdote turn and enforce attention 


to the hearts and attachments of your 


daughters! With what unwearied 


circumſpection and aſſiduity ought 


bye to tend, and moderate, and me- 
thodize their earlieſt affections! This 


is the ſoil in which the ſeed of life is 


* Sf 
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ſown, and the whole harveſt depends 


on your culture. 


I. Perſonal embelliſhment is an 


object of no ſmall importance to e- 
very woman of fenſibility. It often 


5 happens that thoſe of moſt beauty 


are the fondeſt of dreſs. This, how- 
ever, is one of the moſt general foi- 


5 & 
. AG d 


bles of the ſex: your daughters diſ- . 


cover an inclination to be ſpruce, or 


fine, or ſplendid, from their infancy. 


The diſpoſition is natural, and fuited 
at once to their delicate make and 
ſocial deſtination, They are made 


to pleaſe, and conſtitutionally at- 


tached to whatever facilitates or im- 


Rar che great end of their being. © 


It is this Which riders hs dif. 
cuſſion 
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cuſſion of the ſubje& ſo extremely 
delicate. You hardly will admit our 
; competency to decide even on that 
part of your conduct, which is chiefly 
calculated to attract our attention, 
And thoſe of the beſt ſenſe, who can 
almoſt bear every other ſpecies of 
raillery with abundant chearfulneſs 
and good-nature, are often ſeen to 


| loſe their tempers the moment their 


paſſion for dreſs is mentioned. It is 
difficult enough to give any ſatisfac- 
| tory account of your feeling ſo ſore 
on ſo frivolous a matter, But while 
you wiſh to appear agreeable, it 

ſeems impoſſible for our taſte, even 

in this reſpect, to be * indiffer- 
ent to you. 


Whatever, therefore, your own 
opinion 
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opinion may be, teach your daugh- 
ters ſome degree of deference for 
ours. Raiſe their minds as much as 
poſſible above every thing merely e- 
terior. Give them no confidence, or 
hope of any real enjoyment, from 
trifles. Diſtinctions that only ſtrike 
the eye can neither be ſolid nor laſt- 
ing. Shew them that finery may 
render them conſpicuous, but that 
worth alone can make them defira- 
ble; and that garments the moſt coſt- 
ly and gorgeous, often disfigure the 
ſhape they were intended to improve. 
Promiſe them no ſuch badge of va- 
nity as a reward, nor ſuffer them to 
admire any affected modes of dreſs, 
nor ſeem pleaſed, on any- occaſion, 
that theirs is ſuperior at one time to 
what it is at another. Let this be as 
BTL ſeldom 


1 
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ſeldom the caſe as poſſible. . And 
when it is, take care to 'make them 


ſenſible that they are dreſſed to hide 
their defects, not to heighten their 
perfections; ; that dreſs is an emblem 
of miſery, not an object of pride; and 


that real beauty is always moſt charm- 


ing when leaſt embelliſhed. 


| . will reconcile us to the 


5 1 moſt ordinary cloaths, as the contrary 5 
f | quality will certainly render the fineſt 
in the world diſguſting. Nothing is 


ſo tawdry in itſelf, or ſo extremely 
offenſive to the leaſt degree of taſte 
or delicacy, as the unſeemly con- 


junction of richneſs and filth. How 


very incompatible the preſent mode 


of heightening the complexion, de- 
n the head, and fcenting the 


whole 


* 


whole extevivr; i wich th this whiable > and 


5 —_— qu my b 


Would you know what fghtful 


15 and loathſome figures the moſt beau- 


tiful and elegant women may ſuffer 
themſelves to be made, by an implicit 
adoption of every vulgar pteſcription, 
—view the moſt ſplendid and gor- 
geous among, the daughters of ſu- 
perfluity and faſhion, after being 
ſqueezed in a crowd, or broiled by 


immoderate heat, or drenched with 
a ſhower of rain. You will then be 


_ ſatisfied how much better it is to 
ſmell ſweet, and look plain, than to 
feel yourſelf nauſeous under a gilded 
covering; and to be homely and 
eaſy, than thus fatigued, and expoſed 
with an uſeleſs and cumberſome load 
816 of 


F- 
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. of the moſt diſguſting ſuperfluity. 
_ Cleanlineſs is always agreeable, and 


one of thoſe habits with which no 
rank in life, from the higheſt-to the 
loweſt, can by any means diſpenſe. 


The- greateſt beauty, deſtitute of ſuch 

a quality, is diſguſting, and her na- 
tural charms are of no other uſe, than 
to expoſe and heighten this defor- 


mĩty. 
Girls are fond of being thought 


pretty, and for that reaſon inſtinc- 
_ tively ſolicitous to ſhew it. Let 


your daughters, therefore, be attached 


to a manner of dreſs that is not only 
clean, but neat. What is the. moſt 

| cultivated. taſte, but our native ſenſe 
of order ee 3 


0 „ 
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we look for ſyſtem, ſymmetry, or 
proportion in every thing, and are 
never pleaſed where it is abſent or 
defective. There is a ſuitableneſs in 


ſorting the mere materials of dreſs, 
which it is the peculiar province of 


neatneſs to adjuſt. The ſhades in 
different colours mult be ſo arranged 
as to produce an agreeable variety, 
and exhibit an appearance of nature 


without negligence, Every ſeparate 


particular ſhould bear a certain pro- 


Portion to the whole. There ſhould | 


be nothing ſuperfluous, and nothing 
wanting. Such a diſpoſition as this 
becomes the ſex. It indicates a ſobri- 
ety, which cannot but recommend 
them. The thoughtleſs only are the 
ſport of extremes, the dupes of the 
. and the ridicule of thoſe 

whoſe 
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whoſe adulation and eſteem they are 
| W rien to obtain. | 


Nothing appears more | becoming 
the ſoft and captivating qualities of 


the fair ſex, than an inviolable de- 


cency in whatever regards the mi- 
nuteſt article of dreſs. The beauty 


which ſhines independent of embel- 


liſhment or art, is an object of uni- 
verſal admiration and love. The 
charms of a country girl, for exam- 
ple, unaided by the meretricious aſ- 
ſociations of folly and faſhion, —eſpe- 
cially when her ſhape, her features, 
and her complexion, diſcover no tinc- 
ture of deformity and vulgarity.—are 
irreſiſtible ! 1 


The real temper of a young wo- 
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man's mind is in nothing ſo lite- 
rally and emphatically pourtrayed, 
or ſo unequivocally marked, as by 
her taſte in diſpoſing, or attention 
to perſonal decoration. True mo- 


deſty may receive as groſs an injury 


from the garb, as from the gait of 


an harlot. The look, the geſture, 
and the dreſs, will always correſpond. 
She whoſe intentions are uniformly 


innocent, will not in any ſtation, on 


any occaſion, or from any motives 
whatever, be readily diſtinguiſhed for 
giddineſs, gaiety, or EXETSVAgARCE, 3 in 


any part of her behaviour. 


It! is your light ule fools, who 
have neither heads nor hearts, 1 in both | 
ſexes, who, by dreſſing their bodies 


out of all ſhape, render themſelves 


ridiculous 


. 
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ridiculous and contemptible, Theſe. 
are they who affect to take a lead in 
whatever is moſt oppoſite to decency 
and nature; who prefer the. moſt 
prepoſterous innovations, and ſedu- 
louſly inflame and pamper the paſ- 
fions of others, as well as their own, 
by a conſtant adoption of every thing 
neweſt, or moſt in ton. 


But what are thoſe modes in which 

the worthleſs of the ſex are ſo pro 
to place their diſtinction? Are they 
not the laborious inventions of idle- 
neſs and luxury, and regularly im- 
ported from a people whoſe profli- 
gacy, diſſoluteneſs, and caprice, are 
proverbial? Are they not calculated 
to deprive ſociety of decency, and 
the ſex of purity; to invite the Pry- 
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ing eye of wanton curioſity ; te 
bring certain ridicule and infamy 
on every veſtige of female honour; 
and to render lewdneſs of the ow 


"Kind an a * of traſſe ot 


A deſire to . by: den . 
jowed means. as theſe, can originate 


only in the looſeſt inclination, And | 
wretched is that woman's condition, 
who depends for admiration, regard, 


or attachment, on the form, the co- 


lour, the quality, or the faſbion of 


her clothes. 


In former times, dreſs was deemed 


one of the moſt palpable diſtinctions 


in rank. Ladies then took their pre- 
| cedences, and underſtood their re- 
9 88 ſtations, by what they wore, 


and 
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10 their manner of wearing it. This 
ancient and eaſy mode of diſcrimina- 
tion is no longer known or obſerved 
| in ſociety. The maid-ſervant not 
only apes but rivals her miſtreſs in 
/ © exert ſpecies of whim and extrava- 
. gance. All ſorts of people are con- 
. ſequently confounded, and melted 
down into one glaring maſs of tinſel, 
inſipidity, abſurdity, or ſuperfluity. 
The lower orders are entirely loſt in 
a general propenſity to mimic the 
1 of the higher. Every woman 
we meet would ſeem, by her geſture 
and apparel, to poſſeſs at leaſt an in 
dependent fortune: And no · differ- 
ence at all is left, in this reſpect, to 
tell the inquiſitive. ſpectator Wher 
ther char circumſtances be. id | 
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| Proportion, therefore, the dreſs of 


your daughters to their ſituation in 


life. Every approach to exceſs in 
this article muſt be followed with the 
worſt effects. It is a deception eaſily 
detected, and will never be forgiven. 
8 An appearance of wealth cannot be 


ſupported on nothing, and the ſhifts 
to which it is ſometimes a tempta- 


tion are not always the moſt NT. 


table. 


i ” +, K% ! * * 
2 * 4 * * 


Nor 1 is an oa Toe of dreſs | 


A 1005 promiſing ſcheme for obtain- 
ing the moſt reſpectable matrimonial 


connections. Young men are now 
too wary- to be thus duped. Though 8 


it were certain to ſucceed, who could 


with” their daughters to commence 


ſo ſerious an enterprize by means 
chos ſubtle and crafty? Se 


It 
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It is dangerous to tamper with 


truth in any caſe. Candour, ſimpli- 
city, and fair- dealing, never ſubject 
to the leaſt riſque, are — ſafe, 
and 8 77 honourable. 5 


- 


1 L Suffer not t your dankghtels; in 


any period of life whatever, to in- 


dulge a predominant predilection for 
amuſement. 


An del tien of this ſort in youth 
often ſpurns the neceſſary preſerip- 
tions of diſcretion in riper years. It 


impreſſes the mind with a levity 


which no after reflection is at 4 
times able to correct. And habits 
of diſſipation, however unworthy. of 


that ſenſe and decency which belong 


to . rational being, are more 
eſpecially 
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eſpecially deteſtable and pernicious 
in ſuch as are deſtined to preſide in a 
The theatres, under proper ma- 
nagement, might be a ſchool of 
uſeful and virtuous inſtruction, as 
well as a ſcene of inhocent recrea- 
Tragedy is calculated to ennoble, 
refine, and expand the beſt affections 
of the heart, to render our natures 
fuſceptible and ſympathetic, and to 
teach by example the moſt intereſting 
unn of humanity. | 0: F) 


a | Comedy k nbd eier the 
what pong as called aw * SY 
1 faſhionable 
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faſhionable minutiæ of life, The 
beſt definition of this ſpecies of the 
drama, perhaps, is, that, when pro- 
perly executed, it conſiſts in a juſt 
exhibition of the trueſt politeneſs, 
not extracted from the dull preſcrip- 
tions of formal pedagogues, but as 
daily practiſed by the Md com- 


pany. 

The object 2 3 uriters, 
however, is not always either ſo 
elevated or ſo pure. Their aim is 
only to fill the houſe. The public 
taſte muſt for this end be conſulted 
and careſſed. And that, perhaps, was 
never leſs chaſte, leſs correct, or leſs 
| ee chen at preſent, | 


ET that you. can hn yo your 
im geiz 0 6168 daughters 
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daughters too ſeldom, where the vir- 


tues of innocence, of modeſty, of 


ceconomy, and of truth, are rarely 


mentioned but to raiſe 'a laugh; 


where innuendoes, the looſeſt and the 
moſt eaſily underſtood, are uttered ; 
with emphaſis, and received with 
complacency; and where principles : 


and examples of the groſſeſt profli- 


gacy, garniſhed with vivacity and 
wit, extort univerſal applauſe from 
l and low. | 


Places of public reſort bey ie 


wiſe, in their ſeaſon, and enjoyed 
with moderation, have their ne. 


Here all are meren pectacles 
and ſpectators; the gay, the great, 
the effigy of pride, the puppet of en- 

| vy, mo the * of faſhion, min- 


gle 


ale into one circle of thoughtleſs i in- 


ſipidity and parade; and, as they 
poaſs, with inſidious civility exchange 


% 
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PL 


- 


their places, their glances, and their 
ſarcaſins. 


Where none are wanting, much 
it is generally preſumed may be 
learned; and whoever is anxious to 
make their daughters what nature 


certainly never intended they ſnould 
be, can no where ſucceed more ef- 


fectually to their wiſhes. But ill does 
it beſeem the ſober, the worthy, and 


the reſpectable, to be laviſh of their 
time, their preſence, or their ſpirits, 
among groups of the Ter: and in- 
famous. 


Such are thoſe ſcenes of diſſipation 


and ſhew, where the faces moſt com- 
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monare not thoſe of health, prudence, 


or innocence, but thoſe which diſ- 


guiſe, under an abortive enamel, and 


a hollow ſimper, deformity and dif- 
eaſe, men and guilt! 


And are the refuſe of the world fit 
companions for your daughters ? Is 
this an exhibition from which they 
can reap any improvement ? Would 


a decent family expect from ſuch an 


aſſembly a faithful ſervant, or a wiſe 


man a virtuous wife? [s1 it even re- 


putable to be often ſeen in thoſe 


ſplendid throngs, which, though 
chiefly compoſed 1 2 the moſt brilli- 
ant company, have been long branded 


as haunts of lewdneſs, where beauty, 


youth, and innocence, are conſtantly 
bought, e and ruined. 


**. | 


FFF 
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\ Naoki can render the minds. of 


your daughters more reſtleſs, or ſub- 


ject to chagrin, cloud their reputa- 
tions with a darker ſuſpicion, ſup- 


preſs their domeſtic regards more 


effectually, or ſo radically deftroy 


all their enjoyments at home, as this 


diflipated taſte. 


5 But the aſl ſpecies of diverſion 
to which they can be addicted, is 
gaming. No faſhion can juſtify any 


thing, which, in your ſex eſpecially, 


ſubſtitutes deformity in the room of 


excellence. Ir may be adopted oc- | 
_ caftonally, to prevent the appearance 


of ſingularity, for the ſake of variety, 
in complaiſance to the humour of a 
party, to ſhew good-nature, promote 


J — or preclude ſcandal. But 


the 
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the leaſt inclination to play, on any 
other principle, or from any other 


motive, is ominous, and ought to 


be checked with ſteadineſs and fe- 


verity. No diſeaſe requires a more 
immediate remedy, becomes more 


incurable, can render your daugh- 
ters more odious, or involve them 


in greater e 


Reading vill not only improve 


their underſtandings, but often and 


ſenſibly intereſt their hearts. The 


whole circle of the ſciences is ſuſ- 
ceptible of ſuch an improvement, as 
might render them peculiarly de- 


RE as well as inſtructive. | 


en ; Travels, 1 and whatever, 


either in ancient or modern, foreign 


. 
n 
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or domeſtic compoſition, relates to 


the knowledge of the world, and the 
ſecret workings of the human heart, 
ſhould be much recommended to the 
attention of girls. 


Their health is a particular which 
you have doubtleſs much at heart, 
Every interval, circumſtance, or ſpe- 
cies of relaxation, ought. to be ac- 


commodated to this great and neceſ- 
| lary object. | 5 


Vifting, eſpecially as practiſed a- 


mong the great, ſeldom terminates 


in any thing but vanity, ſcandal, or 
intrigue. The benefit of walking, 


which is the maſt natural exerciſe in 


the world, is not unfrequently loſt 
by an improper choice of place, or 
Company, 
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company, or both. To ſuch as would 
have their daughters rather elegant 
than virtuous, dancing muſt be a de- 
ſirable accompliſhment. But it of- 
ten happens to the fine female dan- 
cer, as it does to the young man 
who ſings what is called @ good ſong ; 
ſhe is under ſuch temptations to 
ſcenes equally fatal to her health and 
morals, as ſhe cannot always with- 


ſtand. 


Faſhion ſeems, capriciouſly enough, 
to have affixed the idea of charming 
and noble to an elegant woman on 
a fine horſe. But the man who. 
never ſaw this prepoſterous junction, 
could hardly conceive a poſition in 
which two ſuch handſome animals 
could be more ludicrouſly placed. 
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It ſeems to have been reſerved for 
our times, that women, forgetting 


their ſex and ſituation, ſhould thus 


lay aſide the duty of a wife for that 


of an huntreſs; the pleaſin g their 
huſbands, for the management of a 


courſer; their native meekneſs, and 


modeſty of apparel, for the air, the 
habit, and all the capariſon of the 


turf. ] 


III. It is vain and ridiculous to 


deny or diſſemble the reciprocal at- 
tachment of the ſexes. We are all 
parts of one and the ſame great ope- 


rative ſyſtem, and ſeverally intereſted 


in its ultimate completion. And, 


but for a ſeries of poſitive and artifi- 


_ cial inſtitutions, no individual could 
ever have rebelled againſt this pri- 
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mary and clibliſhed law of 8 


1 ENCE. 


d each other with a erer 


* ne life. Ten cannot, the” 
you would, and no law of God or 
man compels or enjoins you. to ſup» 


preſs in your daughters this conſtitu- 


tional impulſe. It is-your buſineſs 
to lay it under proper reſtrictions, to 
render it as much as poſſible ſubſer- 
vient to their own eaſe and conve- 


nience, to bring it under the habi- 
_ tual controul of reaſon, and to con- 
Hae its operation within the neceſſary 


limits of prudence and delicacy. 

But nature has made the principle 

immortal, and its influence on fe- 
& 9 | | male | 
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male conduct is infinitely more per- 

manent and univerſal than that of 
any other. From the firſt moment 

innocence fluſhes the face with a 
bluſh, your daughters are impelled, 
and in ſome meaſure formed by this 
ſentiment. And during the whole 
period of their youth and educa- 
tion, it more or leſs affects their 
_ dreſs, their diverſions, their actions, 
and their language; moulds their 
rempers,” and nen n man- 
ners. 


| Under the bs of a feeling 
thus genial and impulſive, and at an 
age when every object has a tendency” 
to inflame their young affections, 
elections will unavoidably be inckulg⸗ = 
ed, and to regulate theſe is your 
2 F i; principal 
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. prigcipal concern, the beſt office you 


can do your daughters, and one of 
the moſt eſſential ſervices you can 


render ſociety. 


It is generally from diſparity of 
condition that moſt unhappy matches 
take place. There 1s no time of life 


in which they can with ſafety be igno- 


rant of this fact, or inattentive to its 


conſequences. They are uſually left, 


however, to acquire the knowledge 
of it from accident or obſervation, 


and not unfrequently ruined before 


their minds are either capable of un- 
derſtanding the one, or making the 
other. For want of impreſſing thoſe, 
eſpecially of rank and fortune, with 
an early and habitual apprehenſion 
of ſuch a danger, how many melan- 
| : . choly 
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* and deſperate. elopements are 


conſtantly happening, even from | 
e ſchools! 


You. cannot too. 3 and ſedu- 


| louſly guard againſt misfortunes of 
this kind. Teach them to ſuſpect 


the ſincerity of every lover, whoſe 
ſituation and proſpects in life are not 


at leaſt equal to their own. Ad- 


dreſſes from inferiors ought never to 
be ſuffered, nor the ſmalleſt degree 


of intimacy once permitted, where a 


mutual attachment is either poſſible, 


or not eligible. Nature is in every 
rank the ſame, and always ſuperior 
to political reſtriftions. Familiarity: 
between the ſexes, under every poſ- 
ſible predicament, for that reaſon, 
and nn of every ſuband}- 
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nate conſideration, often terminates 
where ſhe intended it ſhould. Her 
operations are conſtant and infalli- 
ble; and the confequences, however 
difagreeable and mortifying, may 8 
abrays be e | 


* r 


* 


The characters of men in ſociety - 
are at once 16 equivocal and vari- 
ous, that you will find it extremely 
difficult to aſſiſt them in their pre- 
ferences. And yet there is no pur- 
ſuit in which they either require 
more, or are leſs inclined to ſolicit 
any. It is an object, however, of 
which you ought not to lofe fight 
for a moment. Girls are never ſo. 
apt to be reſerved, even on this deli- 
cate particular, as when they are un- 
der the greateſt neceſſity to be open. 
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It is then they think every eye is 
prying into their conduct, and that 
they are moſt ſedulous to ſecrete 
what their own intereſt chiefly =_ 


them ts diſcloſe. 


| Such a Aale as this, and it is 
generally a very obvious one, loudly 


demands your interference and ad- 
vice. But where perſuaſion and re- 


monſtrance do not ſucceed, it would 


de madneſs to proſtitute authority. 
And, fince you cannot preſerve their 
happineſs by earneſt importunity, and 


a delicate tender of the kindeſt of- 


| fices, take care of indulging cruelty 


or outrage, leſt you drive them to 
deſpair. For, whatever claim .you 


have on their. deference, obedience, 
and affection, you have no — o 
make them nchen 


Perhaps 


EE . | 
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Perhaps one of the moſt effectual 
methods of preventing ſuch a criſis 
as this, and of directing their affec- 
tions to ſettle on proper objects, 


might be to inſpire them with an 


habitual averſion to thoſe which in no 


ſituation can be eligible, A few ſuch 


characters may be pointed out, as a 
clue by which you may unravel a 
great many others leſs obvious, with 
whom you may have formed an ac- 


quaintance, and from whom your 


daughters may be more n 
in 


The character of Ranger in the 
play is not a very rare one in life, 

and, what is more extraordinary, of- 
ten connected with the beſt quali- 
ties. A man of this kind is never 
indifferent 


. 7 
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indifferent in any company where 
there are women. But he is ſo ad- 
dicted to trifle with the tendereſt af 
fections, to find the ſex ſo ſuſcepti- 


ble of impreſſion, and to be ſo e- 


qually careſſed by all, that he be- 
comes at laſt incapable of attach- 
ment to any 


surely you would not wiſh the ſe- 
lection of your daughters to fall on 


one whoſe ſole principle of inter- 
courſe with the ſex ; 1s, never to return 
the tenderneſs he receives. He will 
probably treat her with much af- 


fected ſincerity. . Gallantry is his 
profeſſion, and on every occaſion, 


and to every woman indiſcriminate- 
ly, he acts his part with adroitneſs, 


but expects 1 in no circumſtance what- 
ever 
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ever that ſincerity ſhould be annexed 


to any thing he fays or does. 


His moſt Wielhn profeſſions, his 
tendereſt attentions, his repeated aſſi- 


duities, are forms which have no 


other meaning than preſent amuſe- 
ment, the temporary indulgence of 
vanity, or the introduction of an in- 
trigue, which may probably end in 
the triumph of villany and guilt over 


as caged and 1 innocence. 


ah He will then treat every applica- ” 


tion for redreſs with ridicule and 


contempt, and very coolly impute 
your unfortunate daughter's ruin, 
not to his own proftigacy, but to her 
fllineſs. And, whatever his arts of 
6 may have been, a cenſo- 


rious 
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nous world will not be eaſily brought 


to believe, that ſhe has not been 


ſufficiently. forward and acceſſary in 
the means to which the owes her 
mitartune, 


M Extreme vanity is alſo a charae- 
teriſtic in our ſex, againſt which you 


ought to put your daughters on their 

_ Lou will often meet with 
minds well endowed by nature, and 

not ſuperficially cultivated, dupes of 


the moſt ns een | 


F 


% is lang e a vinyl 


<ation of abſurdities are often grafted 
_ on this unmanly principle. Blind 


to every imperfection, he appro- 
priates all poſſible excellence, and is 
_ often intoxicated with an idea of 
his 
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his own ſuperiority in thoſe very in - 
ſtances where. his defects are moſt 
ſhocking and prominent. He fre- 


quently wiſhes to be deemed ge- 


nerous, when it is not in his power 
to conceal his meanneſs. He will 
even affect to be your friend, and 


load you with profuſe profeſſions of 


kindneſs this moment, and treat you 


the next with a rudeneſs and bruta- 


lity ſhocking and deteſtable from 


the me frranger y_ ever * +] 


* 


A left-handed alem as rd 
Bacon calls it, is generally the com- 
panion of this worthleſs diſpoſition. 
He has always a great many things 
to hide, which, however, very few 


with to know. But his extreme af- 


feckation 3 is to give an air of 3 5 


cd or ſuppreſſed, whatever your de- 
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and importance to the leaſt of all 
his inſignificant tranſactions. 5 


Wherever his own intereſt is at 
ſtake, he will not be backward to 
receive and even to ſolicit your aſ- 
ſiſtance. But let not your expecta- 
tions of his gratitude be too ſan- 
guine, or think he vill put himſelf / 
to any great inconvenience, even 
though he owe you the higheſt ob- 
| ligations. His mirth, his folly, or 
his i impertinence, is not to be check- 2 


licacy, your temper, or your credit, 
may ſuffer by its indulgence. His 
vanity is too groſs to let him either 
perceive or feel the ſarcaſm of his 
own conduct, and he has his own 
private” views too ſteadily - and ſin- 
cerely 
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cerely at heart not to render all the 
friendſhip. he has for you, or any 


other, a very ſubordinate object. 


Whatever his ſecret profeſſions to 


very ready to realize them publicly. 
And it is not even uncommon for 
him to inſult you by a familiarity in 
company, proportionate only to the 
ſervice you may have done him. For 


intemperate vanity, the rhodomon- 


tade of inſignificance, and the moſt 
culpable ingratitude, are often to be 
Wund in the ſame en, 


Still leſs 3 Da would you 
dire& your daughters to chuſe a mi- 
ſer as a companion for life. It re- 


: va the moſt conſummate pru- 
| =, mae 
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| FN in any. woman to manage the 
parſimonious humour of | a ſtingy 


huſband. Her leaſt expence will 


ſeem to him extraordinary. His con- 
ſtant lectures to her will be on fru- 
gality and economy: He wilt think 


her laviſh, even in thoſe: very in- 
ſtances in Which others n. ma 


era 
f Wealth i 18 nk mas ha oc- 
| Cupied in doing good, It is chen a 
mercy, but otherwiſe. a misfortune 
d ct the owner, and all around. Nay, 
the prowling of wolves and tygers is. 

harmleſs, and even deſirable, com- 
pared with that of wickedneſs armed 
wich power. For no plague waſtes 
1s imperceptibly and ſecurely, in- 
ben: ſo deeply and fatally, or ſpreads 
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4 ſo wide and woeful a defolution, 46 ; 


vice in opulent circumſtances and 
eminent fituations, | 


* 
» 


"Mor is 7 1 0 Aan all 515 


; plenitude, Happy or contented. His 


deſires extend as the objects of them 
accumylate, and the more he gets 


che more he wants. Thoſe powers 
which were originally deſtined * 


the acquiſition and enjoyment of ſu- 
preme perfection, are thus proſti- 


tuted in the purſuit of things ulti- 


mately vain and unſubſtantial. Ii 
every ſituation he conſequently. feels 
his inferiority, though Heaven ſets 


him on high, or expoſes him like 


ſome craggy promontory,” "whoſe ſu- 


- Periority to the neighbouring hills 
N in 1 nothing but altitude an 
£5 3 | | ſter ility, 


* 


5 coerility, as if he. ſtood upon others ; 


merely to keep them down; or were 


placed by ſome malignant dæmon : 


to grow great at their expence, and 
took a pleaſure in intercepting every 


acceſſion of fortune i in their favour. 


a 
* — 


| Rather, is not every ſuch wheel 
thus exhibited, by a benevolent Pro- 


- vidence, to ſhew, as an exemplary 
dbjject of inftruftion, what a monſter 


exorbitant wealth uniformly makes 
of little minds? eee ee ee 


* * 2 - 6 
** ad * & 8.4 4 . 


© Leaſt of all, . | avcoſſuty or con- 
ſenting to any connection, of a matri- 
monial tendenty, which your daugh- 
ters may unwarily make with the 
ſhewy; the fulſome, the flaſhy, Gr 


MICS. Theſe are all infallibls 


attribu tes 
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arefibures. of dicmmulation __ in« 
 finceri „ 55 | 


AI a men have 40 as all ſhall 125 ind, | 
de bat the bubble of a Nw mind, 


There is little ſenfe, virtue, or 
ſenſibility, either in man or woman, 
where there is no ſimplicity. The 
want of this, at leaſt for the moſt 
part, is a certain indication of we 
nificance or vice, or both, 
_ wretch who practiſes deception. 5 
| have ſomething for a covering. And | 
to him it will always be a much ea- 
hier taſk to MmUNE than realize what is 
generally moſtieelifhed and accepta · 
ble. And whoever is addicted to 
trim and accommodate in the leaſt, 
"vill - exert F the lame uh, mon in- * 
1 With 
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Wich fuch a faſtidious character as 
this, no woman on earth can be hap- 
py. He is every where ſo very ten- 
der, that the (lighteſt touch occaſions 
him the moſt exquiſite pain. Every 


rifle puts him in a fret, and he is 


never ſo much in his element as when 
| thoſe moſt dear to him are . 
into che fare inquierude. 5 


The more - ſenſbiliry with which . 

the unfortunate partner of his boſom 
1 endowed, the more it is in his 
Power to vex and mo leſt ber. And 
me is no ſooner acquainted wich his 
character, chan ſhe knows his affi- - 
duities to be moſt tormenting as 


moſt inſidious. His imagination, 


blaſted by pride and peeviſhneſs, | 
VO overcomes hie judgment. 
. Cir- 
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Circumſtance and ſhew engroſs all 
his thoughts and attention. In truth, 
he never thinks but how he may 
ine, not does a deed but with a 
view to ſwell his own importance. 
Continue to glut the ambition of his 
| heart by a ſordid proſtitution of your 
own, and you ſhall find him of all 
men the moſt candid, generous, and 
friendly. But the moment your ſim- 
plicity betrays you into one fyllable 
that would rob him of the ſacrifice 
che expects, his ideas of your charac- 
ter will undergo a total revolution. 
For he will no longer do juſtice even 


to your merits, than you connive at 


his ne % on” T0 aug 


1-2 " of the baſeſt hypocrites I ever 
Knew, raiſed for NO: among a 
. . circle 5 


THIS 
#4 


the very vices to. hich he was noto- 


riouſly addicted. No man repro- 
bated falſhood in every form with 


more pointed ſeverity than he did. 
Yet his friends and his foes, thoſe he 
eſteemed, and thoſe he diſliked, were 


received with the ſame fulſome adu- 
lation, the ſame diſtortion of fea- 
tures, and the fame awkward and 


"yy mode of addreſs. 


"Fi was 10 ede to We Ae 
tition of the words generoſity, bene- 
ficence, dignity, and ſimplicity, that 
he impoſed on himſelf 'as well as 
athers, and miſtook. LY familiarity. 


<< ot | 4 24 : with 
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Gat of little minds. who affected to f 
regard him with reverence and ado- ' 
ration, no contemptible reputation, 
by railing almoſt inceſſantly againſt 
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with the names for the poſſeſſion of 
theſe qualities, and even the blown” 
ſuggeſtions of his own pride, for the 
practical operations of true worth. 


His proteſtations of honour were 
when he meant to deceive or betray. - 
The hollowneſs of his heart alone 
was equal to his profeſſions of ſince- 
rity. He could boaſt, with moſt aſ- 
toniſhing effrontery and earneſtneſs, 
even of humanity and candour, to the 
unfortunate wretches whom his want 
of theſe virtues had undone.” 


His tongue, though more venom-' 
ous and deadly than that of an aſp, 
was, notwithſtanding, tipt by an aſ- 
ſemblage of the moſt ſhining phraſe: 
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chat ever aided any poetical deſcrip- 
tion of the ſweeteſt and ſofteſt ſenſi- 


bilities. With a manner ſingularly ** 


ſtarch and theatrical, his converſa- 
tion throughout -was one tireſome 
inflated effuſion of affection without 


eſteem, and of compliment without | 


Ne 


b parts, but they were de- 
baſed and proſtituted in an abortive 


purſuit of popularity; he had feel- 


ings, but they were taught to move 


only within the abject ſphere of va- 
nity and ſelf-intereſt; he had virtues, 


but they never interfered with the 
frantic deciſions of a debilitated 
mind, with the invidious averfions 


of a malignant temper, with the 
cruel machinations of an implacable © 


heas Ty 


5 A fairer 
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A. fairer perſon hf not Hy be ul 
For dignity compor'd and high exploit ; i | 
But all was falſe and bellow z " bis kr. 


e Manna. 


; Skins FRO never was, in any 
other character, ſuch a ſtriking com- 
plication of abſurdities as thoſe which 
diſtinguiſh this. He was bleſſed with 
a wife of the fineſt taſte, and the moſt 
amiable manners; but his peculiari- 
ties broke her ſpirits, unhinged her 
temper, and reduced her from one 
of the ſweeteſt to one of the moſt 
fretful and wretched | women e 
. 


But it is tis to 1 
al the traits of human inſignificance 
and demerit which prevail in the 


buf, 7 world. There is none of you 
whoſe 
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whoſe” experience may not furniſh 
abundance of examples for urging 
the neceſſity of teaching your daugh- 


ters, by every means in your power, 


the great and indiſpenſable art of diſ- 
criminating character. 
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FEMALE HONOUR. 


O parents 8 _ are 
anxious for the morals, as well 
as fortunes, of their children, among 
all the ſhocking ſights ſo conſtantly - 
exhibited in every part of this great 


metropolis, none can be more affect- 


ing and deplorable than thoſe. im- 
menſe ſhoals of bad women, who 
ſwarm in the ſtreets, and are ſo nu- 
merous, ſo profligate, and ſo daring 


in all public places. The very hap- 


pineſs, not to mention the virtue or 
utility to ſociety, of ſuch a multitude 
of individuals, is an object which 

calls ; 
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calls loudly for the interpoſition of 
the legiſlature. But whatever ideas 
ſtateſmen may entertain of this enor- 
mous and growing evil, it holds 
forth a dreadful leſſon to mothers, 
and all who have any concern in fe- 


male education. 


* 


Ne 


In ſuch a vortex of luxury, in- 
temperance, and depravity, how 
ſhall. female virtue be preſerved ? 
how ſhall the honour of the ſex be 
protected ? how ſhall ſhe, whoſe 
ſenſes are inceſſantiy accoſted by 
the groſſeſt indelicacies, retain thoſe 
nameleſs purities, on which her re- 
ꝓutation and happineſs in life de- 


pend? By what means ſhall yon 


- guard your daughters from the con- 
ho. bad example, or ſhield 
1 E 
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a5 effectually that innocence from in- 


jury or violation, which is the ſweet- 
eſt and lovelieſt feature. f in their cha- 


racter? 7 „ 255 Fs Yo 


Ye mothers of ſen6bility ne vir- 


tue, whoſe fond imaginations dwell 


with rapture on the proſpect of feli- 
city, which you anxiouſly expect ſhall 


be the fortune of your offspring; 


what an awful, important, and in- 
ſtructive ſpectacle do you not behold, 


vwherever you turn your eyes, from that 


deplorable profligacy, in which ſome 
of the fineſt women in the world are 
plunged, and from which - not the 


| beſt on earth can be certain of ſecu- 
ring for their daughters an abſolute 


exemption Many of theſe forlorn 


ereatures, —abject, infamous and ir- 
. | recoverable, 


So .. 
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recoverable, as they now are,—were 
probably born to far other hopes, 
nave ſeen happier days, and received 
an education which promiſed better 
things. Their morning might have 
been bright and ſerene, though their 
evening grows cloudy and cheerleſs. 
But where now are all' thoſe bleff- 
ings, fo eagerly anticipated and fore? 
told by ſuch as had an intereſt in 
their welfare? In thoſe delicious 
moments, when the good qualities 
of. your daughters fill your hearts 
with, gladneſs, think on their la- 
mentable condition for whom the 
deſtinies have reſerved ſo different a 
fate, who have the ſingular misfor- 
tune of giving birth to the moſt 
worthleſs, the moſt diſgraceful, and | 
che moſt wretched of the ſex, It is 


SEE BS by 
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by contraſting your enjoyments with 
their ſufferings, that you are enabled 
to conſider your daughters as not a 
curſe, but a bleſſing. Theirs, alas | 
were probably once as gay, as guilt- 
leſs, as charming, and as hopeful as 
yours. The ſmiling endearments of 
infancy, and all the nameleſs pretti- 
neſſes of childhood, ſtruck at that 
time their partial apprehenfions as ſo 
many flattering prelages of approach- 
ing proſperity ! nor can you contem- 
plate your tender charge with a hap- 
pier mixture of ſolicitude and ex- 
tacy than they did. God forbid 
nanny of you ſhould ſhare that inex- 
preſſible conſternation and horror, 
which feize the feeling heart on 
hearing the tiding of a fallen and a 
muined child. Heaven, when moſt 

incenſed, | 
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incenſed, viſits not the guilty with 
a heavier puniſhment. | Nor can the 
tendereſt ſtrings of humanity be 
more exquiſitely touched. O God! 
to be thus bereaved, in one moment, 
of that which the beſt have always 
valued moſt; to have the beloved of 
your ſoul torn from your fondeſt em- 
braces, not by death, the common 
lot of the ſpecies, but by vice, our 
hereditary enemy and deſtroyer, is 
too much, is more than nature can 
bear, is a wound which can be cloſed | 
9 n with life = l 5368 
In i. as you deprecate 
be ſerious in your endeavours to pre- 
vent it, by fortifying your daughters 
n every ſpecies of impropriety, 
1; LS > which 


which tends by any means to leſfen 
or relax their ideas of female virtue. 
With this view, do but impartially 
examirie your own hearts; and cau- 
tion theirs, with infinite and unceaſ- 
Hig earneſtneſs and importunity, a- 
Kaĩnſt whatever. moſt - ET 


yo 


This flagrant and public inſult on 
the deceticy, the utility, and the dig- 
filey of your ſex, is; perhaps, one of 
the greateſt inconveniences attending 
the moſt poliſhed forms of political 

\ ſociety. But among the vaſt multi- 
_ tude of hapleſs victims thus ſacrificed 
at the melancholy ſhrine of profeſ- 
fional proſtitution, the number of 
women who owe their degradation 
26 thelr o wintonheſs, is very 
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. zen derbi Apart from the vas 
rious incentives to incontinence, 
vchich are the neceſſary concomitants 

of artificial life, the ſex, in my opi-, 

nion, are naturally attached to pu- 
rity. In ſcenes of fimplicity, at leaſt, 
and remote from courts, aflemblies, 

/ and populous towns, a woman of 
| looſe inclinations or abandoned man- 

ners is rarely to be found. And there, 
ſhe is ſo abſolutely the creature: af 
education, habit, and faſhion, that 
nature has no longer any ſhare in her 
character, nor takes a . nn 
her er Wy | 


Tis: 3 aw 
this humiliating circumſtance, or 
how account for ſo ſhocking a de- 
* of che ſex? By exploring 


R 3 ſome 
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ſome of its moſt obvious cauſes,” we 
may partly, perhaps, defeat their 
operation. And a ftrong © paſſion 
for diflipation, averſion to labour, 


habits of credulity, and diſappointed 


love, :are all more or leſs chargeable 


with this conſequence. 


It ſurely requires no great Inge- 


.nuity 'to point out or obſerve. the 


ſettled connection which ſubſiſts be- 


tween conſtant diffipation and 'oc- 
caſional guilt. What are our faſhion- 
able circles, our routs, our aſſem- 


blies, moſt of our elegant entertain- 
ments, and all our places of public 


rendezvous, but ſcenes of gallantry 


and intrigue, where a thouſand ar- 


-tifices are daily practiſed to inflame 
the - paſſions ; where - perſons of the 


moſt 
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ch profligate habits ate the capital 
figures in the group; where the num- 


ber and effrontery of the worthleſs 


are for ever on the increaſe; where 


all the innovations of faſhion ſpread 


and rage, and ravage like the peſti- 
lence; and where every impro- 

priety and exceſs may be expected, 
which can be ſuppoſed to reſult from 
an eternal colliſion of the ſexes? Is 
it here any man, in the ſober uſe of 


his reaſon, would repair in ſearch 


of thoſe virtues which render ma- 
trimony eligible; in which he could 
repoſe a confidence; or which he 


would wiſh his children to imitate ? 


Is it here your daughters are likely 
to meet with ſuitable examples, of 
decency, 'modeſty, and reſerve? Is 
. bere you would te ach them the 
£ . amiable 
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imiabtc and. intereſting leflons of hu- 
mility, diffidence, attention, and uſſi- 


: duity? Rather, is not this the pro- 
feſſed ſchool of vanity, N 


inſipidity, and folly ? Surely places 


of this fort are not the walks which 


the wiſe, the worthy, and the re- 
ſpectable, are known to frequent. 


What one good quality can poſſibly 


de acquired from multitudes only 
engaged in the purſuit of pleaſure? 
Where that ſcene of general inter- 


_rdUurſe, in which characters leſs ex- 


Jerity of the company ? And theſe 


aft Collected, animaxed, and kept to- 
gerhier by objects of che moſt tri- 


vial mature, if not of the looſeſt 


tendeney. Can your daughters then 


Exp 8 n. or edification 


5 from 


from 2 by which mudy, in 


every reſpect their equals, have been 


undone ? from a promiſcuous throng 


of idlers, inſigniſicants, and mimics ; 


whoſe converſation is prattle or ri= 
baldry, whoſe actions are levity and 
riot, whoſe frothy manners are ob- 
vious 5 * mee 


Ye Novi wy opinion and ute, 
doomed as ye are, like pictures in 
an exhibition, to ſcenes of ee 
petual oſtentation and expoſ 
where every fool gratifies is Be 
tinence at your expence— ah! lit- 
tle do e know or ſuſpect how coſt- 


1 und perilous your. ſoanty 208t lONE 
of .6njoyment are, and for what A 
en of 8 ou thus ſone- 
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go the choiceſt endearments of the 
heart! IEEE 


: "ac all thi objeck⸗ aw OO 
fully affect our natures, female diſ- 
treſs ſeems one of the moſt opera- 

tive. This rouſes all the heart, and 
touches the ſympathy of man into 
action. The complaints of a woman, 

unleſs when defeated by ſome other 
feeling, | procure immediate atten- 
tion and relief. It is not in the 
maſculine temper to treat the ſex 
with indifference, We are often 
more ſolicitous about their welfare 
than our own; and there is hardly 
any man ſo barbarous as not, occa- 
ſionally at leaſt, to exhibit ſome ſtrik- 
ing proofs of - generoſity at their 
inſtance. The pecullar delicacy of 
| their 


75 


their make, their exquiſite ſenſibi- 
lities, their dependent condition, 
the winning aſſiduities of their man- 
ners, and the invariable propenſities 
we feel and diſcover to ſerve and 
protect them, give us a laſting and 
active concern in whatever relates to 
their pain and pleaſure. e 


But how ſhamefully would this 
generous and manly ſentiment be 
debaſed, were it extended unexcep- 
tionably to all who have loſt their 
virtue? Many of theſe, God knows, 
are abundantly wretched, whoſe ſuf- 
ferings, however, are their own crea- 
tion, and not, as in other caſes, 
impoſed by neceſſity. Deſtined to a 
ſtate of the loweſt drudgery, they 
contract improper acquaintance; and 
| | "hug 


What are moſt of thaſe tawdry and 


| ples af female depravity, ye 
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by [indulging intemperate deſires, 


and bad company. 


gigante women who: ſtalk through 


the ſtreet, like grenadiers in diſ- 


guiſe, and erhibit ſo much wanton 
and ferocious effrontery, but ſer- 


vants out of ee 3 


* Chink on _y OWE exam- 


hearted mothers, Who take no pains: 
to ſuppreſs the extravagance of your: 
daughters, but ſuffer them to cul- 
tivate ſuch habits of profuſion, es 
may one day reduce them to the 


ſame mertifying and diſgraceful con- 


einn 1 en and diſnpation 
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' the world, bar their happineſs for 


Why give them enpectatiens you 
to a mode of living, dreſſing, and 
keeping company, which cannot ſur- 


vive their dependence on you, and 


from which, however humiliating 
and painful, ſome time or other they 


muſt deſcend? What is this but di- 


recting them to place their comfort 


on objects not merely precarious, but 


evideutly abortive:?-—and the mo 
ment your ſupport is withdrawn, 


either by accident or death, they: 


will nat thank you, om finding them- 


felves obliged to procure = ſorry 
maintenance at the expence of their 


their 


ever; but, without a competency, : 
are the certain road to deſtruction. 


| 
| 
7 
; 
| 


— 2 2 5 
— 


8 * 
Fu 


— * = Hf DE EPIC IEICE 


* 5 = N an FE HINTS TW | 
n 


3 8 
3 


— 
— 


Ra ? ww l = 
- — — / e — 
1 2 * -=* 


4 i 
77 
i % 
Ay 
* 1 
17 
* 1 
7 
7 
. 
' 
J U 
c- * 
* 1 
4 
i 
42 . 
'y. 
i 
51. 
* 9 
"4 
: n 
* io 
1 
1.4 
1 ; 
53 
1250 
413 
* — * 
" - 
1 
. 
1 
* 1. 
1 
** 
„ 
4 bd 
7 
1 
* 
* of 
* 
4 
* 
15 
"Ta 
jj 
* 
4 
* 
6 


KY 
_— 
* — 4 
* 


5 YT ky _ __— 
* 5. hs by "<LI oo 
2 = = 2 AO 1 © 
= r es * ſn 


* *% # 


ES: . 
* * 2 =" > 
5 a * py 


— TS . ͤ——— 2 : . 
4 4 — — — — — — — 23 - 
* tt N . * 33 5 . * — 2 * 5 - by 3 * * * = * I =. 
— 3 — EX 2 2 - . — — — — * 1 
Of — 9 — 


— —— — 


ÞV 
43 
Th 
7 
4 
1 N 
. 
= 
| Dl 
4 
i" 
. 
14 
3 
1+ Þ 
1 bd p 
4 o 
* Þ 
77 i 
| 4 


— 
3 
— * 


13 
} 


—— — 
—————— 
2 
” * 


ak 
- n 


_— 
—— 


252 AN ADDRESS. TO MOTHERS. 


their lives, who, by an education 
leſs refined 5 and more laborious, 
might have earned their bread by 
laudable means, with unblemiſhed 
fame, health of body, and ſoundneſs 
of mind. 5155 

So profligate and abandoned is the 
world become, that you had better 
turn your daughter to the ſtreet at 
once, than put her out to ſervice. 
For, ten to one, her maſter ſhall ſe- 
duce her, or ſhe ſhall be made the 
confidant of her miſtreſs's intrigues, or 
ſhe falls the victim of ſome pampered 
menial.—Parents who can provide 
no better for their children, ſeem 
now anxious only of procuring for 
them places of eaſe, affluence, and 
luxury, to the excluſion and con- 


tempt 
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tempt of ſuch ſober induſtrious peo- 
ple as cannot afford to be idle 
themſelves, or keep thoſe who are. 
Many, therefore, get into families 
where one continued ſcene of riot 
and debauchery prevails; where no- 
thing is ſo much derided as the very 
ſemblance of decency; and where 
ſhoals of fellows, kept and fed like 
_ oxen in a ſtall, make it an object to 
undo every modeſt girl within their 
reach. 


But for one woman who owes her 
infamy to levity and idleneſs, thou- 
ſands are deſtroyed by credulity. 
With what fraternal tenderneſs, and 
manly delicacy, does the poet, in the 
following lines, apprize his fair ſiſ- 
ters of their critical ſituation. Nor 

* are 
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are his juſt. invectives againſt thoſe 
of our ſex, who practiſe the diabo- 
 lical arts of ſeduction, the leſs poig- 
nant for their ROI direction. 


; Ah 8 ye fair! 
Be greatly cautious of your ſliding hearts: 
Dare not-th' infectious ſigh; the pleadin glook, 
Downcaſt and low, in meek ſubmiſſion dreſs'd, 
But full of guile, Let not the fervent age 
Prompt to deceive with adulation ſmooth, 
Gain on your purpos'd will. Nor in the hower 
Where woodbines flaunt, androſes ſheda couch, 
While evening draws her crimſon curtains 
round, 
Truſt your oſt minutes with betraying man. 
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Alas f how pts a any very 
uncommon debility of mind, or de- 
pravity of heart, by a ſudden ſhock 
of temptation, or the ſeductions of 
villainy, have in one moment been 
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robbed of their character, and loft 
their comfort! Well may the fpe- 
cies bluſh, for want of humanity, 
whenever fuch a caſe. tranſpares ! It 
would then ſeem as if one wretch 
were materially ſerved by the mor- 
tification, and exulted in the ruin 
of another. The native ghaſtlineſs 
of vice is never ſo apparent as in 
her hollow triumph over fallen or 
merge worth! 
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How guy and; ;aſidiouſly. 8 0 
1 the: ſhocking tale circulate! The 
poor unfortunate delinquent is ſo 
univerfally deteſted and avoided, and 
truth and falſhood are ſo equally 
blended in her indictment, that the 
malice of her enemies is ſtrengthen- 
Ns 1 the predilection of her friends 
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. 


ſuppreſſed. Whatever can mitigate 


the accuſation, is excluded; while a 
thouſand aggravating circumſtances 


are fabricated, dilated with minute- 
neſs, and magnaicd with acrimony. 


In ſuch a ſtate of reprobation, 


what ſhall ſhe do ? from what quar- 
ter ſupplicate mercy? or whither 
look for redreſs? Where are the 
| bowels to pity, the hands to relieve, 
or the arms to receive her? Nature 


every where aſſumes the ſame dark, 


menacing, and gloomy aſpect! From 
all with whom ſhe had formerly any 


intimacy or connection, ſhe meets 
with reſentment and contempt, in- 
ſtead of ſympathy and condolence. 
To the worthy, of every ſex, cha- 


racter, and condition, ſhe has no 


accels, 


£ 
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acceſs, but is every where ſurround- 


ed with obloquy and ruin. 


Thus abandoned of earth * Hal 
ven, in the midſt of ſociety - ſhe 
pines in ſolitude, perhaps ſtarves for 


want, or not unfrequently dies of 
deſpair ! Public proſtitution is often 


adopted, merely as a temporary aſy- 
lum from hunger and the grave; 
and ſhe generally prowls or wanders 
in the ſtreets with a heavy heart, a 

conſcience full of remorſe, and a 
mind alternately approaching the 


dreadful extremes of inſenſibility 2d 


diſtraction. VVV 


Thou r 5 he's whom ſhe Ya 


been robbed of her honour, ſee. od 
what a deplorable ſituation -ſhe * is 


WEE now 
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nom reduced, who, before her confi- 
dence in thee, was 1nnocent and 
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| Sts . that ee 5 | 
How coal. thou aui her virgin heart, | 
| n 1 


Then forget not a 3 how 
liable your daughters are to ſeduc- 
tion; and be particularly jealous of 
their male companions. "Your men 
of the world live and die in a 
maſque, and are always objects of 
Stfpicion, in proportion to their af- 
fectation of honeſty. But he who 
would paſs for a man of honour, has 
treachery ſolely in view. He flat- 
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ders only to betray ; and whatever he 
Ades to aufe, is meant as a prologue 
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to the tragedy in which he hopes to 
Encourage, therefore, none, whom 
they can miſtake for gallants, to 
things in their ears, to pleaſe them 
with a torrent of fulſome prattle, er 
to tender, with inſidious politeneſs | 
and aſſiduity, their homage in private 
or 1 ſervice i in public | 


"in in ous is "lf Ly 
ſenile ſource of female pgs 
The rights of maternal authority 1 1 
by no means in the world — 
abſolute flavery of your daughters. 
Amidſt the vaſt ran ee : 
and vice, which at preſent over- 


whelm ſociety, what is marriage, 5 
0 but an outrageous . 
| 8 2 _-infult 
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' Inſult on reaſon and nature? How 
often does a conjugal connection take 
place between thoſe moſt heteroge- 
neous and- irreconcilable: in temper 
The ſtrongeſt artificial ties are but a 
Nender cement to matches: explicitly 


[= reprobated by nature. 


When che ſexes As together in 
| this manner, and cohabit on no 
higher principles than thoſe of mere 
partners in the common affairs of bu- 
ſineſs, they may honour it by what 
appellation they pleaſe, but it is in 
fact a ſtate only of legal proſtitution. 
It is plain, at leaſt, that they ſurren- 


der every thing to each other, ſave 


their hearts; and, without an ex- 
change of hearts, what in the eyes 
of God or man can ſanctify their 
choice? 


| Thus 


2% 
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＋ hus our youth are literally bought | 
and ſold, or drove into one another's 


arms by a ſpecies of the groſſeſt 


compulſion, merely to anſwer the 
capricious, unprincipled purpoſes. of 
parents; who, by the righteous ap- 


pointment of Providence, often live to 


witneſs the melancholy. conſequences 
of ſuch inhuman arbitrary nien, 


WO are T8 uh dem the op- 
probrious diſtinction of being called 
women of pleaſure, in the higher 
walks of life, but wives who had 
never any cordial regard for their 
huſbands, whoſe averſion, on that 


account, to the chaſte and legitimate 


endearments of wedlock, involves 


them in a ſeries of forbidden joys ; or 


who, ſpurning 2 condition in which 
ä 
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the heart has no concern, prefer, in 
a fit of diftraction, all the mortiflca- 
tions of public infamy, to the dear - 
bought honour of à fidelity inſepa- 
rably connected with infipidity, vaſe 
| —_ and diſguſt? . 


I's this ſpecific circumſtance; 
which, from the middle and lower 
orders in ſociety, furniſhes the town 
with pfoſtitutes, the houſes of cor- 
rection with female vagabonds, and 
the hoſpitals with invalids. Half, at 
leaſt, of the profligate mutitude who; 
Hke ſhoals of infectious vermin, neſtle 
in every corner, and pollute every: 
thoroughfare, are women of this 
odious but unfortunate 1 | 


— Educate your caught, then, wich C 


an 


| 


what enjoyment ought not to leſſen 
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They ſhould 2 eee 


young men in Emir circumſtances. 


ble, that the love of their huſbands. 


alone can render a marriage life eligi- 
ble; that it never grows. wy 
in the abſence of this principle ; and | 


aſfection, as nothing can be more 


what we deſpiſe hs: moment we 
_—_ 


You who can rafely 8 


yourſelves. in having no ſhare in 
8 4 PO thoſe 
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thoſe cauſes which produce ſuch a 


melancholy degradation of the ſex, 
are peculiarly happy. Heaven con- 


ſigns to your care the tuition, the 


characters, the future felicity of your 
daughters, their uſefulneſs in life, 
and the various bleſſings to which 
even poſterity is entitled from their. 


worth. You are yourſelves poſſeſſ- 


ed of too much ſenſibility and virtue, 


have. too much experience of the 
world, and daily meet with too many 
Inſtances of young women ſuffering 
for want of that attention which their 


circumſtances require, not to feel the 


whole preſſure of a truſt ſo delicate 
and intereſting. 0 0 


Let me, 3 beſeech . | 


to make your daughters ſenſible, that. 


. ſomething 
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ſomething more is ſtill neceſſary, both 
to the perfection of their education, 
and their comfort in life, than mere 
obedience to the maternal authority, a 
domeſtic accompliſhments, diligence, 
ceconomy, or even the pureſt ſimpli- 
city in mind and manners. You 
muſt alſo,—as you wiſh them to be 
eſteemed. and loved, te ſupport the 
' credit of your families and name, and 
to ſet. a good example to their off- 
ſpring, as you have done to yours, 
more eſpecially accuſtom them early 
and aſſiduouſly to the acquiſition of 
uſeful knowledge, the habit of agree 
able virtue, and the en of * 
 religiane 
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deiENcR is that to the mini 
i which light is to the body; and 
a blind is juſt ſo much leſs ſhocking 
than an ignorant woman, as her 
mental arc fuperior to her corporah 


This ſpecies of accompliſhment 
has been much ridiculed, as raiſing 
the ſex above that ſphere where na- 
ture ſeems to have fixed their move- 
ments. Such is the paradox which has. 
oecaſioned ſo much illiberality and 
ſarcaſm, and on which every woman 

T 


ON KNOWLEDGE: 2% 


2 7 * 
of learning 


examined to the bottom, only ſhews 

that pedantry is a foidle leſs frequent, 
end therefore leſs ſufferable, in one 
ſen than in the other. Like moſt 
other charges brought againſt you, it 
proceeds from a total unacquaintance 
with your worth. And God forbid 
that any human being ſhould be an- 
ſwerable for the fabrications of _ | 
| rance and N 


2 ir is alſo faid, would im- 


prove your talents of addreſs, and only 
_ makeyouworle by rendering you more 


artfol. This is likewtfe an idea which 
tion and friendfhip of modeſt and 
wy women, ever . Whey 


Fer 


has been fo often repre» 
ſented as a monſter } But this poſition, _ 
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ever has the leaſt regard for decency: 
and truth, and is not deſtitute of all 
reliſh for the happineſs which ſprings. 
from the chaſte ſenſibilities of an un- 


polluted heart, muſt own he has ſuf= _ 


fered a thouſand times more exqui- 
ſitely from the unrelenting antipathy 


of men, than from any bad qualities 


in women. Indeed, the preſent ſi- 
tuation of both in this country ren- 


The maſculine character is peculiarly 
obnoxious to the petrifying influence 


of vulgar opinion. Our young men 


are ſoon intoxicated with the falla- 
cious maxims either of the gay or the 


| buſy world; and both extremes are e- 


qually pernicious to ſocial excellence. 
Ideas of the meaneſt and moſt ſordid 


| ta abſorb. * minds at a 5 


Very 
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very early period, and render them 
ever after criminally callous to the 
workings of humanity. | With 2 
ſtrong predilection for wealth, inde- 
pendence, or libertiniſm, they chear- 
fully proſtitute all the powers of their 
minds, and all the feelings of their 
hearts, in acquiring one or all of 
theſe objects. This unavoidably 
plunges them into all the machina- 
tions of pride, all the intrigues of - 
gallantry, all the intricacies, riſques, 
and viciſſitudes of buſineſs. Senti- 
ment conſequently loſes its weight, 
and ſenſibility its edge; intereſt tri- 
umphs in the abſence of principle, 
and nature relinquiſnes her domi- 
nion * Art. | WbIs 4 
4. > Toon” 
The moſt engaging diſpoſitions of 
10 the 


che female mind ſeldom undergo fuch 
a total revolution. Nor do women 


ever diſcover any great profligacy of 
Heart, till they have forſeited all ove- 


dit with che world, Apart from a 
lenting tempers, thoſe not flagrantly 


vicious are ſeldom inſincere. Their 


attachments, which conſtitute the 
moſt comfortable circumſtance in 


domeſtic life, when innocent and 


wadiflembled, wo enuch are eee 
and fervent than ours. In ſhort, as 


the world now goes, it is « thouſand 


times more dangerous to truſt a man ; 


| „ eee e 


* 


Let no  ribaldry, chevelirs; Jovi: 
ever 1 and bee err | 


-. 1 improvement 
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their youth, all their powers of ſen- 
ſual or pleaſurable enjoyments are 


* 


mature, and decline only as their 


paſfions cool. Now is the time to 
furniſn them with a ſtock of other 


and more durable materials, that 


they may live with fatisfaction when 


theſe are no more. It is when her 
fibres, and juices, and ſalts, are ten- 
der and genial, that the earth receives 


her ſeed, that the laws of vegetation | 


operate, and that all thoſe n 
root and ſpring, which after 


Fill her boſom with plenty, melt 


face with beauty. Nor is there one 
barren or blighted ſpot, on any part 


of her furface, more perfectly bleax 


and diſmal, than a _— involved 


- ſ vx 
i 4 


2 — 
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Embrace then the preſent ſeaſon 
of -repleniſhing the minds of your 
daughters, in ſuch a manner as to ren- 


der their intrinſic value as ſubſtantial 


as you wiſh their exterior to be ami- 
able, Knowledge gives birth to the 


human intelle&, and endows it with 


all its excellence; unmaſks to our 
view our own natures ; ſhews us. what 
we are ; and diſcloſes all that can be 
hoped or dreaded from the circum- 
ſtances we are in. By the regula- 
tions it preſcribes, and the delicacy 
it inſpires, knowledge improves. our 


taſte for ſociety, and imparts. a finer 


reliſh to all our mutual attachments. 


It is the inſeparable handmaid of hap- 


pineſs, opens a thouſand avenues to 


indulgence of the pureſt and moſt 


exalted kind, unlocks to human view 
the myſteries of Providence, creates 
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an heaven on earth, adds to the joys 
of the preſent the hopes of futurity, 
and, when the objects of this world 
expire on the ſenſes, fills the whole 
heart with the glorious and animat- 
ing proſpects of another. 


o 
- 


Indeed, without knowledge th 
poſſeſſions of time were imperfett, 
and the preſages of eternity unſatisfy- 
ing. Speak, ye who are old and unin- 
formed, Do not all things appear in- 
ſipid? Your paſſions have loft their 
fire, your feelings their edge, your 
very ſenſes the natural reliſh of their 
reſpegtive objects. Worſe, not bet- 
ter, for all you have ſeen and heard 
in the various ſtages of life, your every 
thought muſt be as inſipid to others, 
as it is to yourſelves. And, of all 
. | 3 Ds 
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the empty prattle which fills an 


empty world, that of ſecond child- 
hood, becauſe leaſt natural and in- 
nocent, is moſt tireſome and imper- 
tinent. Yet, under a hoary head, 
the ſacred and venerable emblem of 


wiſdom and experience, how fre- 


quently do we meet with nothing but 
impudent ſtupidity, awkward pueri- 
lity, deplorable inſignificance, a mind 


eternally out of humour, and a tongue 


that never is at reſt! 


| You may as well think of hiding 


the going down of the ſun, as the 


declenſion of life. And the ſum of 


all human prudence 1s, to provide 
againſt the worſt. Corporeal beauty 
ſoon dies, but that which is intellec- 
tual is alſo immortal. And, though 
x oe 


ay 


o KNOWLEDGE. 29g 
age be almoſt every where attended 
with grey hairs, decayed teeth, dim 
eyes, trembling joints, ſhort breath, 
ſtiff limbs, a ſhrivelled ſkin, a ſhat- 
terred body, and a childiſh mind. 
there is a charm in wiſdom, which, 
with all theſe melancholy circum- 
ſtances, diffuſes, notwithſtanding, a 
_ pleaſing ſerenity over the evening of 
life. Indeed, nothing 1s ſo truly 
reſpectable as this period of huma- 
nity, when dignified, as it ought to 
be, by all the habits and principles 
of genuine benignity and honour. 
Age is then wiſdom and benignity, 
combined by experience; the very 
ſpirit or ſum of all earthly perfection, 
an emblem or earneſt of that future 
and divine fruition, which is the cer- 
| tain conſequence and happy con- 
T 2 ſummation 
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_ ſummation of all mental and moral 
W 0 | 


Thus it is . knowledge done 
that the greateſt and the beſt have 
found even ſolitude. and retirement. 
ſo ſingularly charming, and that the 
decline of life, with all its foibles 
and imperfections, ſo frequently 
glides away amidſt the ſweeteſt en- 


dearments and the ſereneſt hopes. It 


is this which conſtitutes the only real 
and laſting diſtinction which can ſub- 
ſiſt between mortals of the ſame ſpe-, 
cies,—which neither rank, nor title, 
nor fortune, however high or ſplendid, 
can deſtroy or confer,—and which, 

on every emergency, gives an obvi- 
ous and decided ſuperiority to wealth, 


or power, or grandeur! Yes, by. 


knowledge, 


><. 
% 

— 

— 
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knowledge, women, as well as men, 
ſhare the incommunicable preroga- 
tive of intelligence, hold the domi- 
nion of the world, boaſt the linea- 
ments of divinity, and aſpire at an 

imitation of him who made them! 
The objects of knowledge are in- 
finite *. Theſe, a ſenſible and prudent 
mother will accommodate to their 
future proſpects and deſtinations in 
None of theſe ſeems more becoming . a 
young woman, than the characteriſtics of the 
human mind, with all that aſſemblage and 
contrariety of paſſion they ſeverally involve; 
and which are fully, obviouſly, and habitu- 
ally exhibited in common life. This neceſ, 
ſary ſpecies of information my fair readers 
may find detailed in great variety, and with 
infinite elegance and delicacy, in Richardſon's 
Philoſophical Analyſis of ſome of the Je 
Charaders in Shakeſpear. 
| S 2 life, 
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Y life. She will not, without any for- 
| tune, or even a decent one, inſpire 
= them with ſuch a taſte for dreſs, with 
] iuch ideas of expence, with a prefer- 
| egnce for ſuch modes of behaviour, 
for ſuch a ſpecies of equipage, ſuch 
amuſements, ſuch company, and a 

thouſand other ſuch extravagancies, 

as can only ſuit the greateſt, the 
richeſt, and the moſt diſfipated. 

Much leſs will ſhe beſtow the educa- 

tion of a woman of quality on thoſe _ 
| who can occupy only a dependent 

ſtation, proſtitute the refinements of 

a lady of faſhion on ſuch as may be 

under the neceſſity of earning their 
own bread, or give her, who is 
doomed to ſervitude, the breeding 

and endowments, or ideas, | of 4 

ducheſs. ED 


VIRTUE, 
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V. 4-7: he: 


Tun, flowers of the „ ſpice de- 
rive their chief excellence from 
their introducing the riches of au- 
tumn ; and the moſt ſplendid and ſo- 
lid accompliſhments are, in the ſume 
manner, eligible only as auxiliaries to 
virtue. 


We have but little pleaſure; and 
it is of no conſequence what our 
improvements are, without morality 
or perſonal worth. Where thoſe are 
not, ferocity and ignorance muſt take 
Place; as in the abſence of this, miſery | 
and vice will prevail. The accom- 
pliſhments of the underſtanding and 
the heart are in ſome degree eſſen- 
„ tial 


a0 AN. ADDRESS TO MOTHERS, 


tial to che: being of every virtue. 
The want of the former will render 
your daughters inſignificant, but 
without the latter mey muſt be 
worthleſs. OCT IEMA 


. But dream not once of grafting 


virtue on rudeneſs, or that in any 


woman the moſt refined principles of 


integrity will atone for want of good 
nature. Indeed, the beſt moral qua- 


lities, even though adorned with all 
the elegance of taſte and genius, will 


never reconcile the world to the man- 
ners of a Shrew. It is not enough to 
make your daughters good, you 


muſt alſo make them agreeable ; and, 


wherever the prerogatives of inno- 


cence do not interfere, as complai- 
ſant and accommodating as poſſible. 
Nature has conſtituted them the de- 
1. ! light 


1 vIA TU. 4 26 


Hghe of the other ſex, and it r would 
Hl become you to counteract, by neg- 
ligence or inattention, her geherous 
deſign. This, however, were pre- 
poſterous and impoſſible. The vir- 
tues are all amiable and engaging. 
Like you, who are deſtined to give 
them reality and a name, to be 
loved, they need only be ſeen. Not 
that the qualities of a warm, and 
open, and upright temper, can ever 
be agreeable to thoſe of a frigid, and 
narrow, and crooked one. The hu- 
man heart is never ſo completely 
bleſſed, as when abſorbed in genero- 
fity. This obſervation the ſelfiſh and 
little never make. It comes not 
within the pitiful petrifying circle 
by which all their ſentiments and 
actions are generally ſquared and 
bounded. Yet I 1 to the feel-: 

6 . 


292 AN ADDRESS TO MOTHERS, 


ing of every individual, whether you 
ever enjoy ſo much as when you 
think moſt favourably of your fellow 
creatures, and do them moſt good. 
Put your hand on your heart, it will 
anſwer for me, that you are never ſo 
bleſſed as in the inſtant of bleſſing 
others. Then it is that we perceive 
the ſpirit and reality of virtue, that 
we feel her heavenly and genuine 
preſence, that we gratefully acknow- 
ledge her divinity, and that we re- 
ſign ourſelves the willing e en of 
her empire | 15 


E Put the th: that all the world 
were perfectly ſelfiſh and crafty, that 
every one diſliked, deſpiſed, and in- 
_ fulted each other, and that all, in their 
various ſtations and relations, ſtrug- 
gled hard to over-reach and take 
every 
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every poſſible advantage ; what in- 
finite graſping, and bickering, and 
ſcrambling, and quarrelling, would 
not then take place? We cannot 
conceive a more awful and perfect 
idea of human wretchedneſs, than the 


whole infernal tribe of ſiniſter * 
ſions thus let looſe. 


So that it is owing intirely to the 
few veſtiges of humanity, candour, 
and truth, which yet remain among 

us, that we do not literally devour 

one another. And were theſe uni- 
verſal, were they but as popular as 
the oppoſite vices, how happy, and 
cordial, and friendly, and habitually 

acceptable ſhould we not all be, in 
the reciprocal exerciſe of the kindeſt 
affections, in conſtant interchanges of 
the heart, and in all the various en- 
| dearing 
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dearing offices of mutual afability 5 


. good-will ? 


Were there none of that pride in 


the world, which takes up ſo much 
Toom, renders every part about vs ſo 
exquiſitely ſore and tender, and leſ- 


ſens us ſo extremely in the eyes of 


others, while it lifts us ſo high, and 


blows us ſo big in our own ; none of 
that rude implacable ſhyneſs, which 
points at the friendleſs and well- 


meaning, and originates ſo frequent 
Iy in ignorance, and an abject de- 


ference to vulgar opinion; none of 
that hypocriſy, which ſerves as the 
ſecret reſervoir of malignity, to draw 
in poiſon from one quarter for the 


ſole purpoſe of diſcharging it with 
advantage in another; none of that 


execrable ſpite, which; like a ſtream 


* . 
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of air circulating under ground, ſo, 
often ſaps the comfort, or burſts. 
with vindictive violence on the in- 
nocent and unſuſpecting: in ſhort, 
were there no time-ſervers, no local 5 
ſycophants, no cringing ſlaves, no 
fawning, falſe-hearted friends, no liars 
and liſteners, no hawkers of falſhood, 
no deſpicable dupes to the wanton, 
and mercileſs, and mad inventions 
of the weak or wicked, —we ſhould 
have no grievances, no murmurings, 
no claſhing of intereſts, no ill-hu- 
mour, no antipathies, no jars at all. 
Harmony and happineſs, not diſcord 
and miſery, would then be the badges 
of every human ſociety. This poor, | 
deſolated globe, ſo ſtrangely em- 
broiled in diſtraction and ſorrow, 
thus emancipated from the deluſions. 
of faſhion and the vaſſallage of do- 
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mineering vice, would yet reſeimble 


that holy and happy place, where 


peace and unity dwell in everlaſt- 
ing concord, where pure unmingled 


goodneſs charms every heart, and 
where all the bleſſed inhabitants are 
equally loving, lovely, and beloved. 


Did you ever know, —unleſs where 


poverty, or prejudice, or ſomething 


awkward in their circumſtances, dif- 


guiſed them in the eyes of the pub- 
lic, —either man or woman remark- 


ably goed, who was not peculiarly 
liked and carefſed by thoſe who had 
moſt acceſs to them ?—In truth, the 


moſt infallible criterion of the wor- 


thy 1s, that they are uniformly be- ; 
loved, and eſteemed moſt by all to 
whom they are beſt known, 5 


Yes, \ 
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Yes, there is a charm in every aſ- 
pect of true feminine excellence, to 
which the heart of man is never un- 
ſuſceptible. Make this all their 
ſtudy, and induce them to ſtudy it 
while nature affords them her kind- 
eſt aſſiſtance. Now their ſenſibilities, 
on all occaſions, are awake to the 
moving and various forms of grace- 
fulneſs and beauty. Theſe are ob- 
Jets to which youth are naturally 
and inſtinctively attached. Transfer 
their attention from this momentary 
illuſion, to things and principles more 
folid and real. All ſenſible qualities 
are at leaſt ſuperficial and tempora- 
ry; but thoſe of the mind, whether 
good or bad, agreeable or difguſt- 
ing, muſt be permanent and immor- 
tal. Every unamiable habit or mode 
of acting, with which the virtues have 

 - Þ the 
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the remoteſt connection, is conſe- 
quently vicious in proportion as it 
has a tendency to render them un- 
pleaſing, unacceptable, and pn 

table. 7 


* is a groſs 3 to ANY 
in the preſent ſtate of ſociety, any 
: great degree of worth from thoſe 
women who have no poliſh. Who 
has not often ſeen, and felt, how ex- 
quiſitely agreeable and captivating 
true female delicacy, or baſhfulneſs, 
renders. the moſt ſimple and un- 
fuſpecting of the ſex? The princi- 
ples of integrity and honour do not 
always ſuppoſe the exiſtence of the 


graces; but the graces would never I 


pleaſe, but for that worth, which in 
our minds is habitually aſſociated 
with their appearance, 8 
10 55 Every 
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RELIGION. 


8 VERY other object of tuition 


obtained, will prove but o 
ne without religion. This 
great principle or key- ſtone wh 
knits together all the parts of an ami 
able and virtuous education. It is te 

the want of this that moſt of our 
public and private troubles and in- 
conveniences may be juſtly aſcrib- 


ed; and that there never was a time 
in which our domeſtic tranquillity 
was ſo frequently and e | 


| aſſaulted. 


{ 


U . Why 
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Why are our highways, our towns 
and villages, our ſtreets, and even 
our houſes, ſo obnoxious to depre- 
dation and plunder? Why are the 
lives of individuals in ſo much dan- 
ger, that the mutual intercourſe of 
friends is put under a moſt daring 
and ſanguinary proſcription ? Whence 
are our youth. of both ſexes, in many 
melancholy inſtances, ſo hoſtile to 
ſociety, as to be made by the laws of 

their country ſhocking examples of 
public juſtice ? Are not all theſe the 
_ and flagitious principles imbib- 

ed in places of infamous reſort, where 
Dorey. ſpecies. of iniquity is Ppropa- 
gated, and cheriſhed, and nurſed up 
to maturity, and where the hoheſt 
and beſt __ of che n heart 
a are 


. 


temporary ſanction. It ſuits all forts 


from the profligate great, who riot 
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are habitually laughed to ſcorn, and 
all the dreadful realities of another 
world treated with ridicule and con- 
tempt? Even feminine ſimplicity and 
honour, ſo long regarded with re- 


verence and delicacy by the worthieft 


in every department of fociety, are 


openly reprobated and traduced as 


chimerical and fictitious. | 


Such 1 ah faſhionable creed of 


the day, from which every obliquity 


and enormity in life derive a kind-of 


of bad men and bad women equally, 


on the laborious induſtry of their de- 
pendents, to the common proftr 


whoſe profeſſion is an inſult on hs 
cency, and the ſavage Were who 


AS. 2 ; _  extaonts 
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| extorts your-money at the point of a 
| 2 


When e was more in repute, 
obedience to the laws of the land | 
was in more eſtimation. Women were 
not ſo apt to violate the virtues of 
modeſty, nor men to dare the fanc- 
tions of legal authority. And, per- 
haps, no other expedient can ſo ef- 
fectually check the progreſs of ſuch 
a public and notorious grievance, as 
reviving the exploded doctrines of 
Chriſtianity ; which would gradually 
and infallibly annihilate bad com- 
pany, and all thoſe ſchools of vice 
and debauchery where ruffians ac- 
quire the dreadful ſcience of their 
trade, more effectually than either 
from the apprehenſion of exile, or 
| the terfors of an infamous death. 
Take 


1 ake care of the young, and you 


Fee ſecure the peace of the 


old. Make them in love with good 
actions, temperate, induſtrious, and 


x humane, and all ſorts of temptation, 


like foaming billows bounded by an 


| adamantine ſhore, may aſſail them in 


every form, and from every quarter, 
but without effect. 


The complexion of the times does 


not ſurely require me to caution you 


againſt degrading the minds of your 


daughters with the nonſenſe of fa- 
naticiſm. Tenets there are, and 
have been, which ſome. are fond 8 
dignifying with the name of reli- 


gion, but which are a ſhocking bur- 
leſque on every thing ſacred and di- 
vine. A ſyſtem is even now induſ- 


U . triouſly 
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triouſfy propagated, which makes a 
holy God the author of iniquity, 
loads innocence with guilt, deſtroys 
the liberty of human agency, reſigns 
the government of the world into a 
blind and partial fatality, ſubverts 
all the natural principles of reaſon, 
renders inſanity eſſential to devotion, 
and affixes to the mechanical habits 
of affectation and ſingularity, ideas 
of the ſublimeſt piety, and the moſt 
rigid ö 5 . 


The woman who has too much re- 
ligion, is little better than ſhe who 
has none at all. And it is juſt as 
ſafe dealing with a man, whom we 
know to be deſtitute of honeſty, as 
to cultivate an acquaintance with a 
woman without Feiner Religion 

alone 


4 
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. lifts the ſex above the flu 
tion of vice, and fecures to them 
that confidence which originates in 
purity of mind and delicacy of be- 
haviour. The world may think 
them ſuperſtitious, and even ridicule 
their weaknefs ; but their huſbands, 
however libertine and ſceptical in their 
don manners, will regard the pious 
fidelity of their wives with eker | 
and triumph. NEE 
Forget not that religion is the 
glory of the ſex, and adds to every 
other feminine excellence fuperior 
luſtre and grace. To be Chriftians, 
your daughters need not be fools. 
Indeed, the dignity or reality of ra- 
tional religion is a conviction, of 
which fools are incapable, And what 
| 1 U 4 e _ 
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they have neither judgment to diſ- 
cern, nor taſte to reliſh, it u bur. 
natural for them to ridicule. But 
whatever their opinions, which are 
always falſe and contemptible, may 
be, there is ſuch a thing as piety 
without bigotry, and cee with- 
out prudery. 48 
The moſt ſacred and fundamental 
laws of truth and worth, are thoſe of 
nature and Heaven. Humanity to 
their fellow- creatures, and gratitude 
to the ſupreme benefactor of the 
world, include whatever it is neceſ- 
ſary to teach your daughters. Im- 
preſſed from infancy or childhood 
with an habitual and operative per- 
ſuaſion of theſe original and indiſ- 


penſable obligations, it is almoſt im- 
4 poſſible 


\\ 
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poſſible for their lives. to be tar- 
niſhed with any groſs immorality. 


1 woman of ſenſe and principle 


will often find her duty incompatible 


with cuſtom; but, while poſſeſſed of 


a ſound underſtanding, and a pious 


heart, ſhe can be at no loſs which 


to prefer, the vicious example of 


others, or the ſecret admonitions of 
her own conſcience. 


Without religion, the leaſt diffi- 


culty might perplex her judgment, 


and plunge her into miſery, Does 


her heart aſſure her, on any critical 


emergency, that ſne ought not to 


adopt the capricious impoſitions of 
faſhion; that the dictates of her own 
mind are more ſteady and eligible 


principles 
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principles of deportment, than the 
arbitrary ſuffrage of a raſh misjudg- 
ing world; and that to act worthy 
of her nature, as a rational creature, 
and of her ſtation, as accountable to 
the God who made her, the motives 

of her conduct muſt be abſolutely 

voluntary? Her timidity creates. a 
thouſand diſtracting circumſtances to 
her apprehenſion, which unhinge her 
reſolution, and debaſe her virtue, 
and ſhe often becomes the victim of 
a melancholy and NINE ima- 
gination. | 


Indeed, with a very ſanguine con- 
ſtitution, ſhe will acquire a caſt of 
temper wholly artificial. Her viva- 
city will degenerate i into pertneſs, her 
N 8 into ſubtlety and cunning, 
5 her 


* 
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Her delicacy into peeviſhneſs, and all 
the paſſions of envy and dejection 


ſeize and govern her ſoul by turns, 
Then ſhe will either yield indiſeri- 


minately to. every indiſcretion that 


may ſuit her humour; or keep within 


the bounds of decorum, not from 


motives of probity, but of fear. Thus 
ſhe acts from no ſettled habits of 


well-doing, feels no ſanctions ſupe- 


rior to the praiſe and blame of mor- 
tals, cenſures the vices only for 


Which ſhe has no taſte, and ſneers-at 
virtues which ſhe dares not imitate. 


No! there is not a more pitiable 
and diſguſting object in female ſhape, 


than a woman without religious prin- 
ciples. But where theſe form the 


great lines of her character, what in 
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art or nature, fiction or reality, can 
be more charming or reſpectable ? 
She poſſeſſes, without interruption, 
the conſcious approbation of a mind 
full of harmony and goodneſs. It is 
even inconceivable how exquiſitely 
that benignity, which religion in- 
ſpires, improves the moſt ordinary 
looks. It tempers the harſheſt voice 
to the tone of humanity, and imparts 
to the leaſt engaging eyes all the cap- 
tivating graces of undiſſembled kind- 
neſs. - It compoſes that charm which 
ſilently operates on every heart, and 
gains the confidence of all, without 
incurring the diſlike, or exciting the 
ſuſpicion of any. Nor can we con- 
ceive more highly and honourably of 
female worth, than where all the 


gentler ſenſibilities of nature are 
thus 


„ 
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thus elevated and refined by the 
principles of a ſolid and well- eſta- 
es piety. 


In do they coffe the dignity, 
the worth, and the utility of the ſex, 
who endeavour or deſire to deprive 
them of religion. What ſo capti- 
vating as generoſity and gratitude, 
inflexible veracity, and reſolute in- 
nocence, connected in the female 
character with exterior excellence? 
And where can your daughters im- 
bibe ſuch ſentiments as ſhall effectu- 
ally preſerve their reputations and 
their hearts, but in this noble and 
divine ſchool : = 


Many are the inquietudes and fa- : 
Kanes of the moſt eligible and de- 


ſirable 
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ſirable ſituation in domeſtic life. And 


how are theſe to be ſupported, eſpe- 


cially by your ſex, who have gene- 


rally the largeſt ſhare of the burden? 


Religion alone ſoftens the aſperity of 


trouble, and, by compoſing the heart 
and the paſſions, diveſts, in ſome 
meaſure, misfortune of its ſting. 
A good woman, whoſe ſentiments 
and habits of conduct are formed on 
the genius of Chriſtianity, exhibits, 


on all occaſions, an amiable and in- 


tereſting picture of tranquillity and 


content, a temper rectified by piety, 


and a mind ee with patience. 


een 10 Wer ſex en 


| begin, and not unfrequently end, 
only with life. To them hath nature 


conſigned the care of our infant years; 
5 and 
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and in that melancholy period, which 
is commonly a ſecond childhood, it is 


alſo, for the moſt part, their province 


to preſide. They receive us at the 


hands of our Maker, and theirs is 


_ the fad office of finally cloſing our 
eyes. Ought not, then, your daugh- 
ters to cultivate and imbibe all thoſe 
gentle and winning diſpoſitions, which 


originate in religious conviction, and 


e of heart? 


| There are times, 8 the ak 


ſician is of no uſe, when all the 
wealth of both Indies .cannot pur- 


chaſe a moment's relief from pain 
and forrow, when nothing in. the 
hole univerſe is half ſo ſweet and 


grateful to the agonizing mind as 


kind affections, . Then the aſſiduous 


prevention 
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prevention of our wiſhes is beyond _ | 


expreſſion precious and ineſtimable, 
and worlds would be relinquiſhed with 
pleaſure, for that yielding meekneſs, 
that ſoothing ſympathy, that ſoft, 
compaſſionate, tender, and intereſt- 
ing ſolicitude and ſenſibility, which 
are the divineſt ornaments of the ſex 
in every trying circumſtance. But 
where is the woman who, deſtitute 
of the religious principle, was ever 
diſtinguiſhed or exemplary for an 
affectionate temper ? It is religion 
alone that renders her an object of 
confidence and eſteem, and gives 
ſincerity to her attentions, veracity | 
to her promiſes, ſimplicity to her 
profeſſions, and the genuine voice of 
humanity and kindneſs to her lan- 
guage and her looks. ES 
i | The 
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I The ſtated duties of devotion can 
never be habitually omitted by any, 


who have imbibed its ſpirit. The 
very eſſence of this fine and delicate 


principle would ſoon be loſt, but for 
an attention to its forms. It is, 
therefore, high time to reſcue your 
ſex from the indiſcriminate ſarcaſm 
and calumny of ſlighting the ſocial 
inſtitutions of religion. In great 
trading cities, thoſe deeply engroſſed 


in buſineſs may be glad once a 


week, eſpecially when tempted by 
fine weather, to prefef a rural excur- 
fion. But in moſt country pariſhes, 


in places of general reſort, in county 
towns, and particularly in the neigh- 


bourhood and court-end of the me- 
tropolis, it is ſtill the faſhion, even 
for ladies of rank and diſtinction to 


X - maven 
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attend public worſhip. It is, indeed, 
; among the middle and lower orders 
of ſociety, that any thing like a neg- 
le& in this duty prevails. Perhaps 
no woman was ever a good one, 
whoſe education had no tincture of 
religion i in it; and he is rather a ſin- 
gular man, who ever poſſeſſed a cor- 
dial affection for any woman not in 
che habit of going # fo church. | 
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